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Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 2008 
the wealth of knowledge and information in Edinburgh 

made freely available to all - 

Starting on Saturday 8th November until Friday 14th November,
Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 2008 will be a week long series of 
events following three strands: 

� hidden Edinburgh   � creative Edinburgh  � active Edinburgh  

Plans are well underway to organise events that allow the public to 
follow the strands across the city at many different venues with 
something for all ages. If you would like to participate in any way 
and have not made contact as yet, the organisers would be 
delighted to hear from you. wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

Date for your diary: ELISA Open Day, Tuesday 13th May: 10.00 – 
4.00 at the National Library of Scotland, Causewayside.  
The focus of this Open Day will be current trends in the training of 
library and information staff. There will be plenty of opportunities to 
meet colleagues and fellow professionals. There will also be an 
opportunity for services to display materials to promote current 
developments and information to colleagues. Further details will 
follow in due course. 
 
The ELISA Staff Development & Training Group Library Visits  
• 33 publications already produced this month 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/Recent – come and 
see how to keep on top of the information needs of the fast 
moving and volatile world of government. The Scottish 
Government Information Management Unit are offering an 
insight into their electronic library service as well as a tour of 
the library store room and a chance to meet the team and ask 
questions. Thursday, 13th March 10.00 - 12.00 at Saughton 
House. The visit is limited to 12 places, please contact Wendy 
Ball to book your place wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

• Tour of the Royal Botanic Gardens Library. Tuesday 18th 
March 10.00 - 12.00 - please book early to avoid 
disappointment. Participants will be given a tour of the Library, 
will have the opportunity to learn about its work, and to see 
some of the rare books in the collection. The visit is limited to 
15 participants. Those wishing to attend should contact Gill 
McDonald g.a.mcdonald@hw.ac.uk

• Due to demand, extra dates have been offered for 
demonstrations of Edinburgh’s Capital Collections,
Edinburgh’s Central Library image collection – now live 
http://www.capitalcollections.org.uk.Staff are invited to see a 
demo of the website and then look at the staff management 
system behind it on the following dates:Tuesday 22nd April 2-
4pm / Thurs 1st May 2-4pm / Fri 9th May 10-12am / 
Wednesday 14th May 2-4pm.In the conference room at 
Central Library, George IV Bridge. Please contact Gilly Dennis 
to book a place – gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk

Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature Trust launches the One 
Book – One Edinburgh citywide reading campaign Dr Jekyll & 
Mr Hyde on Thursday 21st February. You can find all our 
Reading Campaign events in our What's On section.  
 
Electric Connections 2008: Collaborating on content 
Scottish Storytelling Centre, 45 High Street, Edinburgh on 11th 
March. Featuring the launch of DASLAM (Digital Access Scotland: 
Libraries, Archives and Museums working together) and a briefing 
on work being carried out to create a UK Content Framework by 
the Strategic Content Alliance. Attendance is free but places 
should be booked using the online form at www.slainte.org.uk
events section. 
 
NOTA BENE 
Edinburgh’s Book Prescription Scheme 
 
At various places across the country, book prescription schemes 
and “bibliotherapy” opportunities are being developed with great 
success, including: 
East Ayrshire: http://www.east-
ayrshire.gov.uk/comser/libraries/Bibliotherapy.asp
West Lothian: 
http://www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/news/mediaroom/news_release/
07_03_27_books_on_prescription_wl.asp
(Some general information from a one day conference in 2007 on 
the links between reading and health 
http://www.ebase.bcu.ac.uk/events/health-option-full-abstract.html
)
Edinburgh City Council Library Service and NHS Lothian are 
currently working together to develop a book prescription scheme 
for Edinburgh. The aim is to enhance the range of professionally 
guided support and self help available to those with mental health 
problems within the City of Edinburgh. This will be achieved by 
introducing a service whereby GPs and other designated 
professional health workers within the City of Edinburgh can 
‘Prescribe’ appropriate books, reading and support materials to 
patients. These books and other resources will be delivered 
through the existing network of City Council Libraries using the 
current membership and loan service. 
Work is underway to fine tune the administration from the library 
end, and to establish the prescription mechanisms at the GPs end. 
When this is completed, the scheme can then be promoted. Once 
established the scheme’s developing team will be looking at 
contribution/assistance opportunities that other community groups, 
networks and partnerships may be able to deliver – and this will 
very definitely include members of ELISA. Ian Kirkby, who is 
representing Edinburgh City Council Library Service, would be 
interested in hearing from anyone who believes that their service 
could contribute in anyway to the prescription scheme. He is also 
interested in hearing from anyone who can suggest a good name 
for the scheme! ian.kirkby@edinburgh.gov.uk
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RAISING THE PROFILE 
Lothian Health Services Archive 
 
Lothian Health Services Archive (LHSA) is the local repository for all 
historically important National Health Service records in Lothian.  LHSA 
also collects records relating to the history of Scottish healthcare and 
medicine.   
 
