
T A C I T  

Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh – Wed 6th March 2013 
 

 

News 
 
The National Library of Scotland will have two behind the 
scenes tours in April.  
Veronica Denholm, Access and Outreach Officer at the 
NLS, will talk you through the history of the Library and 
provide an overview of the collections, as well as a look at 
the public areas and a visit to one of the stack floors. 
Tours will take place on Wednesday 17th and 
Wednesday 24th April between 3pm-4.30 pm. Spaces are 
limited to 12 people per visit. Please book your free place 
through eventbrite: http://nlsvisit.eventbrite.co.uk  
 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
International Womens Day talk 
Thu 7th March 
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
'Looking for Mrs Livingstone'- with Julie Davidson  
Thu 7th March  19:00 - 20:00 
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 
International Women's Day - Claire McNicol 
Fri 8th March 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
International Women's Day - Janis Mackay 
Fri 8th March 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Rogue Writers Meetup 
Sun 10th March 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 
Pulp Fiction Creative Writers Club 
Mon 11th March 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 
Jane Austens Scottish sisters 
Tue 12th March   
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
School of Poets 
Tue 12th March 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Kate Atkinson - 'Life after Life'  
Sat 16th March  15:00 - 16:00 
http://edinburghreads.eventbrite.co.uk/  
 
Rogue Writers Meetup 
Sun 17th March 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 
Pulp Fiction Creative Writers Club 
Mon 18th March 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 

The history of being a lady 
Mon 18th March  
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
Scottish womens lives in the NLS 
Tue 19th March 
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
Nothing But the Poem - Jo Shapcott 
Thu 21st March 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Reel Festivals: Poems for and from Iraq 
Sat 23rd March 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Rogue Writers Meetup 
Sun 24th March 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 
Pulp Fiction Creative Writers Club 
Mon 25th March 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 
Turing Poetry Workshop 
Mon 25th March 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 
Inky Fingers Open Mic 
Tue 26th March 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Scottish women of science 
26th March  
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
Cecilia Payne — Changing our view of the stars 
Thu 28th March 
http://www.nls.uk/events  
 
Neu! Reekie! 30 
Fri 29th March 
http://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/connect/events/  
 
Shore Poets 
Sun 31st March 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Blackwell's Book Quiz 
Mon 1st April 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-results.aspx  
 
Pulp Fiction Creative Writers Club 
Mon 1st April 
http://bloodypulp.com/events-calendar/  
 
ELISA T&D visit to Lady Smith of Kelvin Vet Library  
Thurs 4th April  
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/event/5297982408# 

Love Scottish Libraries Campaign 

http://www.lovescottishlibraries.org/ 
 

edinburgh libraries & information services agency 
www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info 

Editor: Nicola Harrison: nicola.harrison@harleyhaddow.com 
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T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 

Visit to the Gabrielle Keiller Library 
 
A recent visit organised by ELISA to the Gabrielle Keiller 
Library at the Modern Two Art Gallery, the Dean on 
Friday 15th February gave a wonderful insight into the 
extensive collection of art books both rare and reference 
as well as specially connected 
works of art such as two of Eric 
Gill’s wood carving blocks along 
with some of his printed 
brochures and Picasso’s little 
painting palettes made out of 
matchboxes.  
There were two visits arranged 
that day, I was on the 15:30 slot 
with 11 other fellow librarians. 
We were met by the Head 
Librarian Kerry Watson who led 
us first into the reading room 
where she and archivist Kirsty 
Main had carefully displayed a 
selection of items on a central 
table for us, going through each 
one and explaining its history in detail. I was fascinated to 
see for example, from the Gabrielle Keiller collection,  the 
first two and only editions of ‘Blast’ the Vorticist – pre-war 
modernist art movement - publication primarily written by 
Wyndam Lewis with poetic contributions from Ezra 
Pound. Gabrielle Keiller collected many Dadaist and 
Surrealist publications and one of the key texts was on 
display – a publication called ‘Facile’ by Man Ray, the 
American Modernist Artist, and Paul Eluard, the French 
poet and one of the founders of the surrealist movement.  
The library’s valuable works also 
include the Roland Penrose 
collection, and on display was an 
astonishing masterpiece, and my 
favourite item – Picasso’s 
Gongora, illustrated with original 
paintings and drawings and a 
Spanish translation of Gongora’s 
poems and dedicated to Penrose. 
Gongora was a Spanish baroque 
lyric poet and articles suggest this 
was Picasso’s way of showing his 
love of his Spanish heritage.  
Penrose was also friends with the 
artist Miro and we were shown a 
box of their frequent 
correspondence to one another, Miro’s letters were in 
French of course but included his wonderful unmistakable 
signature and some contained artistic sketches and 
doodles.  
Kerry and Kirsty showed us the library and archive stores, 
the library store containing the bulk of the reference 
collection. The collection is wide and varied including 
reference books on individual artists, art movements, 
exhibitions, and societies. Both the library and archive 
stores implement mobile storage units for their collections 
and are humidity and temperature controlled. The 

classification scheme for the reference section is purely 
bespoke, with the books shelved alphabetically by author 
and chronologically by exhibition date. 
Next we visited the Gabrielle Keiller Library itself, this is 
opposite the café in the gallery and is open to all. On the 
top mezzanine level is the Roland Penrose collection 
which is not classified but shelved in the same order as 

Penrose kept it. Gabrielle 
Keiller’s collection is on the 
lower level. The library contains 
exhibition space and this is 
changed regularly to 
complement the exhibitions 
which are showing at the time 
which currently is the J.D. 
Peploe collection. Peploe is one 
of my favourite artists (I love his 
paintings of Barra which I visited 
last year – and interestingly, he 
met his wife there). Our time 
was limited however, and the 
exhibition collection was 
extensive – photographs, 
letters, palette’s etc that 

belonged to him – I must go back soon to study them at 
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leisure. 
We all headed back to the reading room and were given 
the opportunity to view, and white gloves given to
to handle, the items on display at leisure.  I was 
fascinated by Damien Hirst’s work of art – a book called 
‘Snowblind’ a limited edition book by Robert Sabbag. It is 
a beautiful silver book with mirrors as the front and back
covers. Inside is a die-cut trough containing a rolled up 
$100 bill with the last 3 digits of the serial number being 

the same as the book edition 
number. The story is abou
cocaine trade. On handling with 
wonder at this lovely 
contemporary item I was horrified
when, as I opened some of the
pages, the $100 bill popped ou
but it was OK as Kerry was on
hand to carefully return it to its 
little recess within the pages. 
Other interesting items included 
a book of early photographs
the gallery when it was the Dean 
Orphanage in the mid-19th 
century; and a collection of Joan 
Eardley’s photographs of

Glasgow street scenes, the latter b
researchers to the reading room. 
Kerry and Kirsty made this a truly inspiring, enthusiastic 
and interesting tour with their vast knowledge of the 
collection and its care. They clearly love what they do. 
Surrounded with all these fascinating books and work
art I cam

Moira Willis 
Head of Library Services 

WANTED: contributions for TACIT 
We’re always looking for news items (50-150 words), announcements of forthcoming events, 

event reports (500-800 words) and profiles of library services (500-800 words). 


