
T A C I T
Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh - November 7th, 2007

edinburgh libraries & information services agency
tel: 0131 242 8106 / e-mail: wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk 

www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info 

Library van collecting from off-site 

Resorting to printed reference sources

RAISING THE PROFILE 
Science information  
in the National Library of Scotland 
 
Complementing the heritage, map, music and manuscript 
collections of the National Library of Scotland (NLS) is our 
modern material, covering every subject under the sun.  As a 
science curator in the Library, I am especially enthusiastic about 
our science stock and services.  We receive virtually all new 
British books and journals via our legal deposit privilege, and 
benefit from collections built up in the past.  We are able to 
supplement our stock with purchased non-British printed 
material, and subscribe to electronic databases such as Web of 
science, Journal citation reports, Environment index,
WilsonWeb and Oxford journals online. Four of us work 
together in the Science Unit, answering enquiries, providing 
information and promoting resources.  Our users include 
practising scientists, engineers and health professionals, 
academic researchers, teachers, students, school pupils and the 
general public, who may be located anywhere in Scotland or 
further afield.  
Our remit 
With a limited budget and no fixed user community, one of our 
challenges is to decide what to purchase to complement our 
British stock.  Rather than choose items of interest only to those 
working in individual scientific disciplines, we tend to buy books 
on less-specialised topics, and maintain the Library’s existing 
strength in environmental information.  In addition, we welcome 
suggestions for acquisition.  Recently, thanks to a reader’s 
suggestion, we were one of the first libraries in both the UK and 

USA to buy books by 
a little-known 
German theoretical 
physicist whose work 
has only recently 
been given worldwide 
recognition.   
The geographical 
spread of our 
potential readership 
gives us a further 
predicament – how to 
provide a remote 
user with the same 
quality of service as 
someone based in 

Edinburgh.  
Collaboration with 
local public libraries 
is one answer, and 
along with our fellow 
modern collection 

curators, we are exploring possibilities such as lending out some of 
our purchased material.  Providing information electronically is 
another obvious solution, and indeed, thanks to the negotiation skills 
of NLS colleagues, some database providers now allow us to 
provide remote access to some of the products to which we 
subscribe, including some full-text services. 
Reading-room access 
The science staff office and collections are mostly housed offsite, a 
mile from the reading-room.  This means that we work especially 
closely with our Enquiries and Reference Services colleagues to 
provide a science service to personal callers.  We encourage 
enquirers to identify and order material in advance, so that items can 
be already waiting when they arrive.  To cope with general queries, a 
selection of printed sources is available within the reading-room.  
These include scientific and technical encyclopaedias, dictionaries 
and handbooks, general scientific biographical reference sources, 
medical and pharmaceutical reference works, and health and safety 
data.  For more involved enquiries, science staff can usually be 
contacted by email or telephone, but we are also prepared to jump 
on the library van to come across to the reading-room to help if 
required.  If a reader needs to consult, say, a large run of printed 
Chemical abstracts, the only solution may be for them to see the 
volumes in situ, and we can arrange that if necessary. 
One important category of our stock is the full collection of printed 
British Standards. Unlike most libraries, we retain all older 
versions along with the current standards.  This is invaluable in legal 
proceedings, where the requisite standard in force may be essential 
evidence. 
Older material 
NLS is proud to hold the collection of scientific periodicals formerly 
owned by the Royal Society of Edinburgh. This comprises around 
5000 foreign scientific journals dating from the late 18th century to 
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the present day.  Until around 
the 1950s when commercial 
publishing became a means 
of disseminating scientific 
work, many of these titles 
were the major periodicals in 
their fields.  Some of these 
titles are not yet fully 
catalogued, but brief records 
are incorporated into our 
online catalogue, 
www.nls.uk/catalogues.
History of science in Scotland is one of our key topics.  We are 
keen exponents of the work of world-renowned scientists, 
inventors and engineers such as James Clerk Maxwell, Lord 
Kelvin, John Logie Baird and Thomas Telford.  We recently held 
an online poll of Scottish scientists, inviting people to vote for 
their favourite.  Out of about 14000 votes cast, James Clerk 
Maxwell came out on top.  One of our tasks now is to prepare a 
web feature on the top ten, choosing and digitising appropriate 
examples of their work from our printed and manuscript 
collections. 
 
For more information about science resources in NLS, please 
contact: science@nls.uk or telephone: 0131 623 3965. 
Catherine Booth 
 

Have you heard? 
• What is going on in Edinburgh University Library, 

Museums & Galleries service, including the 
EDINA Geology Digimap, order your new calendar 
for 2008, and find out about the ambitious new 
library re-build. http://www.lib.ed.ac.uk/news/

• What is going on in 
Scotland? http://www.nls
20 years of Rankin and 
instant access to the 
database for business u
go to our recently reva
SCOTBIS online.

• Spineless? Never! Find
views, information and a
Watt University 
http://hwlibrary.wordpress

• Everything literary, high brow, lowbrow or just plain 
fun, Edinburgh City of Literature Trust 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/index.aspx?sec=1&pid
=1 Get ready to join the new One City-One Book 
reading campaign. Sign up for the Scottish Language 
Dictionaries conference on 17th November.  

• See what the Edinburgh City Libraries and 
Information Services are up to 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/leisure/libraries/
CEC_news_from_libraries

• And of course for a comprehensive listing of all LIS 
events in Scotland, visit 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendarsumma
ry.cfm

Quick reminders: 
12th November: visit to Edinburgh College of Art Library. If 
you are interested in attending, please contact Gilly Dennis 
on 0131 529 7843 or e-mail gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk .
12th November: Scottish Information Network (SIN) 6pm, 
“Look first then leap: making the right choices for e-
resources”, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow. Please 
contact John Coll j.coll@nls.uk if you would like to attend. 
15th November: Grampian Information CONFERENCE 
2007: Get Connected: exploring the potential of 
technology. Further details of the programme and speakers 
in the conference area of GI�s website. 
http://grampianinfo.co.uk/?page_id=49 . If you have any 
queries don’t hesitate to contact info@grampianinfo.co.uk
16th November: Advanced Proofreading course organised 
by Publishing Scotland. If interested, please contact (t: 0131 
228 6866; f: 0131 228 3220; e: 
enquiries@publishingscotland.org .

NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
I am in the process of collating a 
list of venues that might be 
available for fellow professionals. I 
have information about the spaces 
that are available for hire but I 
should be interested to hear from any service that could offer 
a venue to groups of fellow professionals for one-off 
meetings.  
Also in list-making mode, I am collecting information about 
who has expertise in the city on assistive technologies and in 
supporting readers with impairments. I have information about 
such expertise from Napier University, Queen Margaret 
University, and Stevenson College. If you know, or can offer, 
any level of such support, 
(and would be willing to share 
your knowledge with other 
professionals) I would be 
interested to hear from you.   
Recent additions to the ELISA 
website: The Edinburgh 
Festival of Libraries Report 
and Gallery of Photos, the 
ELISA Development Plan 
(September 2006) now up for 
review, this issue of TACIT. 
the National Library of 
.uk/news/index.html The 

Rebus exhibition; the free 
world’s largest company 
sers see. For full details 
mped business website, 

 out about the news, 
dvice from the new Heriot 

Library blog. 
.com/
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