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Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh – Thurs 5th Jan 2012 
 

 

News 
 
The cheerful Christmas spirited library staff at Jewel 
and Esk College decorated their libraries at both 
Midlothian and Edinburgh campuses. 

 
Stylish decorations and traditional Christmas trees create 
a festive atmosphere for students to enjoy whilst studying. 
Every year a varied Christmas quiz is provided for 
students to take part and there are prizes to be won at 
each campus. 
The Library Learning Centres Team wishes you joy, 
happiness, peace and a Happy New Year!    
 
 
The Edinburgh Libraries Guide 
http://www.youredinburgh.info/engage/
Although its title is the Edinburgh Libraries Guide (ELG) 
this resource covers an amazing variety of advice and 
information resources as well as libraries throughout 
Edinburgh. Its move from the ELISA website to ‘Your 
Edinburgh’  increases the awareness of these wonderful 
resources  to everyone. In these times of cutbacks and 
closures it is vital that we take every opportunity we can 
to promote our services! The ‘Your Edinburgh’ database 
is a community resource containing information about 
local and national organizations, health services, advice 
and support groups, leisure and sport activities, local 
history, what’s on and lots more for the Edinburgh area. 
All the ELG entries are marked with the ELISA logo so 
are easily distinguishable within the database. It is also 
possible to do a search under Edinburgh Libraries 
Guide and retrieve all the entries if you wished to have a 
print out of the Guide or you can narrow that to ELG 
entries on a particular subject such as Health. The other 
major change is that the ‘Your Edinburgh’ database 
allows us to link to organizations’ websites. This means 
that the information should automatically be kept up to 

date. It can also give links to social media sites and 
include photos if desired. 
It has been a major project to input all the information into 
this database and my thanks go to Julie Black of the 
National Library of Scotland for her efforts and support 
with this task. 
Next year individual organizations will be given their own 
individual passwords which will allow them to amend their 
own entries as they require. 
I would be grateful for additional help with the task of 
liaising with libraries and issuing passwords etc. If you are 
looking for a project for your ACLIP portfolio or can spare 
anytime time at all to help complete this project please 
contact Fiona Laing f.laing@nls.uk  
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Blackwell's Book Quiz 
9th January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
Happy Verse Day 
18th January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/happyverse.eventbrite.co.uk  
 
Reading group : Nothing But the Poem : Billy Collins 
Thurs 19th January 
http://www.spl.org.uk/events/index.html  
 
A New Look at The Old Town 
20th January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Oor Rabbie 
21st January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Reading group : Nothing But the Poem : Billy Collins 
Sat 21st January 
http://www.spl.org.uk/events/index.html
 
Talk: Scott's last expedition: The men who came back 
Thur 26th January     18:00 
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
ELISA visit to NLS Corporate Archive  
Thurs 26th January 
a.mcdougall@nls.uk
 
Elizabeth Soutar Bookbinding Awards 
Tues 31st January     18:00  
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
Ossian — An epic controversy 
Tues 7th February     18:00 
http://www.nls.uk/events 

Love Scottish Libraries Campaign 

http://www.lovescottishlibraries.org/ 
 

edinburgh libraries & information services agency 
www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info 

Editor: Nicola Harrison: nicola.harrison@harleyhaddow.com 
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The Grand Lodge of Scotland 
Museum and Library 
 
