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ELISA shaping up for 2009 
The ELISA Business Committee (comprising ELISA’s four main 
stakeholders) met on Monday 9th February. Taking into account 
the discussions of the ELISA Full Committee in December 2008, 
the Development Officer’s report on Edinburgh’s Festival of 
Libraries 2008 (to be available online by Wednesday 18th Feb.), 
and the funding deadline of the Development Officer’s post, the 
Committee sees the need for a new strategy for ELISA that gives a 
clear and sustainable direction. The draft of the new strategy will 
be put before the Full Committee on Monday 16th March. Following 
the decisions made at this meeting, the new strategy will be 
launched and all the existing and potential supporters of 
Edinburgh-based collaboration will be invited to participate. 
The ELISA Full Committee seeks to be representative of all LIS 
sectors, if you have comments that you would like to make on the 
value of ELISA to your organisation and suggestions for how to 
develop a sustainable future for the collaborative Edinburgh-based 
network, please send your comments to 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk for inclusion in the discussions.  

Future of the Book – the debate continues
As the finale event to Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 2008, a 
public debate about the future of the book was held – hosted by 
the National Library of Scotland and sponsored by OCLC. This 
debate continues to be an important area of discussion as new 
technologies and new social networks allow the book to be 
manipulated in ways never before conceived. Have a look at the 
“book” being created online as part of the Lost World reading 
campaign running this month www.thelostbook.net . To fuel this 
debate, the members of the discussion panel at the Festival of 
Libraries event in November 2008, have kindly allowed their points 
of view to be presented online and there is an opportunity for you 
to take a vote to express your view. 
http://www.oclc.org/multimedia/2008/fotb2008.htm
The material has been presented by OCLC and we appreciate the 
extra time that OCLC staff have taken to make the most of the 
material that was available. The opinions presented in this on this 
webpage come from people who are masters in their respective 
fields and represent a wide and stimulating range of perspectives; I 
would encourage those of you who have educational connections 
to bring this to the attention of students and interest groups – if we 
become aware of how technology is developing, Destiny becomes 
malleable and is not merely Fate.  

ELISA Open Forum – call for volunteers with an 
interest in e-learning and e-activities
The ELISA Staff Development Group has taken on the role of 
organising the annual ELISA Open Forum. For 2009 the theme will 
be e-learning and e-activities. A small task and finish group is 
being set up to organise the event and we are asking for 
volunteers to join the group. There are specific tasks to undertake, 
such as, devising and designing a programme, contacting 

participants, preparing print materials, co-ordinating and ushering 
on the day; and if these tasks are allocated appropriately, there is 
not a large time commitment. The ELISA professional events 
usually attract between 60 – 80 people; to be a part of the 
organising team is a great opportunity to meet people from all 
different sectors, to learn about cutting edge developments, and to 
have a concrete personal achievement. If interested, please get in 
touch as soon as possible wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

A Chartership workshop
Wednesday 4th March 2009 @ The Conference Room, Central 

Library, Edinburgh
Registration at 12.30pm,  Lunch provided

The workshops include: Dynamic Writing and the personal 
statement; Top Tips for success from successful candidates and

the assessors’ viewpoint; Networking to boost your wider 
professional experience; Successful portfolios

Registration essential on or before Monday 27th February for 
catering purposes. Limited spaces available … Cost £10

To register, please contact Lisa Mclaren, Merchiston Library: Tel: 
0131 455 2278 / e-mail : L.McLaren@napier.ac.uk

NEWS
http://www.i3conference.org.uk/ to be held at The Department of 
Information Management, Aberdeen Business School
22-25 June 2009
i3 is concerned with the quality and effectiveness of the interaction 
between people and information and how this interaction can bring 
about change in individuals, organisations, communities and 
society. The conference will look beyond the issues of use and 
accessibility of technology to questions about the way interaction 
with the information and knowledge content of today’s systems 
and services can make a difference to people’s lives.

