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Introducing the new editor 
for TACIT

ELISA is very fortunate to serve a 
lively and highly talented professional 
community based in Edinburgh. So 
when the call for volunteers to take 
on TACIT was sent out, we were 
lucky to be approached by Nicola 
Harrison. Niicola works as a librarian 
for both Intute and for Harley 
Haddow, the engineering firm 
(see, TACIT 29th April 2009  

http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/?page_id=13 ). After she agreed 
to take on the TACIT editorship, I asked Nicola a few questions.

 You have bravely stuck your head above the parapet and volunteered 
to take on the editorship of TACIT. What motivated you to do this?

Well, on a basic level I do quite enjoy doing newsletters. I send out a 
quarterly newsIetter at work which started out as just a list of new books, 
but which I've expanded to include a section on websites for particular 
subjects and also a bit of waffling about what my plans are for library 
development. I also edited the EU Medieval Re-enactment Group 
newsletter for several years and had quite a lot of fun with that - though I 
did end up writing rather of the content than I planned on, which I hope 
won't happen with TACIT.
I'm also keen to get more involved in the wider library community. I'm an 
engineering librarian, and, like many specialist librarians, I work alone a lot 
of the time. I enjoy the independence, but at the same time it's nice once in
a while to talk to somebody who actually does the same job and shares 
similar experiences.
 What do you see as being the main purpose of TACIT?
Well, aside from the objectives which are on the TACIT page (networking 
and raising the profiles of services), I'd say it was very useful way of 
demonstrating the sheer diversity of librarianship as a job, and reminding 
people just how many libraries and librarians there are in and around 
Edinburgh. It can also highlight the different skills needed, from highly 
technical jobs like mine to the people skills needed when doing outreach 
and encouraging reluctant readers to see books as fun.
 Do you have a message for TACIT readers? 
Hello, I hope you enjoy reading TACIT in future, and do please send me 
items to put in it so that I don't have to write it all myself!

I am sure you will all join me in wishing Nicola lots of luck and I hope you 
will keep her happy with lots of copy!

Key people for ELISA Phase III –
the ELISA Business Committee

The new ELISA Business Committee was instated in September and since 
that time they have been meeting once a month to establish efficient 
communication channels for the ELISA community. Each member has 
taken on the responsibility of being liaison for a particular sector. They are 
happy to be contacted about any issues that might be of interest to ELISA.
There is no idea too small or too large for them to listen to – so please use 
these people – they are the future of ELISA. 

In addition to working on communication relays, the Business Committee 
have also been working on the ELISA strategies for the year ahead, 
building on feedback from the Working Groups and the Full Committee. 
They have been striving to make the goals for the year ahead clear, 
valuable, and achievable. They are planning to present these plans to the 
Full Committee at the next Full Committee meeting which is scheduled 
for Monday, February 1st at 3pm. (More details will be announced in 
TACIT and through the ELISA blog). 

The ELISA Business Committee
Jim Thompson: Quality Improvement Officer –
Service Development, Edinburgh City Libraries & 
Information Services
Chair of ELISA. Jim will also arrange for ELISA 
liaison for the public library service 

Anne McKay: Librarian, 
Astlie Ainslie Hospital, and 
NHS Education for 
Scotland
Anne.MacKay@nhslothian
.scot.nhs.uk
Anne is ELISA liaison for 
the F.E. Libraries and the 
health information services

Julie Johnstone: Librarian, 
Scottish Poetry Library
julie.johnstone@spl.org.uk
Julie is ELISA liaison for the 
specialist libraries

Janice McFarlane
Head of Partnerships & Professional Adviser, 
National Library of Scotland
j.mcfarlane@nls.uk
Janice is ELISA liaison for the national 
collections

Iain Young: Resources Centre Manager, Heriot-
Watt University i.w.young@hw.ac.uk
Iain is ELISA liaison for the H.E. libraries and will 
work with Ellen in overseeing the communication 
channels of ELISA

Cleo Jones: Manager, Information & Learning 
Resources Centre, City of Edinburgh Council
Cleo.jones@ea.edin.sch.uk
Cleo is ELISA liaison for all libraries and 
information services for young people. Cleo will 
also liaise between the Working Groups and the 
Business Committee where required.

Ellen Peacock: Information 
Services Manager, Institute of
Chartered Accountants of 
Scotland  epeacock@icas.org.uk
Ellen is ELISA liaison for the 
professional libraries and will 
work with Iain in overseeing the 
communication channels of 
ELISA

Irene McGowan: Head of 
Consultancy Services for 
College of Medicine & 
Veterinary Medicine, 
Edinburgh University
Irene.McGowan@ed.ac.uk
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A final message from Wendy – outgoing ELISA Development Officer …