On the 7th of December a group of library and information 
professionals attended a visit to the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland Museum and Library. Organised through ELISA 
the visit to this special collection held in Freemasons’ Hall 
on George Street felt a little like a chance to glimpse 
behind closed doors. In fact, as the information leaflets, 
website and the extremely gracious and 
knowledgeable curator Bob Cooper made 
clear, the collection can be consulted 
daily by researchers between 9am and 
4.30pm Monday to Friday. Making an 
appointment is recommended as Bob 
works as a busy solo librarian curator, 
although assisted by six volunteers who 
help with the collection as much as they 
can, hours and work priorities can vary in 
accordance with use of the Hall.  
Bob Cooper has a background in 
classical history and Greek and has been 
looking after the museum, library and 
archive for twenty years. He began our 
visit by telling us a little history of the 
building. We met in the current Grand 
Lodge for Scottish Freemasonry which 
has been open to the public for twenty years and is 
celebrating the hundredth anniversary of the Hall building 
this year. The Freemasons’ Hall we see today by architect 
A.Hunter Crawford (Past Grand Architect) was built 1911 
- 1912 on the site of an older Hall building built fifty years 
earlier. This replaced the original site St.Cecila’s Hall in 
Niddry Street. The group were surprised to discover that 
Scottish Freemasonry has lodges in forty seven countries 
as far afield as Peru, Chile, Japan and the Philippines. All 
are run from the Grand Lodge here in Scotland.  
The museum, library and archive of the Grand Lodge 
exists to preserve and house books and items relating to 
Scottish Freemasonry and Masonic interests. Established 
with the donation of a book newly published in 1804 (The 
History of Freemasonry by Alexander Lawrie) the library 
and archive has grown to hold somewhere around ten 
thousand volumes today. 
Approximately four and a half thousand of these books 
are accessible to researchers held within the main library 
and museum rooms. Around two thousand of these 
belong to the Morison Collection. This rare and valuable 
collection relates to the history of French Freemasonry 
and was previously owned by Charles Morison of 
Greenfield. His widow bequeathed the collection to the 
Scottish Lodge after his death in 1849 to ensure it 
remained intact. Other items held by the library cover 
early periods of Freemasonry and the History of Scotland. 
The library holds items from the Scottish Burgh Records 
Society and Burgess Registers from the Spalding Clubs in 
Scotland amongst others. There are books on the history 
of Freemasonry in England as well as other countries and 
a substantial general reference section for researchers to 
use while visiting the library. The collection is funded 

entirely by the membership and acquisition of material is 
understandably particular and selective. 
Within the library books are held in large glass front cases 
in geographical order running Scottish, English, 
European, Rest of World (much like Library of Congress). 
The cases are then lettered A,B,C,D. Bob mentioned 
there had been an earlier attempt to apply the Dewey 
Decimal classification scheme and catalogue the 
collection but this proved problematic. Finding the Dewey 
Scheme inflexible for a special collection and wishing to 

avoid large or conceptualy vague subject 
numbers they have developed an in house 
system adapting Dewey and allowing a more 
faceted approach. 
Preservation and access are a delicate balance 
for the collection. Previously the library had 
allowed lending with members requesting items 
by telephone. Books would be posted to far flung 
corners but were not always successful in 
making the round trip. Assessing the collection 
and considering his role as curator and 
gatekeeper to a special collection Bob decided it 
was important to change this system and adopt 
Reference library status. Every year in January 
conservation and preservation work means the 
museum, library and archive close to the public 
for an annual ‘tidy’ when staff will rearrange the 
museum cabinets. During the month all items 

are cleaned. A necessary battle against the Edinburgh 
sash and case windows combined with the congested 
George Street traffic. At the moment the status of the 
building prohibits the use of double glazing but secondary 
glazing is being considered as a possible future solution. 
Modern digital preservation technology means the Grand 
Lodge are now undertaking a long term project to 
electronically catalogue and digitise all paper held in the 
collection. The three elements of museum, library and 
archive mean having to prioritise all the time. First step 
has been to digitise the Archive material which includes 
many thousands of Membership Records. It posed many 
of the greatest concerns due to the delicate condition of 
some items. Material from around the First World War 
was considered most fragile after heavy use by members 
looking for genealogy answers after the end of the War. A 
tough job as only name, occupation and age are given in 
the Records making this a fairly dry genealogical source 
unless a relative has an unusual name. We were 
fascinated to hear some of the problems such items face 
when frequently used, given some Record volumes can 
be as large as one meter by one meter with thousands of 
pages.   
The digitised data created from the ongoing project work 
will preserve this special collection (in one form) and it is 
intended to promote access online whilst allowing the 
creation of an online catalogue in the future. Bob and the 
team have much work to do and plan to keep preserving 
this special collection of our national patrimony whilst 
opening the door to future generations of researchers, 
librarians and all interested others.   

Karen Macdonald 
Edinburgh Napier University Library 

WANTED: contributions for TACIT 
We’re always looking for news items (50-150 words), announcements of forthcoming events, 

event reports (500-800 words) and profiles of library services (500-800 words). 


