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Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 
Update 
12 marvellous people from 11 different institutions have offered 
to help on the day. These people will be key 
to the event running smoothly as they attend 
to the needs of visitors and contributors alike. 
I would still be delighted to hear from more 
people as many hands make light work – and 
there’s plenty of the latter! 
 
The talks programme is being finalised and I 
am pleased to say that we have a full 
programme of 15 contributors. The final 
details will be issued towards the end of 
August in time for the main distribution of 
printed programmes at the beginning of 
September.  
 
We need everyone’s help to promote this 
event. Once people are through the doors on 
Saturday 6th we can guarantee they will be 
mightily entertained – the thing is getting 
them through the doors. Please post details 
of the event wherever you can! Wendy can 
help with any information you need. 
For the latest developments, please see  
 www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info

Two big promotional activities from 
Edinburgh City Libraries this summer  
 
Edinburgh’s Big Wild Read 
A huge number of children have already signed up to Edinburgh 
City Libraries summer reading challenge. The Big Wild Read is 
aimed at 4-11 year olds and challenges children to read six 
books, as well as encouraging them to earn ‘tree tokens’ which 
will be used to plant new trees in UK woods. Full details of Big 
Wild Read events are available at:  
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/leisure/Libraries

Festival of Learning at Portobello Town Hall 
Friday 31st August 2007 at 10.00am - 4pm 
Free admission. There will be lots of stalls featuring local 
classes, tutors, colleges, guidance, interest groups, support, and 
information.  Lots of activities for all the family. 
 
The National Library of Scotland’s Reading Room services will 
be moving to their Causewayside building for two weeks from 
Sunday 9 to Sunday 23 September 2007. This will include the 
General, Manuscript, Rare Books and Music reading room 
facilities, enquiries and reader registration. The John Murray 
Archive exhibition will also be closed for the duration of the work. 
The temporary move is taking place in order to allow NLS to 
carry out building refurbishment work as part of the ongoing 
Visitor Centre project in George IV Bridge, which is due for 
completion in 2008. For further information, please ask a 
member of staff or check www.nls.uk

RAISING THE PROFILE 
The War Poets Collection at Napier University, Craiglockhart  
 

Napier University Business School at 
Craiglockhart in Edinburgh is a 
unique contemporary teaching 
space, where the eye-catching 
architecture of the recent re-
modelling programme sits 
comfortably with the original building, 
which was constructed in 1880.  
When the university purchased the 
campus in the mid 1980s, more than 
a century after it originally opened, 
the need to preserve and promote its 
fascinating and varied history was 
acknowledged.  As a result, the War 
Poets Collection was established in 
1988 and its continued development 
has been part of my responsibilities 
as Campus Library Manager for the 
past ten years. 
 
The Craiglockhart building was a 
Hydropathic from 1880 – 1920 and 
subsequently a noted Roman 
Catholic school and teacher training 
college,  but is best known as a 
hospital for officers suffering from 
neurasthenia, or shell-shock as it is 
more commonly known, during the 

Great War.  The most celebrated patients were the poets Siegfried 
Sassoon and Wilfred Owen, who met and worked together whilst 
recovering at Craiglockhart in 1917.  
 
The War Poets Collection comprises almost 500 items, including 
books, letters, photographs, DVDs, realia and postcards.  The core 
of the collection relates to the lives and poetry of Sassoon and 
Owen, particularly significant first editions and copies with personal 
associations.  Although we don’t hold the original manuscripts of the 
poems composed at Craiglockhart, such as Anthem for Doomed 
Youth or Dulce et Decorum Est, Siegfried Sassoon often signed 
copies of his works, so we have acquired items inscribed to his 
friends, including E.M. Forster, Laurence Whistler and Vivian de 
Sola Pinto. The challenge, as far as acquisitions are concerned, is to 
find relevant items which have ‘added value’ in some way, perhaps 
in illustrating the development of the poetry, or providing an insight 
into the poets’ lives. As the collection is funded by donation, carefully 
considered stock selection is vital!  
 
