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INTRODUCING ELISA PHASE III
The first of this month saw the first of the “new-style 

Phase III” Full Committee meetings. This was hosted by Iain Milne, 
Sibbald Librarian at the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh. 
The meeting was chaired by John Scally, Director of University 
Collections, University of Edinburgh. All services subscribing to 
ELISA are entitled to attend the Full Committee meeting and to 
date there are 28 subscribing services. 

At this meeting, the Full Committee voted to keep the 
current subscription banding which with the present uptake will 
bring in between £4,500 - £5000 a year for ELISA. The Committee 
also agreed that the Full Committee should include all subscribers 
and that the executive Business Committee should strive to be as 
representative of the LIS community in Edinburgh as possible. It 
was proposed that the Business Committee should comprise a 
maximum of nine members, including representatives for the large 
library services, solo librarians, and various LIS sectors such as 
specialist libraries 
and health 
information. There 
were concerns 
voiced as to how 
democratic this 
structure would 
be; how easy it 
would be for Full 
Committee 
members to 
influence the 
direction of 
ELISA; and how 
easy it would be 
for solo librarians 
to engage with 
ELISA. However, 
it was made clear 
that 2010 would 
be a transitional 
year and that this 
would be an issue 
to be discussed 
by the new 
Business 
Committee. The 
Full Committee 
therefore agreed 
to trial this new 
structure. The 
following people 
have agreed to 
serve on the 
Business 

Committee, together with Jim Thompson, Senior Library Officer for 
Edinburgh City Library & Information Service as the new Chair for 
ELISA. 
 CHAIR: Jim Thompson ECLIS - previous Bus Cttee member; 

major service
 Irene McGowan EU-IS – previous Bus Cttee member; major 

service
 Janice Mcfarlane NLS - previous Bus Cttee member; major 

service
 Iain Young HW – HE sector and ELISA champion
 Julie Johnstone SPL – specialist library and ELISA champion
 Cleo Jones CEC IRL – educationalist and ELISA champion
 Ellen Peacock ICAS – specialist/ small library and ELISA 

champion
 Anne MacKay NHS – health information sector and libraries 

champion
 Representative from the voluntary sector being sought

The meeting 
continued with a mini-
symposium to discuss 
the major issues facing 
ELISA in the immediate 
future. The results of the 
discussions will be 
collated and will form the 
basis of the new 
Business Committee’s 
agenda for their next 
meeting. The morning 
closed with an 
adjournment to the Top 
Library at the Royal 
College of Physicians 
where the new Chair of 
ELISA, Jim Thompson, 
proposed a toast to the 
out-going Chair, Chris 
Pinder, and to Gill 
McDonald out-going 
Convenor of the Staff 
Development & Training 
Group, thanking them for 
their decade of service to 
ELISA. John Scally, 
former Business 
Committee member and 
Chair of this meeting, 
proposed a toast to the 
future success of ELISA 
in Phase III. 
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(l-r) Janice Mcfarlane, National Library of Scotland; Catherine Kearney, Asst. Director 
SLIC; Peter Reid, Grampian Information; Moira Methven, TAFLIN; Jill Evans, SCURL 
(Chair); Elaine Muir, SWISS; Jim Thompson, ELISA; Chris Pinder, ELISA

REGIONAL CO-OPERATIVE LIBRARY GROUPS

On Tuesday 8th September, a ground breaking meeting took place 
amongst representatives of the regional co-operative groups in 
Scotland. Catherine Kearney from SLIC and CILIPs  attended and 
the meeting was chaired by Jill Evans, SCURL Development 
Manager. This is the third time the groups have come together. A 
momentum has now developed and definite progress is being 
made in establishing a national context for these groups’ activities. 
Whilst the groups all have different origins and the nature of their 
communities can dictate a different emphasis, they have shared 
objectives. Group representatives feel that there are many positive 
benefits to sharing information and so a number of ideas are being 
developed, amongst them being; a shared web presence on the 
Slainte website, regular meetings throughout the year, and a 
planning calendar. By sharing information, by encouraging and 
supporting each other’s efforts, and with acknowledgement of their 
role at a national level, these regional groups feel confident and 
able to deliver practical benefits to their members on the ground.  

