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Enlightenment Evidence
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

August 15,17-21 at 11.00.
The Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh’s Library contains 
one of Scotland’s greatest collections of 18th Century books and 

manuscripts. Iain Milne Sibbald Librarian and Morrice McCrae 
College Historian discuss some of their favourites from the 

collection. Find out whether the medicines contained in Bonnie 
Prince Charlie’s medicine chest worked and what an 

Enlightenment doctor prescribed in his mail-order medical 
practice.

Visit www.rcpe.ac.uk/library for further details

She's not just quiet...she's dead  by Tracy Crisp

Murder! And the vegetarian librarian is framed. Oh, and she still 
hasn't fed the kids. A witty comic mystery blending storytelling and 
standup to show you libraries as you've never seen them before 

(with stops along the way to contemplate life and death and 
everything in between).

The Space on the Mile @ Jury's Inn (V260), 43 Jeffrey St
Venue Box Office: 0845 508 8387: online bookings here

Season: August 10-22 (not Sundays) 19.35 (45 mins) £7 (con £5)
www.tracycrisp.com | adelaidefromadelaide.wordpress.com

RAISING THE PROFILE

SCOTTISH AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

   SAC (Scottish Agricultural College) is an 
organisation which focuses on the 
development and support of land-based 
industries and delivers this through research, 
education & training and advisory & 
consultancy services.  The college has 3 
main campuses in Ayr, Aberdeen and 
Edinburgh and also 23 local farm advisory 
offices, eight veterinary centres and 5 
research farms across Scotland. 
   My first year as site librarian at SAC has 
flown by, and reflecting on that time I realise 
how many new skills and experiences I’ve 
picked up along the way.  Coming into the 
world of academic libraries from the public 
library sector was trickier than I’d imagined –
suddenly confronted by licensing agreements 
for databases, electronic journals and ebooks 
not to mention hordes of enthusiastic students!  
   Each SAC campus has a library, and I’m responsible for the 
Edinburgh site.  Our users are SAC students and teaching staff as 
well as researchers and consultants.  We have a reciprocal 
borrowing agreement with Edinburgh University, whose students 
and staff are welcome to use our library and we’re open to the 
public on a reference basis. 
   The library collection includes books, journals, pamphlets, DVDs 
and subscriptions to numerous databases and electronic journals.  
The subjects covered are wide ranging, but there is particular 
emphasis on agriculture and related sciences, rural business 
development and management, food chain quality and safety, and 
rural resource and environmental management.  
   The Edinburgh library is staffed by 3 part-time library assistants 
and myself.  Although the libraries are geographically far from 
each other, the 3 library teams work closely together and we utilise 
technologies such as Sharepoint and wikis to pool resources and 

collaborate on projects. 
   My duties include taking responsibility for 
the day to day running of the library, 
supervising and training the library staff, 
managing and monitoring the library budget, 
and ensuring we provide an efficient and 
effective service to SAC students and staff.  
We try to ensure every student and new 
member of staff receives a library induction 
tour to familiarise themselves with the library, 
and we follow these up with sessions on e-
resources and other topics throughout the 
year. 
   We’ve recently been focussing on 
integrating more Web 2 technologies into our 
service to ensure the library remains 
appealing to students and in the forefront of 
the virtual environment. Our ask-a-librarian 
service has been very popular with staff and 
students alike, who now use the instant chat 
function for all sorts of library requests.  You 
can also follow us on Twitter and a revamp of 

our web pages is in the pipeline.  Last academic year also saw the 
introduction of wifi into all SAC libraries which has been greatly 
appreciated by our students.  
   From January this year we’ve been part of the SHEDL (Scottish 

Higher Education Digital Library) consortium which gives us 
access to a huge number of additional electronic journal titles.  
We’ve also been building up an ebook collection which is proving 
increasingly popular.  It has always been a challenge for SAC 
libraries to provide a high quality library and information service to 
all our users, as the organisation is so disparate.  However the 
increase in electronic resources we can offer means we can make 
information available to our users 24/7 whether they’re on an SAC 
campus, or in far-flung offices in Stornoway or Lerwick.  
   More information on our services and our contact details are 
available on the SAC library website (www.sac.ac.uk/library), 
please feel free to get in touch.
Dawn McQuillan, Site Librarian, SAC Edinburgh



T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh

NEWS

Edinburgh City libraries have done it again and proved that 
libraries can change lives. At the Libraries Change Lives award 
ceremony held at the CILIP Umbrella Conference in July, the 
Edinburgh Reading Champion Project led by Colm Linnane, was 
runner up under stiff competition. 
This innovative Edinburgh-wide initiative encourages reading for 
pleasure amongst looked after children and young people in 
residential care in Edinburgh. The Project encourages staff to help 
the most vulnerable young people discover the pleasures of 
reading, contributing to their self esteem, sense of attachment and 
educational achievement. Prize money of £2000 gives a further 
boost to the Project. 

