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Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 2008 is poised for a new 
phase. There are nine organisations currently confirmed as 
contributors and many more are in the wings but still at the 
discussion stage. Please note that the deadline for confirmed 
participation (general proposals are all that’s needed at this 
stage) is Monday 28th April! See the current list of contributors 
on http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/?page_id=158
The week of events has the potential to have a deep impact on 
Edinburgh in bringing knowledge and information resources and 
services to all different kinds of communities throughout the city. 
However, whilst the ideas have been exciting, and the response 
enthusiastic, the practical follow through has been slow. I urge all 
TACIT readers to take action – this is a great opportunity for 
libraries to be big and bold. Please get in touch and send in your 
confirmation forms NOW!! 

NEWS 
Grampian Information, the regional library and information network 
for the northern regions of Scotland has resurged with an 
interesting calendar of events, a useful website, and news of lots 
of stimulating developments. Amelia Davies has joined GI this 
month, as Executive Support Officer, and will be key to maintaining 
and updating the communication channels. Why not subscribe to 
the quarterly newsletter and see what Grampian’s answer to 
ELISA is working on? http://grampianinfo.co.uk/?page_id=67

Cities of Reading, Cities of Literature 
This is a one-day CPD event organised by the Scottish Centre for 
the Book in partnership with the Scottish Arts Council and 
Edinburgh City of Literature on Friday, 20 June 2008 at the 
Craiglockhart Campus of Napier University, Edinburgh. The event 
is intended for arts administrators, reading development officers, 
librarians and others who wish to learn about best practice in this 
growing field. For the programme see  
http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/?page_id=131 For 
further details or to reserve a place please contact Fiona Hartree, 
SCOB Administrator: F.Hartree@napier.ac.uk

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH:
♦ The national listing of library and information events from SLIC 

and CILIPS http://www.slainte.org.uk/
♦ Events throughout the year and throughout the country 

celebrating 500 years of printing in Scotland 
http://www.500yearsofprinting.org/

♦ News at the National Library of Scotland 
http://www.nls.uk/news/index.html

♦ What’s on in this City of Literature 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/index.aspx?sec=1&pid=1

RAISING THE PROFILE  
The Scotsman Publications Library 

 

Exterior of The Scotsman building on Holyrood Road 
ELISA Open Forum “Next Steps”: where are you going with 
your work, have you an eye on pushing your career forward, are 
you interested in stepping sideways and seeing where your skills 
can be transferred, perhaps you are concentrating on keeping up 
to date with current skills and developments, or like many of us-
perhaps you don’t really know what your options are. Perhaps 
you are thinking about opportunities not only for yourself but also 
for your staff. Join us to explore the options available for all kinds 
of opportunities for career and professional development. Let’s 
find out what is really possible in Edinburgh and see where 
ELISA might help.   
See http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/?page_id=131 for 
programme and e-mail Wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk to book a 
libraries & information services agency
2 8106 / e-mail: wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk 
ww.edinburghlibrariesagency.info 

place.

Over 190 years of Scottish history has been documented by the 
various titles that have been part of The Scotsman Publications 
Ltd.The Scotsman Publications Library provides services for the 
staff of The Scotsman, Edinburgh Evening News and Scotland on 
Sunday newspapers.  
 
The Library moved into its current location in 1999 when the 
company relocated from its landmark but out-dated building on 
North Bridge to a purpose built office on Holyrood Road.  In 2006, 
The Scotsman Publications Limited was acquired by Johnston 
Press Group, the UK’s third largest regional publisher. 

Library staff are responsible for archiving all published text and 
pictures as well as dealing with enquiries from staff, members of 
the public and other institutions with our main focus on assisting 
our editorial staff in their research. 
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Lucy Thom cNeely checking photograph log-
book.

Staffed from 8am to 8.30pm, the 
library consists of a Library 
Manager, 3 full-time, 1 part-time day  
and 2 part-time staff who fulfil the 
evening shift on a job share basis. 
 
I joined the library a few months 
before the move from North Bridge 
and have seen massive changes in 
technology and working practices.  
 
When I started with the company  
there was just one computer in the 
library that provided access within 
the company to a searchable 
database. Now all staff have 

desktop access to our in-house database and all journalists have 
access to Nexis.com to enable them to research other 
publications. 
 
The enquiries we receive can be about everything and 
anything and library staff make the best use of all available 
resources to answer them.  
 
The various types of enquiries can involve fact checking, 
tracing people, biographical profiles, statistics or detailed 
background research. Recent enquiries include; 
• What is the length of the average cat? (This was so 

they could work out how much room you actually need 
to swing a cat) 

• Can you track down people in Edinburgh who were 
married on the same day as the Queen and Prince 
Philip? 

• What was the name of the first baby born in Edinburgh 
after the introduction of the National Health Service? 
 

When dealing with editorial enquiries we have to find a 
balance between speed and accuracy due to the deadlines our 
journalists work to. We aim to complete research enquiries within 
15 minutes.  
 
As well as trusted sources on the Internet, resources used include 
databases such as; 

• NewsSearch (our in-house database for our titles dating 
back to 1991) 

• Nexis (access to thousands of publications worldwide) 
• Cameo - Electoral Roll 
• Companies House 

 
In the era before electronic databases library staff would cut 
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We do not have a complete index for our titles so for enquires 
which are non-date specific library staff have to use other sources 
such as cuttings and photographs to trace the relevant article.  
 
The library is also responsible for the archiving and maintenance 
of our photographic database which currently holds over 800,000 
of our photographs. 
 
The company began the switch to digital cameras in the late 1990s 
and had stopped using film by 2000. All digital photographs are 
held in our database. 
 
Sadly many of the very early photographs have been lost but the 
pre-1963 negatives that survived have all been digitised. That 
leaves us with a large collection of negatives dating from between 
1963 to 1999, only a selection of which have been digitised. We 
are currently researching possibilities for digitising as much of this 
unique collection as possible. 

 
The media industry is constantly evolving and the library has to 
keep pace. In recent years we have changed from being the sole 
point of research to taking more of a facilitating role, providing 
advice on research and updating the company intranet with 
relevant weblinks and portals whilst still providing research 
services as required. 
 
Whilst our focus is on supporting our editorial staff we are happy to 
assist libraries and other institutions with any enquiries they may 
have regarding our titles. Please contact me at  
cnelson@scotsman.com.

Craig Nelson, Library Manager 
 

Library staff at work in 1972 preparing cuttings files. 
articles out of the day’s papers and file them in relevant envelop
We still use the cuttings that have survived the various culls o
the years and these cuttings will be an invaluable resource u
our entire archive has been digitised 
 
For researching within our own titles we have various methods
our disposal. We have a complete collection of all our titles 
microfilm and in bound volume :- The Scotsman dating from 18
Evening News from 1873 and Scotland on Sunday from 1988. W
also hold the now defunct titles, the Edinburgh Evening Despa
and The Weekly Scotsman in bound volumes. 
 
Since 1991 the content for all our titles has been archived by 
library to our in-house database and in recent years we have se
the introduction of The Scotsman Digital Archive which, for a f
allows users to search the papers from 1817 – 19
(http://archive.scotsman.com/) 
son using the old cuttings files Jenny M
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