Grampian Information annual conference
5th November 2009, 9am – 4.30. Keynote speakers: Margaret 
Forrest, CILIPS President; Karen Cunningham, Head of Libraries 
& Community Facilities, Glasgow. Discounted places available for 
ELISA members. Contact info@grampianinformation.org.uk

Digital Futures: adapting to new e-environments
The 9th annual e-books conference jointly organised by 
SLIC/MMITS/SCURL /SALCTG
22 Oct 2009, 10:00 - 16:00
The Mitchell Library, Glasgow
For more information and to book a place see: 
www.slainte.org.uk/cilips/cpd/ebooks09.html

Introducing Twitter as a professional development tool  
17th September, 1.30-4.30pm at the Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 
This session is likely to be of interest to anyone who wants to learn 
more about ‘Twitter’ and its practical uses in professional activities 
including staff development. Please note that because of demand, 
an extra session has been added running from To book a place 
and for more details, see 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntShow.cfm?uEventID=2360

* * * * * * * * * * *
We are pleased to note that the recent call for volunteers to help in 
the Edinburgh Architectural Association library has received a 
positive response. Thank you to all who came forward, or those 
who passed the word on! Remember TACIT has its uses … !!

NOTA BENE

On Monday 31st August, Teen 
Titles held its annual party at 
5,Charlotte Square. This event 
always generates a good buzz 
before, during and after, and is 
a great opportunity for writers 
and their readers to get 
together.  This year was no 
exception with some top class 
writers of our time attending 
including, Frank Cottrell Boyce, 
Nicola Morgan, Cathy Forde, 
Joan Lennon, James Jauncey, 
and Julia Donaldson. It is good 
to remember that here is an 
initiative that is driven and 
maintained by library professionals. It is a powerful demonstration 
of what libraries and their staff can deliver to society at large.   

Teen Titles is a book review magazine packed with reviews of the 
latest fiction and information books, written by teenagers for 
teenagers – with no holds barred! If a book doesn’t hold the 
teenagers’ interest, they don’t mince their words. Regular features 
include author interviews, author biographies and photographs, 
book-related websites, ‘Readers Write’ – reviews submitted by 
teenagers from schools outwith Edinburgh, and ‘Blast from the 
Past’ in which teenagers review older books they consider to be 
classics. Newly published books are distributed to the Teen Titles 
Team who read all the books before they are passed on through 
School Librarians to pupil reviewers in all City of Edinburgh 
secondary schools.  Published three times a year in April, 
September and December, Teen Titles is issued free to all City of 
Edinburgh Council secondary schools and sold by subscription to 
schools and libraries from Kirkwall to Kuala Lumpur.

The magazine began in 1993 as a 4-page in-house publication 
printed in black and white. It developed quickly over the years and 
is now a joint production by the CoE Children and Families 
Information and Learning Resources staff and the Publications 
Unit with 40 pages in full colour. 

Many rewarding relationships have developed because of Teen 
Titles. One is between the young reviewers and the school 
librarians. The librarians make the time to discuss books and 
reviews with the pupils on a one-to-one basis, listening carefully to 
their opinions, helping the young people develop their reviewing 
skills, and passing on content to the editors. There is also the 
rewarding relationship built up between the teenagers and the 
authors. Through Teen Titles, pupils have a vehicle to get in touch 
with  authors; in addition to interviewing the author, they are 
frequently encouraged to stage author events. Publishers are 
extremely supportive of the magazine and will send free copies of 
the authors’ books for the pupils to read prior to the visit. The 
publisher and author can also get first hand feedback at an early 
stage from their potential readers. Publishers have even used 
quotes from Teen Titles reviewers on the back of the books! This 
all adds an exciting dimension to reading books!

Nearly new 3M library security gates surplus to requirements 
at Jewel & Esk College now available to another library at a 
bargain price!
Two double corridor 3M Model 3502 EM sets of gates. New in Nov 
2008 but now surplus to requirements following alterations to the 
open plan library area at our new Midlothian campus. Any 
reasonable offer considered! Deadline 18.09.09.
Please contact Stephanie Rae, Resources Co-ordinator, Jewel & 
Esk College. srae@jec.ac.uk T: 0131 344 7041


