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   Here is an update on the organisation of the Edinburgh’s first 
Festival of Libraries. The detailed programme is now available on 
the ELISA website. There is a varied and top notch programme 
of speakers and a
ctivities. We have 38 stalls organised which represent over 45 
different services. The list of participating services is also 
available on the ELISA website. 
   To make this event a success, we need everyone in the LIS 
sector in Edinburgh to help with the marketing. You can “do your 
bit” by ensuring you’re your own service users know about the 
event. Please could you check that the information about the 
event is on appropriate websites. Can you include information in 
your own publicity materials? 
   The printed publicity materials – leaflets and posters – should 
be ready week beginning 10th September. I will be sending such 
materials to the participating services and distributing them 
through the city using various networks. However, it would help 
hugely if you are able to offer to collect and/ or distribute leaflets. 
Please could you let me know if you can help in this way. 
   There has been an excellent response for help on the day but I 
am still looking for volunteers to help with ushering, welcoming, 
stewarding etc. 

ELISA branding
Joanna Schlesinger is a Team 
Leader in City of Edinburgh 
Council’s Communications 
Service and she has been a 
champion to libraries by being 
committed to supporting 
Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries. 
Working with designer Carly 
Goodwin and her team, they have 
taken a new look at the ELISA 
branding from the general public’s 
perspective and you can now see 
the result. There is a generic 
brand for ELISA that can be adapted for specific events. We now 
have a clear, modern and strong look that tells the public what 
ELISA does and the business we’re in. Libraries in Edinburgh 
through ELISA are addressing head on the warnings of the BL 
Chief Executive, Lynne Brindley, as reported in this month’s 
issue of Library & Information Update, that, “The brand 
association of libraries is depressingly nostalgic ..” and that there 
is “… a real advocacy deficit” (in getting the library message 
over).

NEWS AND EVENTS

On the last Tuesday of the month, the City of Literature Trust
gathers together literary folk for a few drinks and the chance for a 
chat in convivial and informal surroundings.  If you have a 
professional interest in literature, come and join the authors, 
journalists, literary agents, publishers, booksellers, librarians and 
many more who meet up at these regular events. Next salon -
Tuesday 25th September at The Wash Bar on The Mound from 
6pm.

Scottish Information Network (SIN)
Next events: November (Date tbc) Look first then leap: making 
the right choices for e-resources, University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow. Gail Rogers, Manager, Knowledge Exchange, Scottish 
Enterprise and Paul Cunnea, Electronic Resources Coordinator, 
National Library of Scotland will offer an insight into how you can 
evaluate and acquire new electronic resources for your 
information service. 
Here for you
The Scottish Information Network was set up to help you. 
However, to thrive and grow it needs an active membership. 
Please support it in any way you can. Whether this be committee 
work, speaking at an event, attending an event or even just 
sharing news. Each and every way helps SIN. Please contact 
John Coll j.coll@nls.uk for an informal chat.

Noted in Information Scotland, August 2007: “A collection of 
Scottish poems for children, edited by Julie Johnstone, 
Librarian at the Scottish Poetry Library, has won the CLPE 
Poetry Award for 2007.” 

“The ‘Keiller Library’ display library in the Dean Gallery 
showcases treasures from the Gallery of Modern Art Archive, 
Library and Special Books collections. The next display opens on 
6th October and runs until 6th January 2008. It will focus on the 
artist’s book by Tom Phillips known as A Humument: a treated 
Victorian novel. This book has achieved cult status since Phillips 
began working on it in 1967. Phillips has created an altered book
from an obscure Victorian novel and by painting over sections of 
text has created an intriguing artwork. A booklet will be published 
to accompany the show, featuring texts by the artist himself and 
artist book specialists Clive Phillpot and Graham Rawle. Tom 
Phillips will be ‘In Conversation’ with Graham Rawle at the 
National Gallery/RSA Link Hawthornden Lecture Theatre at 2pm 
on Saturday 6th October.”

The ELISA Development Officer has been doing some navel 
gazing – read about the natural habitat of a professional 
community in WIDWISAWN (Who is doing what in Scotland and 
what is needed) 
http://widwisawn.cdlr.strath.ac.uk/Issues/Vol5/5_3.html
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Teaching professionals are shown the practicalities of
 working with magnifiers

Getting to grips with specialist equipment at SSC Courses

Sheila Mackenzie, Library Manager, 
Scottish Sensory Centre

RAISING THE PROFILE
THE SCOTTISH SENSORY CENTRE

The Scottish Sensory Centre is a national organisation devoted 
to providing Continuing Professional Development (CPD) to 
teachers of children with visual impairments and children who 
are deaf.  We are based in Moray House School of Education in 
the University of Edinburgh and are funded by the Scottish 
Executive.  You’ll find us on the top floor of Paterson’s Land in a 
lovely open-plan room which used to be the college canteen!

The library exists primarily to support the learning of our CPD 
clients but is also used by a variety of other people. Any member 
of the public is very welcome to visit and we regularly welcome 
visitors from all over the world.  Other than teachers, one of the 
largest groups of members is people learning British Sign 
Language as we have a wide selection of video material on the 
subject.  Families also contact us with information requests to 
expand on what they are being told by medical and educational 
staff and to explore all the options available to them.

We are a small but comprehensive library (being such a 
specialist area, our current stock is just over 3000 items), the 
library service has one full-time member of staff, although other 
members of the team step in when required.  The collection is 
highly regarded and, certainly, within Scotland and even in the 
UK it has to be one of the most complete collections of materials 
on deaf and visual impairment education.

As there is one member of library staff, we are only able to 
provide the normal office opening hours.  However we do offer a 
lending service to far-flung members by mail. This has over the 
years proved invaluable to our borrowers.  A small annual 
subscription fee is charged and this helps to cover the cost of 
postage.  Our catalogue is sent to all members and, of course, 
they have the option alongside everyone else to search the web-
based catalogue.  We also have a selected journal article 
database because only a small proportion of our journal titles are 
indexed by commercial databases. 

Our extensive website http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/ holds 
a great deal of primary material in the subjects of education of 
deaf children, education of visually impaired or blind children, 
other specialist education and related areas of interest.  All of our 
publications have been published on our website and all of our 
projects are represented on the website in some form.  There is 
also a web database of UK contacts which acts as a signpost to 
the right person or organisation in our subject area.

One of our current projects is to develop web-based glossaries of 
curriculum subjects for learners whose main language is British 
Sign Language (BSL).  So far there has been a pilot database of 
mathematics terms and a larger project is underway to develop a 
database of science terms (chemistry, biology and physics).  The 
glossary contains definitions and examples of the terms in BSL 
to ensure that context is understood.

The Centre is also interested in improving links between 
teachers who are involved in the education of children who are 
deaf or who are visually impaired.  We have set up several 
curriculum support groups which meet in person and online to 
discuss important issues for them in teaching particular subjects 
or age groups.  We have more general networking in the form of 
our web based forums.  Of course more traditional forms of 
information exchange are still used, in particular, our twice yearly 
newsletter!  Teachers and other organisations are encouraged to 
write for us, to share their news and special projects.  We, 
ourselves, use the newsletter to highlight our own work and any 
news to professionals and interested individuals. 

The library can be 
accessed Monday-
Friday 9am-1pm, 
2pm-4.30pm.  All 
enquirers are 
welcome although 
first-time visitors are 
recommended to 
contact the library 
beforehand so that 
the library manager 
is on hand to give an 
introduction and 
advice. 

Come and visit our stand at Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries.

Sheila Mackenzie.
sheila.mackenzie@education.ed.ac.uk
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/ 


