
T A C I T  

Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh – Wed 11th December 2013 
 

 

News 
 
ELISA passports and leaflets are now available from 
Veronica Denholm v.denholm@nls.uk  
 
National Libraries Day 2014 will be on February 8th

http://www.cilip.org.uk/cilip/news/national-libraries-day-
take-place-saturday-8-february-2014  
 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
The Dark Would 
7th Dec to 24th Jan  
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
School of Poets 
10th December 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
If books grew on trees 
10th December 
http://www.nls.uk/events    
 
Public Health and the Condition of 19th Century 
Edinburgh 
10th December 
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 
Jo Caulfield Presents The Speakeasy 
10th December 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Cafe Voices: Young Storytellers 
11th December 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Callum Macdonald Poetry Pamphlet Fair 
11th December 
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
Scottish Rugby Internationalists Who Fell in the Great 
War  
11th December  
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 
Big Book Group Quiz  
12th December 
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 
Scots abroad 
12th December 
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
Big Book Group Quiz  
12th December 18:30 - 20:00 
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 
 

CAESURA #19 
13th December 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Forgotten Carols 
15th December 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
Blackwell's Book Group 
16th December 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
Tannahill Lecture - Scottish literature and medicine 
17th December 
http://www.nls.uk/events   
 
Guid Crack: The Ingle Bleezin 
27th December 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Blackwell's Book Quiz 
6th January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx
 
Peter May: Entry Island 
15th January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
The Arts and Crafts Movement in Scotland: a history 
16th January 
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 
Windows for Burns Night 
17th Jan  to 17th Feb 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Blackwell's Book Group 
20th January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
Robert Crawford: Bannockburns 
23rd January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
Stranger Than Fiction 
23rd January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
  
Marsali Taylor: Death on a Longship 
23rd January 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Fettes - Preparing for War  
28th January 
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 

Love Scottish Libraries Campaign 

http://www.lovescottishlibraries.org/ 
 

edinburgh libraries & information services agency 
www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info 

Editor: Nicola Harrison: nicola.harrison@harleyhaddow.com 
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T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 

 
 
A Day in the life of… 
 
Anyone who attended, A Day in the life of…an 
introduction to the library and information sector in 
Scotland, at the National Library of Scotland, on 22nd 
November must have left feeling as I did: fortunate to be 
part of such an exciting and varied profession. We really 
were spoilt with the diversity of information sectors 
presented throughout this half day event: Higher 
Education University Libraries, Public Libraries, Health 
Libraries, National Libraries and a self employed 
Information Consultant.  
 
The Welcome and Introduction, delivered by Graeme 
Forbes, head of Ingest, NLS, was really a call to arms.  
His message was very clear – that Personal and 
Professional Development never stops. No matter where 
you are in your career, just beginning, making a change, 
or retiring, continuous development is necessary. This 
struck a particular chord with me and I recognised the 
need to think about my own CPD post Chartership (if my 
portfolio is passed!) 
 
Joanna Ptolomey’s career journey through the Health 
sector was riveting: from working in a hospital library and 
being closely involved in clinical trials; to working with a 
community to raise the level of health and care; to being a 
self employed Information Consultant testing apps for 
monitoring health.  The range of work available in this 
sector was amazing. The speaker for Public Libraries, 
Ruth Holmes, echoed this involvement in communities 
demonstrating that this is at the core of our profession, 
whichever sector we are in. 
 

Graeme Hawley, General Collections Manager at the 
NLS, spoke about how in a general day he would have 
about 30mins to do ‘Tasks’ - the rest of his time was 
spent in a number of different roles: Investment Banker, 
Fireman, Sponge, Building Supervisor –  all culminating in 

an investment in people. This caused me to reflect on my 
role. Perhaps I do not get all my ‘Tasks’ done but my job 
is more than this. I realised that I am guilty, as I am sure a 
lot of us are, of not valuing a lot of what we do, as we may 
ot view it as the technical core of our job. 
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@natlibscot - met some great people." 

Queen Mary's Library
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Graeme Hawes, User Services Manager at the Universit
of St Andrews, also expanded on the all encompassing
aspects of his role: from ID cards to spilt coffee in the 
library. In this economic climate, with so many library 
services in jeopardy, it was reassuring for hear about 

potential growth opportunities in the HE sect
R
 
Duncan Wright from Stewart’s Melville College, was 
superb in articulating the frenetic life of a School Libraria
in a way that made sense to the uninitiated. As a fellow 
school libra
lif
 
Stepping out of my own particular library for a day 
resulted in a highly stimulating experience, with lots 
networking opportunities and a glimpse behind the 
scenes at the NLS. The collated feedback requested
CDG Scotland to put on more events like this and I
heartily recommend going. In the tweet of a fellow
attendee: "Thanks @CDGScot for brillia

Angela Tawse 
 
 

Special ELISA Christmas Event 
 

You are invited to 
National Library of Scotland 

9th December 2013 
5pm. 

 

Come and hear Andrew Martin, General Collection Curator, talk about the NLS Treasures Display on Pop-
up books and have an opportunity to handle some of this material which spans the 19th century to 

present day. 
 

Add to your festive cheer by enjoying this special ELISA event followed by refreshments. 
 

Please contact Fiona Laing f.laing@nls.uk if you wish to attend this event. 

WANTED: contributions for TACIT 
We’re always looking for news items (50-150 words), announcements of forthcoming events, 

event reports (500-800 words) and profiles of library services (500-800 words). 
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