* * * * * * * * *
Publishing Scotland is publicising its schedule of training courses 
for the autumn. Anyone involved in content creation should have a 
look at what’s on offer.
http://www.publishingscotland.co.uk/default.aspx?pid=1

Tell-a-Story Day 2009 -
It's time to talk

Organise a Tell-a-Story Day! Bring your friends, family, 
colleagues and community together on Tell-a-Story Day and be 
part of the Scottish Storytelling Centre's 20th International 
Storytelling Festival! Tell-a-Story Day is the national celebration of 
oral storytelling for all ages, and the perfect opportunity to hold 
your own DIY storytelling event - big or small - and tell your own 
tales, or encourage and enable other people to share their stories, 
experiences and memories. Why not make Friday 30th October
your special storytelling day, celebrate Scotland's unique heritage 
and culture, and support the world's oldest form of 
entertainment. Sign up now to receive Tell-a-Story Day updates, 
and check out our free downloadable resources. Anyone can 
organise their own DIY storytelling event: it's fun, it's easy, it's free
and we'll provide you with all the essentials: resources, advice, 
posters and stickers, publicity support... everything you need for a 
successful day!

For more information on how to get involved please visit our 
website (www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk) or contact us 
on 0131 652 3272

"It was brilliant to see people with profound and multiple learning 
disabilities responding to Halloween storytelling."
Maureen Phillip, Gleneagles Adult Resource Centre, TASD 2008 

participant

Please spread the word!
Circulate this to your friends and colleagues

NOTA BENE

The Scottish Storytelling Centre is the unique national agency 
for live oral storytelling in Scotland, and works to promote and 
support the development of storytelling in its traditional and 
contemporary forms, across all sectors of society, in all parts of 
Scotland and in international contexts.

The Centre’s international links are not least illustrated through the 
annual Scottish International Storytelling Festival. Focusing on 
a different theme each year, the Festival is Scotland's annual 
celebration of storytelling. The 2009 Festival (23rd October-2nd

November) draws on the theme of ‘Homelands’ and features
outstanding storytellers from Scotland and the Caribbean, 
Australia, New Zealand, the USA and Canada. Alongside a packed 
programme of events at the Storytelling Centre and at partner 
venues across Scotland, the Festival coordinates a busy outreach 
programme to libraries, schools, prisons and other community 
groups across Edinburgh and the Lothians, featuring both Scottish 
and international storytellers.

Tell-a-Story Day is also a wonderful way for libraries to across the 
country to take part in the Storytelling Festival, and the perfect 
opportunity to hold a DIY storytelling event and tell your own tales, 
or encourage and enable other people of all ages to share their 
stories, experiences and memories. Find out more about Tell-a-
Story Day and the range of free resources on offer at 
http://www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk/festival/scottish_storytell
ing_tell_story_day.asp

And it’s not just at Festival time that the Centre engages with 
libraries and their local communities. We work year-round with 
over 120 professional storytellers across Scotland to run 
tailormade storytelling sessions and skill development workshops 
for library services across the country. A recent project that 
demonstrates the Centre’s ongoing engagement with libraries is 
the Edinburgh Reading Champions project. Aimed at encouraging 
reading for pleasure amongst looked after children and young 
people in residential care in Edinburgh, the project featured a 
series of storytelling sessions for young people, as well as skill 
development workshops for library and care staff. For more 
information visit: 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/leisure/libraries/explore_your
_library/accessibility/cec_the_reading_project

For more information on the Storytelling Festival, Tell-a-Story Day 
or the range of national outreach options available, please visit 
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk or contact Caroline Budge on 
0131 652 3272 or caroline@scottishstorytellingcentre.com


