
T A C I T  

Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh – Wed 2nd May 2012 
 

 

News 
 
Booking closes for the ELISA Open Forum on May 10th. 
Details of the programme, venue and how to book can be 
found at  http://www.hw.ac.uk/library/elisaopenforum/  
 
CILIPS East are looking for pre-digital library artifacts to 
be included in an exhibition later this year. 
Contact Alison a.leslie@nls.uk if you have any 
 
The Scottish National Portrait Gallery Library and 
Archive is offering tours on Thursdays the 14th and 21st 
June at 15.30 
Contact gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk to book. 
 
'Never Give Up', is a community history of North 
Edinburgh, researched and written by the North 
Edinburgh Social History Group. It looks at the 
development of the area in the 20th century and explores 
the area's strong tradition of community activism. The 
online exhibition has been put together in collaboration 
with Scran and can be found here: 
http://www.scran.ac.uk/learning/exhibitions/neshg/neshg_
front_page.php . It can be accessed by Edinburgh City 
Libraries card holders as an online resource. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
Scotlands Sacred Landscapes 
Sat 5th May 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Blackwell's Book Quiz 
Mon 7th May 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-
results.aspx?sec=5&pid=23  
 
School of Poets 
Tue 8th May      18.00 - 20.30 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Cafe Voices: Hope in Spring 
Wed 9th May 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Recreating Magnificence: the research background to the 
Stirling Castle Palace Project 
Thur 10th May 
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms-lunchtime-lectures.html  
 
Talk and film screening: 'Foula — The time of my life' 
Thur 10th May       18.00 
http://www.nls.uk/events/  
 
The Business of Writing 
Fri 11th May 

http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Seminar: Mapping and Printing the World 
Sat 12th May  
http://www.nls.uk/events/  
 
Adult Learners' Week — science fiction display tour 
Tues 15th May         14.00-14.30 
http://www.nls.uk/events/  
 
Adult Learners' Week workshop and tour 
Wed 16th May        10.30-11.45 
http://www.nls.uk/events/  
 
Noc Literatury / Literature Night 2012 
Wed 16th May 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
ELISA Open Forum  
Thur 17th May 
http://www.hw.ac.uk/library/elisaopenforum/
 
Nothing But The Poem: Kathleen Jamie 
Sat 19th May 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Hello Poetry 
Sat 19th May  
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Intro to Screenwriting EXPRESS! 
Mon 21st May 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Rosslyn Chapel 
Tues 22nd May 
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms-lunchtime-lectures.html  
 
ELISA Staff Development Group visit to the National 
Museums Scotland Library 
Thurs 24th May      14.45 
(fully booked) 
 
CILIPS East - Meet the President 
Thurs 24th May      18.00 
a.leslie@nls.uk  
 
Skriva Writing School - Poetry: Different Forms 
Thur 24th May  
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Living with Ballads 
Fri 25th May 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
Guid Crack 
Fri 25th May 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  

Love Scottish Libraries Campaign 

http://www.lovescottishlibraries.org/ 
 

edinburgh libraries & information services agency 
www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info 

Editor: Nicola Harrison: nicola.harrison@harleyhaddow.com 
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T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 

 Historic Cemeteries of Scotland 
 
From 30 July until 1 September 2012 Edinburgh Central 
Library will be exhibiting a collection of photographs by 
Robert Reinhardt, an artist and educator based in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania http://web.me.com/restinpixels  
He has been visiting and working in Edinburgh for ten 
years and his passionate interest in local 
cemeteries has resulted in a series of 
photographs of gravestones, with a 
particular beauty of their own. Some of his 
work has been included in the Royal 
Commission of Ancient and Historic 
Monuments of Scotland collection and its 
value has been recognised by Lesley 
Ferguson, Head of Collections:  
‘Graveyards are a very significant aspect 
of Scotland’s cultural heritage. In the past 
20 or 30 years, there has been growing 
awareness that this vital part of Scotland’s 
heritage was being lost through erosion, 
vandalism and age, and there was 
recognition that we should be recording 
these stones. We are delighted to have 
Robert Reinhardt’s images in the 
RCAHMS collection. He has captured a 
lot of information in his work.’ 
Robert himself says of the proposed 
exhibition in Central Library: 
‘The photographs represent the past ten 
years of exploring the historic cemeteries of Scotland, 
notably in Edinburgh. These sites are extremely rich in 
visual treasure. The images included document a theme 
of loss and eternal memories. They also address survival 
and the need for preservation. The 
photos bring to life a strength that 
continues to live on in these sacred 
places. The monuments seem 
almost indifferent to the elements 
that continue to wear at their 
surfaces and challenge their 
structural integrity. At the same time, 
nature is painting an entirely new 
palette and environment for them to 
exist in. It is the collision and 
contrast of that ongoing 
confrontation that draws me into 
these sites…my camera has 
recorded a small slice of 
Edinburgh’s history, culture, art and 
architecture… 
Looking at these graveyards today, 
it’s sad to see how far they have 
fallen from their glory days. I speak 
of a time when the people of 

Edinburgh would retreat to these landscaped parks for a 
casual Sunday stroll to reflect and pay respects to loved 
ones passed on. 
These photographs seek to remember the beauty that 
once existed in these eternal sites. Ask yourself what you 
can do to help preserve these historical treasures for 
future generations.’ 
Of a similar exhibition held recently in the United States 
an Artist2Artist curator wrote: 
 “These aptly titled Eternal Portraits are incredibly 
romantic, heroic images in their smooth beauty and 
melancholy nature. Most are striking in a graphic manner 
as well. I’m especially drawn to the pictures that capture 

the erosion and aging process of 
the tombs themselves, as they 
move beyond the inherent beauty 
of the original artwork and become 
something else altogether. 
Processes of breaking down solid, 
stoic marble and granite 
symbolically speaks to the ravages 
of time against what and who we 
revere. In our veneration we seek 
to create monuments to withstand 
the ages. There is a certain poetic 
irony that these photographs, 
whether existing as silver gelatin 
on paper or in a more nebulous 
digital realm, in their arrested 
tribute will likely survive beyond the 
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Central Library is delighted to host 
this exhibition at a time when there
will be so many visitors to the c
seeking to explore their family 
history. Equally, it affords long-term 

city residents the chance of a fresh perspective on th
often sadly neglected past. The library service is und
the wing of the Services for Communities department 
within the City of Edinburgh Council, and this is also the 

department responsible for the upkeep of 40 
of Edinburgh’s cemeteries.  
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/655/death-
graves_and_memorials/664/cemeteries_and
_churchyards  
Within Central Library itself the Edinburgh 
and Scottish team can assist with research 
into family history matters, the history of the
city’s graveyards and the notables inter
therein; the Art Library has material on 
monumental sculpture and on photograph
advice on techniques and collections of 
photographs taken by leading practiti
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will be posted on the 

from the nineteenth century to date.  
During the exhibition month, there will be 
talks held in th
be confirmed. 
Further information 
library’s website at 
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries  or phone 
0131 242 8000 for further information. 

WANTED: contributions for TACIT 
We’re always looking for news items (50-150 words), announcements of forthcoming events, 

event reports (500-800 words) and profiles of library services (500-800 words). 
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