Originally, the collection was displayed in wooden cases, which 
although functional, were very limiting and quite uninspiring. 
However, since November 2005 the collection has moved into a new 
exhibition space at the original entrance and exit to the building.  
This would have been a familiar space for the officers and staff, with 
its black and white marble tiles as described in Pat Barker’s book 
Regeneration. The project to re-house the items in a more 
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Actor, Robin Williamson as a WW1 officer

environmentally suitable and engaging way was supported by a 
£50,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, and 

supplemented by 
donations from 
benefactors. The 

University 
selected Studio 
SP to provide the 
museum grade 
cases for storage 
and maximise 
the use of a 
small space with 

photographs 
displayed on the 

wall, along with video clips and a touch screen of film relating to 
shell-shock. This area is now accessible to casual visitors who 
just want to browse, as well as being used for more formal talks. 
 
We welcome visitors to Craiglockhart from all over the world – 
the farthest location this year was the Marshall Islands in the 
middle of the Pacific!  Although individual scholars, academics 
and the media have always been able to access the collection, 
recently there has been an increase in requests for group visits, 
particularly from schools.  This has been largely due to both 
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NOTA BENE 
NHS presents new patient information portals 
 
NHS Education for Scotland has developed an additional family of 
information portals to its well-established eLibrary, aimed primarily at 
making reliable information easily accessible to the public. The user 
friendly approach is reflected in the easy-to-navigate new interface 
and simplified, but no less integral, levels of information.  
 
This should help those working directly with clients who are looking 
for health information (public librarians and those working in the 
voluntary health sector) because they can select the level of 
information required by the end user. 

Health Information Plus 
Health Information Plus is a unique online health and wellbeing 
information portal developed by NHS Scotland. HI+ provides a one-
stop shop for quality assured health information for patients, carers 
and te public. It collates evaluated information sources including 
such as NHS Scotland, BBC Health, and published healthcare 
research; and contains learning resources designed to build 
word-of-mouth and our new publicity brochur
been a steep learning curve for me to give talk
than to individuals!  Fortunately, the le
Craiglockhart are equipped with the latest te
things easier, and I benefited hugely from 
projection workshop, given by an expert in our

Enquiries come to us via our 
http://www.napier.ac.uk/warpoets. Nowadays
increasingly popular, relatives contact me fo
result of their researches, and can provide w
of their forebears, adding a new dimension to

Admissions/ Discharge Register.  As a result of these enquiries, 
we have widened our collection policy and we now include 
information relating to any individuals with Craiglockhart 
connections. This is a particularly precious aspect to my post, as 
the Great War becomes more remote and memories fade.  
 
Siegfried Sassoon urged us in his poem Aftermath to,  
Look down, and swear by the slain of the War that you’ll never 
forget 
 
Hopefully, we won’t. 

Catherine Walker, Campus Library Manager,  
cwalker@napier.ac.uk

confidence in taking charge of your health and wellbeing. 
www.healthinfoplus.co.uk

Stroke and Diabetes Information Plus 

Stroke and Diabetes Information Plus are two new specialist 
additions to the HI+ family, making particular reference to strokes 
and diabetes respectively. Having identified that there is an urgent 
and frequently occurring need for validated information on these two 
health and wellbeing issues, NHS Scotland has set up Stroke 
Information Plus for stroke survivors and their family and carers; and 
Diabetes Information Plus for those with diabetes. 

For more information on HI+, SI+ or DI+ contact Sandra Weir at NHS 
Education for Scotland on sandra.weir@nes.scot.nhs.uk

NHS Education for Scotland are extending an invitation to readers of 
TACIT to come along to an upcoming training session focussing on 
Information Literacy. The event looks at IL at large, its relevance to 
health and provides the opportunity to try out our online IL course 
(freely available to try at www.infoskills.scot.nhs.uk ). The session is 
on August 29th at 13:00 at the Lister Postgraduate Institute. Please 
contact Rob Westwood for more details: 
Rob.Westwood@nes.scot.nhs.uk

Catherine Walker at the opening of the Exhibition.

www.strokeinfoplus.scot.nhs.uk

www.diabetesinfoplus.scot.nhs.uk
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