LHSA originated in 1967 when the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh appointed 
an Archivist to look after their substantial collection of records which date 
back to the late 17th century.  In 1974 the remit of the Archivist was 
widened to include all the hospitals covered by the then Lothian Health 
Board and in 1988 the Archive moved to its current home in Edinburgh 
University Library, George Square.  We share reading room and office 
facilities with the Special Collections department.  LHSA is NHS-funded 
and run by the University, a successful arrangement that celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in 2005. 
 
LHSA holds 
approximately 3,000 
linear metres of records 
in a variety of media, 
although the majority are 
paper-based.  Our largest 
collections come from 
hospitals and NHS 
administrative bodies, 
and consist mainly of 
administrative papers and 
patient records from, for 
example, the Royal 
Infirmary of Edinburgh, 
Leith Hospital and the 
South Eastern Regional 
Hospital Board.  With the 
closure of a number of 
smaller hospitals in 
Edinburgh in the last 
twenty years, the 
collections held by LHSA 
have grown significantly.   
 
The Archive also contains a number of smaller collections of papers 
relating to organisations and individuals, for example, the Edinburgh and 
South East Scotland Blood Transfusion Service and the ’Take Care’ 
campaign promoting HIV/AIDS awareness in the late 1980s.   
 
As well as paper-based records we hold a large number of images, 
including photographs, plans, and even X-rays.  We also have a small 
object collection, made up of medical instruments, artefacts, plaques, 
badges, textiles and some silverware. 
 
Patient and staff records held by LHSA are subject to strict closure periods, 
and part of our curatorial role involves ensuring the security of confidential 
records and managing any access to them in accordance with relevant 
legislation. 
 
I have worked at LHSA for almost three years now and really enjoy being 
part of the team.    Working in our small team and for a specialised archive 
really gives you the chance to get to know the records well – there’s always 
more to learn of course but that’s what I like about the job.  The core 
activities of LHSA can be described as follows: 
 
1) Provision of user services to visiting readers and remote enquirers. 
We receive a high level of enquiries from a wide range of sources: from an 
NHS colleague asking about retention periods for records; to an academic 
researching the history of maternity care and the medicalisation of 
childbirth; to a family historian requesting information about an ancestor 

who was admitted to the 
Royal Edinburgh 
Hospital.  Quite often we 
also receive calls from 
people asking for medical 
advice or for an 
appointment with a 
consultant – these are 
swiftly passed on to NHS 
Lothian! 
2) Cataloguing of 
archival collections.  
We catalogue our 
collections using the 
General International 
Standard of Archival 
Description, [ISAD(G)], 
PDFs of our catalogues 
are available via our 
website 
(www.lhsa.lib.ed.ac.uk).  
We aim to make them 
fully searchable online in 
the future.   
3) Preservation and 
conservation.  LHSA has its own dedicated paper conservator who 
manages a programme of work including wide-scale measures taken to 
maintain the condition of the collection as a whole, for example re-housing 
and environmental monitoring, in conjunction with the treatment of 
individual items as necessary to enable access to records without causing 
further damage, for example cleaning and tear repair.  LHSA also has a 
proven track record in securing external funding for conservation projects.  
We currently employ two staff on a two year Wellcome Trust Research 
Resources in Medical History-funded project conserving clinical case 
notes.  This is the fourth project of this type to be run by LHSA. 
4) Promotion of the Archive and participation in projects.  LHSA is 
always  keen to promote the Archive and forge links with other 
organisations.  We are gradually building up an outreach programme to 
promote LHSA and engage new users both locally and worldwide.  LHSA is 
currently working alongside the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 
the Edinburgh Cine and Video Society, the Leith History Society and the 
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh Arts Committee on a number of different 
projects.  Plans are also afoot to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the NHS 
on 5 July 2008 with an exhibition (venue to be arranged) that will also be 
available online - we will keep TACIT readers informed of the details! 
 
Please visit the LHSA website (www.lhsa.lib.ed.ac.uk) for contact details 
and more information on our records and services.  We are currently 
revamping our website and hope the updated site will go live in the coming 
months, so please keep visiting! 
 
If you’d like to find out more about health records held across Scotland, 
please visit ‘Finding the Right Clinical Notes’ (www.clinicalnotes.ac.uk), an 
online finding aid of Scottish personal health records.  
 
Rosie McLure, Assistant Archivist 
Lothian Health Services Archive 
Tel: +44 (0) 131 651 1720/ Email: rosie.mclure@ed.ac.uk 

 

Simona Cenci: LHSA Project Conservator 
Katrina Redman: LHSA Project 
Conservation Assistant 

Rosie McLure in Archive Store 

Rosie McLure: LHSA Assistant Archivist and Laura Brouard: LHSA 
BLACKWELL BOOKSHOP is interested in finding out how 
they best can serve existing and potential library 
customers. They cordially invite all ELISA members to a 
Discussion Evening on Thursday 21st February at 6pm,
where they are offering you a chance to tour the newly 
refitted shop and to join them for a glass of wine – a great 
opportunity to make suggestions and ask questions.  
Assistant Archivist in their office at George Square 
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