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Come to the Scottish Storytelling Centre, 
for convivial and relaxing storytelling events that explore a 

traditional Scottish winter.
Warming Yuletide stories are presented on Thursday 17th 
December. Yule Night embraces ballads, stories, music, 

food, and wine in the same ticket, promising to be a one-off 
night to remember and a guaranteed darkness-buster.

Guid Crack: December’s event is on Friday 18th December. 
Drop into The Waverley Bar on St Mary’s Street and find a 

jovial gathering of storytellers, singers and listeners enjoying 
a pre-Christmas tale or two along with their pints. For more 

information contact Lindsay Corr
lindsay@scottishstorytellingcentre.com (0131 652 3272)

You are warmly invited to the
Scottish Poetry Library 

Christmas Party
Friday 11th December, 6 – 9 pm

Please help us celebrate by bringing a 
bottle and a poem for our 

Christmas Poetree!
RSVP to reception@spl.org.uk

NEWS

Subscribe to the Scottish Language Dictionaries Newsletter for a 
linguistic feast ... Our speciality is the Scots language and the aim 
of our International Newsletter is to spread the word about the 
resources we provide for everyone interested in Scotland's 
linguistic culture. In every issue you will find a profile of a Scots 
word, one which might like to use yourself, and articles showing 
how Scots language manifests itself in modern Scotland. Contact 
mail@scotsdictionaries.org.uk

Edinburgh Libraries Guide
Under the auspices of the ELISA Access Working Group, work is 
being undertaken to transfer the Edinburgh Libraries Guide to the 
community information database being developed by Edinburgh 
City Libraries & Information Service. This database is called “Your 
Edinburgh” and aims to be a one-stop portal for all information 
related to Edinburgh. Volunteers from different organisations, led 
by Fiona Laing from the National Library of Scotland, are going to 
transfer the information from the Edinburgh Libraries Guide to this 
new platform in the new year. The records will be easily retrievable 
as a group of records of all Edinburgh-based libraries, as well as 
providing associated links to on-line collections and other related 
subject searches. Find the portal at 
www.youredinburgh.info/engage “Your Edinburgh” allows ELISA 
members to take ownership of their own records and will also allow 
remote up-dating which makes the Guide easier to maintain. For 
more enquiries about the Guide, please contact Fiona on 
f.laing@nls.uk  ; for more information about the Your Edinburgh 
portal, please contact Alison on alison.stoddart@edinburgh.gov.uk  

Regional Library Co-operative Groups in Scotland
ELISA is one of five regional co-operative groups functioning in 
Scotland at present. The groups are now making concerted efforts 
to meet regularly to share information and to pool resources and 
ideas. The third meeting this year took place on 2nd December in 
Dundee, hosted by TAFLIN. With the support of SLIC, efforts are 
being made to co-ordinate information from these groups on the 
Slainte website http://www.slainte.org.uk/ . Discussions are also 
underway to see how training opportunities can be co-ordinated 
and shared with a view to delivering easily accessible training on 
the ground. If you would like to be informed of, and have some 
input into these developments please contact ELISA 
representative on this group Jim Thompson 
Jim.Thompson@edinburgh.gov.uk  and also Janice Mcfarlane who 
is Head of Partnerships at the National Library of Scotland 
j.mcfarlane@nls.uk . 

CILIPS East Branch
Jolly Christmas & AGM 2009

Please let us wish you all a very Merry Christmas at 
Forrester High School and join our jolly festive 

celebration & East Branch AGM
on

Wednesday 16th December 2009 from 6-7pm
 Mulled Wine & Mince pies
 Light refreshments
 Christmas quiz & raffle

 Free parking
 Last minute shopping opportunity (Forrester High 

School is only 5 minutes drive away from the Gyle 
shopping centre for those last minute gifts…!!)

