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NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
Thanks to the efforts of 
Emily Simpson (Royal 
College of Physicians), 
Simon Ward (Napier 
University), Penelope Carter 
(National Galleries), Elspeth 
Third (City of Edinburgh Council), Marianne Smith (Royal 
College of Surgeons), Alison Metcalfe (NLS), and 
Christine Chambers (Edinburgh City Libraries), the ELISA 
Open Day 2007 is all set for Tuesday 15th May.
The theme is “SKILLS TO CHANGE” looking at what skills 
are needed by people working in the library and 
information sector, currently and for the future. The focus 
will be on sharing practical experiences and real 
knowledge. The outline programme features: 

• Presentations on successful marketing 
• Small group sessions examining different skill sets 

for different library posts 
• Formal debate on the future of the profession 
• Presentations on the effective use of new 

technology to communicate 
• Inspirational end-note speaker 

The full programme and invitations will be issued at the 
beginning of next week. 
 
ELISA Working Groups 
• The Access Group is now monitoring the progress of 

the Edinburgh Library Passport scheme.  
• The Communications, Web and Marketing Group 

are active once again now the ELISA website is 
functional. Task and finish groups are working on 
developing and maintaining the website, and 
developing a marketing strategy for the promotion of 
all libraries and information services in Edinburgh. 

• The e-Content Group is examining various search 
tools to make specific digital collections easily 
accessible online. The Group is also looking at ways 
of developing this resource into a larger ELISA 
strategic project to make the information genuinely 
relevant for the Edinburgh public at large. 

• The Staff Development & Training Group is 
exploring the possibilities of developing a training 
scheme for library staff on a co-operative basis. The 
Group have also set up a small chartership support 
group that are looking at collaborative ways of 
supporting candidates – their first event is on 24th 
April. This is in addition to organising the programme 
of library visits, please see overleaf and the ELISA 
website for more information.   

 

RAISING THE PROFILE: THE MOIR LIBRARY 

The Moir Library is a specialist collection of printed material 
dedicated to the interests of beekeepers. It is owned and run 
by The Scottish Beekeepers’ Association for the benefit of its 
Members. 
 
Nowadays “The Moir” is split: the Moir Lending Library is 
currently housed in the Fountainbridge Public Library while 
the Moir Rare Books, some 230 or so, have been kept 
separately for a number of years due to their monetary or 
rarity value. In 2002 they were deposited on long loan with 
the National Library of Scotland. 
 
The collection is named after John Moir who started collecting 
books on bees and beekeeping shortly after the formation of 
the national association in 1912. Within four years he had 
acquired 167 books and by 1933 had amassed over 1200 
items. The collection was still housed in his own home and he 
was still the SBA’s Hon. Librarian despite his considerable 
age and, at this point, contact was made with Edinburgh’s 
Public Library. 
 
The Moir is both a reference and a lending library. The range 
of subject matter is spectacular and covers every aspect of 
the craft: the natural history of bees generally and of honey 
bees in particular; bees in literature and folklore, in history 
and archaeology; works on botany, biology and bee anatomy; 
on bee breeding and queen rearing, diseases and pests; 
books specifically aimed at children or beginners or those 
setting up a beekeeping business; on the production of honey 
and other hive products and their uses; the medicinal and 
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nutritional values of honey – the list is endless. There are 
books on beekeeping by classical authors; books dating 
from the 16th century; publications in French, German, 
Italian and other languages, written by notable beekeepers 
of their time; and much material from America; also 
innumerable pamphlets from research stations and 
government departments. New material is constantly 
added to keep the collection up-to-date and relevant to the 
needs of beekeepers. 
 
After 1924, once the SBA was publishing its own 
magazine The Scottish Beekeeper, John Moir instituted a 
scheme whereby our magazine was sent to interested 
associations or institutions around the world while their 
magazines arrived in the Moir. These magazines, dating 
back across the years, are accounted one of the glories of 
the collection. The scheme operates to this day. 
 
Members can borrow books by visiting the Library in 
person, by writing in, or by contacting the SBA’s Library 
Convenor. The Library also goes out to Members by 
means of “Library Boxes”. Each box contains 10 -15 books 
and they circulate among the local beekeeping 
associations affiliated to the SBA. 
 
