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NEWS & EVENTS

Digital Futures – adapting to new e-environments: the 9th 
Annual e-books conference
Mitchell Library, Glasgow on 22nd October 2009.
This year’s programme is the result of a collaborative partnership 
between SLIC/MMITS/SCURL and for the first time SALCTG and 
is designed to appeal to all sectors. The Conference will be 
chaired by Liz McGettigan, Head of Edinburgh City Libraries and 
includes a supplier exhibition.
This event is proving popular, book now to avoid disappointment –
deadline 16th October. For further information and to book online 
go to http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/evntcalendarsummary.cfm

Learning Rounds: Creating Capacity to Lead Learning
This is a Practioner Research Seminar, primarily aimed at people 
working in schools but also of interest to those working in the wider 
educational sector. You are warmly invited to attend the seminar if 
you would like to:
 Find out what is happening in terms of research in the wider 

learning community;
 Expand your own network of practitioners from different 

learning environments;
 Share ideas and experiences;
 Explore current issues in education;
The seminar takes place: Tuesday 17 November 2009 16.00 –
17.15 Lower Centre of St. George’s School for Girls in Edinburgh. 
For more information contact, Linda A Blencowe, Research and 
Development Fellow lab@st-georges.edin.sch.uk.  
http://www.scssa.ed.ac.uk/node/184

The Scottish Construction Industry Information Group will 
have a short tour of Waverley Court Library’s construction and 
building resources on Wednesday 18th November at 1pm.
Contact Elspeth Third Elspeth.Third@edinburgh.gov.uk for details. 
If you are unable to join this tour but would be interested in linking 
up with other information professionals working for the construction 
industry, please contact: Nicola Harrison
Nicola.Harrison@harleyhaddow.com  T: 0131 226 3331

"An informed and educated citizenry is essential to the 
functioning of our modern democratic society, and I 
encourage educational and community institutions across the 
country to help Americans find and evaluate the information 
they seek, in all its forms." 

This is part of a statement issued by President Barack Obama, as 
he proclaims the National Information Literacy Month 2009. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/2009literacy_prc_rel
.pdf

As libraries are incorporating Web 2 applications into their suite of 
tools to make information accessible, it is interesting to see how 
the supporting technologies are handling the increased demand on 
broadband and wifi connections. “Click On” is a Radio 4 topical 
magazine series covering the latest developments and issues in 
the world of IT and the programme on Monday 5th October 
explored the latest developments as European mobile operators 
complain that demand for mobile broadband is crippling the 
networks. Click On asks whether people will return to public wifi for 
internet access on the move. The talk is of 3G outside and Wifi 
inside, accessed by smart phones, laptops, and TV, and providing 
a seamless experience for the user – a dream of widespread 
public wifi networks. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00n0qr6#synopsis

(The above image is from a posting at Watblog.com entitled 
“Understand Building43 and Understand Web 3.0”
http://www.watblog.com/2009/06/13/understand-building-43-and-
understand-web-30-staying-ahead-of-the-curve/ )

**********************************************
Take a couple of minutes out to enjoy the 25 leaves for the 25 
years of the Scottish Poetry Library. 
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RAISING THE PROFILE
John Murray Archive exhibition 
at the National Library of Scotland

September 2009 saw the reopening of the John Murray Archive 
(JMA) exhibition at the National Library of Scotland’s (NLS) 
George IV Bridge building. The first part of the archives of the John 
Murray publishing house, covering the period 1768 to c.1920, was 
acquired by NLS in 2006 for an unprecedented £33.2 million. The 
purchase of this collection and an extensive access project is 
being supported by a number of funding bodies and individuals; 
including the Heritage Lottery Fund.

A major aspect of providing access to the JMA is through a 
permanent exhibition at NLS. This opened in June 2007, but has 
been closed since February 2009, following a flooding incident. 
However this closure has allowed for a redesign and refreshment 
of the exhibition.

The John Murray exhibition 
aims to appeal to the widest 
interests of as many possible 
visitors. The use of 
interactive technology, 
lighting and design, of course 
have their roles to play in 
this. However, it is 
engagement through the 
archives with wonderfully 
diverse authors with 
fascinating stories on which 
the exhibition is based.

Each main exhibition case 
features a Murray author. As 
Murray published thousands 
of well known and equally 
interesting yet perhaps 
forgotten authors across 
almost every genre of 
publishing, there is great 
potential in the range of 
diversity and characters 
which may be featured. The 
flexible design of the 
exhibition easily allows, for 
the replacement of the archival and book material on display; 
either for existing authors or the introduction of new ones. The 
relaunch of the exhibition has allowed for the extensive 
replacement of material for previous authors and also the 
introduction of new authors.

2009 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin 
and the 150th anniversary of the publication, by John Murray, of 
Darwin’s most famous work On the Origin of Species. Darwin, who 
has always featured in the JMA exhibition, has now been joined by 
two other Murray authors connected with Darwin. The first is Sir 
Charles Lyell, whose Principles of Geology was a major influence 
on Darwin’s development of his evolutionary theories. Lyell, one of 
Darwin’s closest friends and supporters also played a key role in 
the publication of Origin. 

The other author is the 8th Duke of Argyll. Argyll was concerned 
about the implications for the role of god and the dignity of man in 
Darwin’s view of an evolving world. He partly raised these 
concerns through his poem Burdens of Belief which argued that 
complexity and perfection of life suggested a creator. Despite their 

disagreements Darwin and Argyll retained a gentlemanly respect 
for each other and Argyll served as one of Darwin’s pall bearers.

The further acquisition of more twentieth century JMA material in 
2008 has also allowed the opportunity for the exhibition to 
introduce more twentieth century material. The intriguing 
publishing story of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle is currently on display. 
Conan Doyle had a remarkable literary output, including his most 
famous fictional creation Sherlock Holmes. The archive provides 
never before displayed material which provide a fascinating insight 
into the writing, publishing and adaptation of his incredibly popular 
works.

The exhibition also features the novelist Jane Austen, missionary 
and explorer David Livingstone, archaeologist Sir Austen Henry 
Layard, traveller in Spain Richard Ford, poet, intrepid globetrotter 
Isabella Bird, novelist and critic Sir Walter Scott, poet Lord Byron 
and his infamous lover Caroline Lamb.

The JMA website (http://www.nls.uk/jma/index.html ) is currently 
being developed so that 
the authors featured in 
the exhibition may also 
have their archive 
material available online. 
The website also 
provides the opportunity 
for making many more 
authors and their 
archives available and 
supported with 
transcriptions, voice 
recordings, background 
information and 
interpretation.

The website also details 
the supporting program 
of public events and 
educational activities 
which help interpret in 
different ways many of 
the Murray authors and 
stories.

The exhibition opening 
hours are Monday to Friday: 9.30 a.m. to 8.00 p.m., Saturday 9.30 
a.m. to 5.00 p.m. and Sunday 2.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m., and 
admission is free.
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