As of 25th February 2009 the name of our University will change 
from Napier University to Edinburgh Napier University. This does 
not affect the legal status or nature of the University

********************

The third One Book - One Edinburgh citywide reading campaign is 
part of the UK's largest reading campaign - The Lost World Read 
2009. Together with Glasgow, Bristol and other regions of 
England, we are reading Edinburgh-born author Arthur Conan 
Doyle's tale of dinosaurs and exploration, The Lost World. Find out 
what’s happening out there in our City of Literature
http://www.cityofliterature.com/ecol.aspx?sec=6&pid=325

********************
The 2009 Middle East Festival is now underway see
www.mesp.org.uk for the programme of events.

NAME CHANGE
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500 YEARS OF PRINTING IN SCOTLAND
Celebrating half a millennium of Scotland’s print culture

18 months ago, I took on the task of co-ordinating the planned 
celebrations of the quincentenary of printing in Scotland, for the 
project was supported by the National Library of Scotland, the 
Scottish Printing Archival Trust and the Scottish Print Employers 
Federation. The overall aims of the project were to celebrate 
Scotland’s printing heritage in all its forms, and during 2008, it has 
been possible to see everything from treasures of Scotland’s 
printed heritage, to a modern day printing press and new artworks 
inspired by Scotland’s print culture. Printing is one of Scotland’s 
oldest surviving industries: on 15 September 1507, James IV 
granted the first royal licence for printing in Scotland to Walter 
Chepman, an Edinburgh merchant, and Androw Myllar, a 
bookseller. The earliest surviving book from Chepman and Myllar’s 
press with a definite date is John Lydgate’s The Complaint of the 
Black Knight, printed on 4 April 1508 on the press they had set up 
in what is now Edinburgh's Cowgate. While events and exhibitions 
took place all over Scotland from Dumfries to Shetland, from Elgin 
to Galashiels, Edinburgh has been at the centre of the 
celebrations. Although events took place from late 2007, and two 
exhibitions are still continuing, at the Museum of Edinburgh in the 
Canongate (The people behind the book) and in Hawick (The 
power of the press), most events were concentrated between April 
and October 2008. In many ways the highlight of the whole year 
was 4 April itself. A plaque erected by the City of Edinburgh 
Council was unveiled near the site of Chepman and Myllar’s press, 

and it was also possible both to see the only known copy of The 
Complaint of the Black Knight in the National Library of Scotland 
as well as a modern printing press, printing souvenir posters on a 
truck sited beside the Royal Scottish Academy building on Princes 
Street. My attempt to achieve a party atmosphere was defeated by 
the Edinburgh’s spring breeze: the balloons only lasted an hour! 
The day finished in the Playfair Library with a dinner attended by 
more than a hundred printers, librarians, booksellers and other 
‘people of the book’. Magnus Linklater, the guest of honour, spoke 
with nostalgia of the days of hot metal production on the Scotsman
newspaper: a common feeling despite the fact that printing is now 
a much cleaner and quieter industry in which to work. 

Sadly, I didn’t even manage to get round everything in 
Edinburgh: there were more than 40 events in libraries and 
museums, ranging from printing and book-making workshops, to 
exhibitions with associated lecture series. The exhibitions 
themselves covered books (the whole 500 years in the case of the 
National Library’s main summer exhibition), newspapers, printing 
as an art form, and printing technology. The Writers’ Museum in 
Lady Stair’s Close and the National Museum of Scotland took the 
opportunity to promote the printing artefacts in their care; 
Publishing Scotland organised a ‘book swap’; there have been 
new publications and web features about Scottish printing.

At the Edinburgh Libraries Fair last November, we 
launched a leaflet highlighting the richness of Edinburgh’s printing 

industry, Edinburgh Printing Trail leaflet, published by the Scottish 
Printing Archival Trust. Two guided walks that day, following a 
route from the leaflet, proved popular, including with former 
printers, one of whom was able to point out the whereabouts of a 
firm in Blackfriars Street, where he had started out as an 
apprentice. The printing demonstrations, by Gen Harrison, of 
Robert Smail’s Printing Works in Innerleithen were also popular 
with passers by, who were able to print their own souvenir 
bookmark. 

Given that there was only very limited funding for the 
year, a huge amount was achieved through the enthusiasm and 
imagination of the librarians and museum staff who looked for 
ways to promote their collections through this anniversary. I would 
like to thank everyone who took part for their support: it was one of 
the most enjoyable jobs I’ve done, and judging from the feedback, 
others found it worthwhile too.

The project website remains as a legacy of the 
celebrations, including links to relevant resources, at 
www.500yearsofprinting.org If you would like copies of the 
souvenir poster from 4 April 2008, or of the Edinburgh Printing 
Trail, or arrange a walk based upon the leaflet, please email me at 
hwilliams@500yearsofprinting.org
Other useful websites
www.scottishprintarchive.org   www.sapphire.ac.uk
www.the-old-school-demon.co.uk    www.nls.uk/printing
Helen Williams – Project Manager

Photos: Chepman & Millar’s Plaque; left, Helen Williams and above Gen 
Harrison at the Edinburgh Libraries Fair 2008 (these two photos by 
Louisa Knobloch)