The story of John Moir is as unusual as the collection 
itself. In 1878, John and his brother were appointed as 
joint managers of a newly formed trading company and 
sailed away to East Africa to follow in the steps of 
Livingstone. Their mission was to trade with the local 
people, open up routes into the interior and to abolish the 
slave trade. 
 
Their methods of management and fair dealing won the 
confidence of the locals but brought them into conflict with 
the Arab slave traders. It came to war, which they won 
although John was severely wounded; thereafter he 
settled down to farming in the Shiré Highlands which was 
when beekeeping entered his life as bees were needed to 
pollinate the crops. Ill health forced his return to Edinburgh 
where he continued his beekeeping and became a 
founder member of the newly-formed SBA. 

 
Both the Association 
and the Library are 
approaching their 
centenary; they have 
witnessed many 
changes in that time 
but mankind’s 
perpetual fascination 
with honey bees will 
surely continue for 
many years to come.   
 
Una A. Robertson,
SBA Library 
Convenor and 
Immediate Past 
President 

POSTSCRIPT – Edinburgh City Libraries, as Mrs Robertson 
points out, houses the lending part of the Moir Library.  One 
of our former librarians, now retired, has maintained the 
library’s paper-based catalogue for many years, but has now 
come to the time when she would like to hand over the 
responsibility to someone else.  It may be that there is 
someone out there in ELISA land, who is interested in taking 
this on, or who might know of someone who would.  If so, 
please contact Martin Hinds, Service Development Manager, 
martin.hinds@edinburgh.gov.uk, or 529 7464.  He will be 
pleased to discuss this with you. 
 
Sources of information on the latest library events and 
developments: 
 
Edinburgh City of Literature Trust: You can subscribe to the City 
of Literature’s monthly bulletin sampling some of Edinburgh's literary 
events by contacting Anna Burkey  
anna@cityofliterature.com . Many more such events and news items 
can be found through the website at www.cityofliterature.com
Scottish Poetry Library: a comprehensive quarterly newsletter for 
all things poetic in Scotland. 
http://www.spl.org.uk/email_readers_quarterly/rq_spring_2007.html
Contact Lilias Fraser, Reader Development Officer 
LFraser@spl.org.uk
CILIPS East Branch newsletter: for all those interested in issues 
and information involving career development within the profession. 
Contact Alison Leslie a.leslie@nls.uk
Publishing Scotland: From the beginning of April, the Scottish 
Publishers Association became Publishing Scotland - the network for 
trade, training and development. Please visit the website for further 
details http://www.scottishbooks.org/ . You will also find details of the 
latest training courses from Publishing Scotland, and information on 
our new organisation and new network member category. Contact 
Katherine Naish katherine.naish@publishingscotland.org.
National Library of Scotland: Get the latest news from the National 
through subscribing to the email newsletter or by using the RSS 
feed. http://www.nls.uk/news/index.html
Edinburgh University Library, Museums & Galleries: news and 
events can be found at http://www.lib.ed.ac.uk/news/(an RSS feed is 
available). The regular news on projects might be of particular 
interest to external people.  
Slainte – Information & Libraries Scotland: a comprehensive 
listing of LIS events nationwide 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendarsummary.cfm

ELISA events: 
 
Monday 23rd April, 10.00am - visit to SPICe (Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre). Contact Margaret Lobban 
m.lobban@napier.ac.uk

Tuesday 24th April 9.30am – ELISA Chartership Support Group in 
association with CILIPS East Branch, “Portfolio Planning & 
Evaluating Skills”. Contact Valerie Walker 
Valerie.walker@educ.edin.gov.uk telephone: 0131 469 2877 
 
Wednesday 25th April, 9.00am – Data Protection and FOI update, 
staff awareness programme Edinburgh University Main Library. 
Contact Wendy Ball wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

Tuesday 1st May, 2.30pm and Tuesday 29th May, 10.30am – visit 
to Library & Information Centre, City of Edinburgh Council at the new 
premises in Waverley Court. Contact Gilly Dennis 
gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk
Tuesday 15th May, 10.00 – 4.00 – ELISA Open Day Image: Melissographia. Rome, 1625. 
[NLS shelfmark: MRB.233]. Engraving 
prepared wit the help of a microscope. 
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