Registration essential on or before Friday 11th 
December for catering purposes

Please contact Julie Sutherland, Librarian, Forrester 
High School, Edinburgh, EH12 9AE

e-mail : Julie.sutherland@forrester.edin.sch.uk, 
Tel: 0131 334 9262
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RAISING THE PROFILE: SCRAN

Scran, Scotland’s online resource of material culture 
www.scran.ac.uk , turned thirteen this year.  We now offer 
over 370,000 high quality digitised resources, including 
images, documents, maps, audio and video clips for 
educational use.  Scran recently became part of the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 
Scotland (RCAHMS).  

Contributors
Scran’s contributors includes national museums, galleries, 
archives and libraries.  We have iconic imagery from Hulton Getty, 
fantastic social history resources from Scotsman Publications Ltd, 
design classics from The Victoria & Albert Museum.  We also hold 
records from smaller organisations and private collectors.

Licensed for Educational Use
All material on Scran is licensed for educational use.  This means 
that our subscribers are free to use the material as long as they 
don’t distribute or make money from it.  We also offer a speedy 
online service licensing images for commercial purposes.

Tools
The Scran website offers users a comprehensive set of tools: find 
images with our simple keyword search capability; print, save and 
share images; create posters, worksheets, even calendars using 
images.  Every image on Scran is captioned by its contributor and 
provides contact details should you wish to find out more about a 
particular resource you come across.  

Outreach
Scran has three education officers who work to develop Scran as 
an educational resource.  Schools are our largest audience with 
Learning Teaching Scotland funding full Scran access across all 
state schools in Scotland and to all teachers at home.  

Curriculum for Excellence is a focus for our schools work at the 
moment as we continue to map our resources to showcase how 
they can be used creatively across the curriculum.  Scran is 
already linked into Glow – the new Scottish schools intranet.  This 
year we became a JISC Collection and now have English schools 
signing up to take advantage of our resources.

Scran’s Education Officers provide a range of outreach services 
including training for teachers across Scotland and to our growing 
number of English institutions.  We also offer CPD sessions to 
students at Scotland’s teacher training institutions and recently ran 
our first training session for postgraduate students of library and 
information studies at Robert Gordon University.

Learning for Life with Scran
As a subscription service, finance is a challenge as it impacts on 
availability of the service.  This can be particularly challenging in 
the Library sector as many, but not all library authorities across 
Scotland have blanket subscriptions.  Learners for life are an 
important audience to us and we continue to look for ways to 
enable them to access Scran’s resources and to develop 
partnership working in this area.  We are also keen to develop our 
new resources for adult literacies and ESOL.

Taster Sessions are a way in for those new to Scran.  Held in 
partnership with subscribing organisations they offer hands-on 

opportunities for learners and educators, from local and family 
history enthusiasts to silver surfers.  They can also be a great 
starting point for those new to IT.

The Future
We continue to add to our online resources.  This year saw the 
launch of our Memory Gathering project, a selection of new oral 
histories gathered from Edinburgh residents, inspired by imagery 
from the Scotsman newspaper.

We are currently piloting, Contribute, a new project which will 
enable user-generated content to be added to Scran.  We have 
been working with a selection of schools across Scotland to enable 
them to create, caption, tag and upload their own records to Scran.  
This has provided schools with an opportunity to capture imagery 
and provide a contemporary perspective on their local areas.  
These new records sit well alongside existing Scran records as 
educational resources in their own right.  

Scran also continues to develop its Scran-in-a-Box service, 
offering a ready-built solution for others to use and personalise for 
digitally archiving their collections.  Scottish Books for All and 
Scottish Screen have already signed up.

Another hot topic for Scran is social networking and we are 
exploring ideas including social tagging, user communication and 
feeds.  And, as Scran becomes a teenager, we are thinking ahead 
to how the resource can be accessed in a synchronised way to 
address the many different devices which people now use to 
communicate with.

Find out more at www.scran.ac.uk . Scran is very happy to visit 
subscribing organisations and offer Scran taster sessions for their 
staff or user groups.  If you are interested in exploring outreach 
possibilities or other projects please contact:
Helen Foster, Education Officer
E: helen.foster@rcahms.gov.uk T: 0131 651 6815


