
T A C I T December 6th, 2006

Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 

elis

RAISING 
THE PROFILE:
Jewel & Esk Valley College - Library Learning Centres 

 
Jewel & Esk Valley College operates from two campuses, Milton 
Road in Edinburgh and Eskbank in Midlothian, with a Library 
Learning Centre at each campus. 
 
The overall library service is managed by the Resources 
Coordinator, Stephanie Rae, who is based at the Milton Road 
Campus and the day to day running of the Eskbank campus 
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PCs intended for students who want to check an email or print a 
piece of work before a class. 
 
The Library Learning Centres offer staff and students a range of 
resources, with increasing emphasis on electronic provision. In 
addition to books, videos, DVDs and journals, staff and students are 
encouraged to apply for an Athens account to allow them access to 
electronic 
databases and 
reference works 
from both college 
and home. To 
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This is available though the ‘libraries’ link on the College website 
http://www.jevc.ac.uk/college_info/libraries.aspx The guide is still 
under development, with plans to add a section on referencing in 
early 2007 and further sections as time permits.  
 
Jewel & Esk uses the IS Oxford ‘Heritage’ library management 
system. Having upgraded to version 4.2 at the end of 2005, we took 
the plunge during the summer vacation and installed the ‘connect’ 
module which imports a student record directly from the College 
registration system when an ID card is scanned. This has 
streamlined the student induction process and saves the staff from 
the laborious task of entering records individually.  
 
Next year will see the start of a major campus redevelopment 
programme at both campuses, which will bring an exciting, 
redesigned space 
at Milton Road and 
a brand new 
building at Eskbank. 
This will bring 
considerable 
challenges to the 
library service as 
staff and students 
from Milton Road 
move to temporary 
accommodation at 
Eskbank for 18 
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months but the pain 
will be temporary. The long term gain will be greatly beneficial to 
students and staff. Visit www.evolveproject.co.uk to watch our 
progress. 
*JISC = Joint Information Systems Committee 
 

Winnie Chambers – wchambers@jevc.ac.uk
Stephanie Rae – srae@jevc.ac.uk
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T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 
NOTA BENE: reminders of ….  
 
Resources … 
ESTC freely available from the British Library website 
The English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC) is a constantly 
updated resource, listing over 460,000 items published between 
1473 and 1800 in Britain and North America, or printed 
elsewhere in English. Formerly available only by subscription or 
on CD-Rom, this resource is now freely accessible from the 
British Library website. Go to 
http://www.bl.uk/collections/early/holdingenglish.html#access to 
find out more about ESTC, and to access the database directly 
visit http://estc.bl.uk/.

Guide to Scottish newspaper indexes
An online resource is now available for indexes to Scottish 
Newspapers. This project has been developed by NEWSPLAN 
Scotland in collaboration with the Scottish library community who 
have contributed local holdings. The guide will inform anyone 
looking at newspapers if an index exists and where it can be 
consulted. The guide can be found, with other online resources, 
on the NLS webpage at http://www.nls.uk/newspapers/

Events … 
Take a look at the revamped Edinburgh City of Literature 
website. The what’s on page 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20
provides an excellent overview of events happening in the city 
for readers, writers and purveyors of literature. You can also add 
your own events to the listings and so plan accordingly.  
Remember the Poetry Pamphlet Party on December 13th!

ELISA events 
March 2007: Edinburgh Libraries Passport launch – to be 
confirmed 
The plan is to launch the Edinburgh Libraries Passport as a 
press launch on World Book Day 2007, Thursday 1st March 
2007.  Prior to this, participating services will receive plenty of 
support and guidelines. The ELISA Access Group is arranging 
for print publicity to be produced and this will be circulated near 
to the launch. We would hope that the passport scheme will be 
publicised alongside World Book Day events in the city.  
 
May 2007: ELISA Open Day 
This is planned as an event for professionals with a series of 
talks/seminars following particular themes accompanied by 
opportunities for networking. Details to be confirmed in the New 
Year. (Anybody interested in helping me organise this???!!!)  
 
October 2007: Edinburgh Libraries Fair – Saturday October 
6th 2007, 10.00 – 4.00, The Assembly Rooms, George Street.
This is unique event will present a great opportunity for 
Edinburgh-based libraries and information services in Edinburgh 
to showcase their services for the general public. An organising 
team of about 20 volunteers have most generously put their time, 
expertise and enthusiasm at the disposal of the ELISA 
community at large in order to help make this event a reality. We 
are hoping to include as many services, organisations and 
projects as we can to exhibit their “wares” to the general public. 
In order to create an event that will be attractive to a wide range 
of visitors on a Saturday, we are planning a number of special 
events and activities including, activities for children and families, 
a series of talks on topical subjects, and attractions for students. 
If you have any suggestions, or can offer any kind of input, 
please get in touch. This is an amazing opportunity to shout out 
about libraries, information services and what they do and can 
do for a city. Please add your voice.      

 
NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
As ELISA is now able to 
contemplate a three-year 
development period, the Full 
Committee and the Business 
Committee are looking for a 
strong strategic project to really 
flex ELISA’s muscles. I have 
had some great responses 
already but would like to urge 
many more of you to help direct ELISA’s development by suggesting 
an area in which ELISA might work. Please answer the following 
question:  
 

What are the two or three most important concerns for your 
service that you would address given the chance? 

 
E-mail me your answers by Wednesday, 13th December. From this 
information, I will draw up a list for discussion in the New Year. 
 
Information on the work and achievements of the ELISA Working 
Groups will be available in the winter issue of ELISA plc due out on 
Wednesday, December 20th . 
 

ASH Scotland : INFORMATION OFFICER 
Salary From £23,610 – 27,039 & benefits 

ASH Scotland is the leading voluntary organisation in Scotland 
tackling tobacco use.  We successfully led the campaign to end 
smoking in enclosed public places. 
 
This is a new post offering a varied portfolio of professional 
experience and development opportunities. In this post you and 
another Information Officer will work closely together to provide ASH 
Scotland’s information services, under the direction of the Director of 
Information & Communications. You will take a lead with maintaining 
and developing our website and the National Tobacco Information 
Service, and in proactively marketing our information services to 
colleagues both within the organisation and externally. Shared duties 
will include answering public information enquiries, conducting 
literature searches and maintaining the information service 
resources including cataloguing and classification.  
 
You will be a qualified and experienced information professional, 
competent in IT and with a good understanding of websites. A skilled 
communicator, you are used to working collaboratively and you 
understand the value of using accurate, referenced information to 
underpin policy and communications work. 
 
Candidates should have a recognised Library or Information degree 
at graduate level along with significant relevant experience. Our 
ideal candidate will be motivated and organised, with a professional 
approach to work. In return we offer a competitive salary and 
comprehensive benefits. 
 

Closing date: 5pm Tuesday 12th December 
Interview date: Wednesday 20th December 

Download an application pack from: 
http://www.ashscotland.org.uk/

or call 0131 225 4725, or email Hannah Biggs 
HBiggs@ashscotland.org.uk 

 

http://www.ashscotland.org.uk/
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20
http://www.nls.uk/newspapers/
http://estc.bl.uk/
http://www.bl.uk/collections/early/holdingenglish.html#access

	Guide to Scottish newspaper indexes

