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RAISING THE PROFILE 

British Geological Survey Library (Scotland) – Research 
Knowledge Services 
 
“The British Geological Survey (BGS) is a part of the Natural 
Environmental Research Council (NERC) and is the nation’s 
principal supplier of objective, impartial and up-to-date geological 
expertise and information for decision making for governmental, 
commercial and individual users” – BGS Mission. 
 
Founded in 1835, the British Geological Survey (BGS) is the 
world's oldest national geological survey. In 1867 the survey 
established a Scottish office in Edinburgh and a library was set up 
to satisfy the research needs of its staff. The staff numbers and 
specialities have increased over the years ensuring the growth of 
the library collections. Over the last 150 years the BGS Library has 
grown and developed into one of the world's major earth science 
libraries.  
 
In the Edinburgh library there are extensive collections from all 
over the world of books, maps, and journals as well as BGS 
publications. The library also holds collections of British geological 
photographs. The library is principally available to staff but it also 
provides a public reference service for a range of users including 
academics, government departments, local authorities, commerce 
and the general public.

The library catalogue (Geolib) http://geolib.bgs.ac.uk/ contains 
records for all serials held by BGS, plus BGS publications, maps 
and monographs catalogued since 1970.  It is also possible to gain 
electronic access to internal and commercial publications which 
are linked to the catalogue. The library intranet pages also allow 
staff to access e-journals, earth science bibliographic databases 
and library catalogues to aid their own literature searches although 
library staff are always available to assist. 
 
The BGS Library Service has been involved in a collaborative 
initiative with the other NERC research centres to launch The 
NERC Open Research Archive (NORA) e-repository. NORA is 
implemented through the NERC libraries and will make research 
available to users through the web (http://nora.nerc.ac.uk). Staff 
are encouraged to self deposit their research into NORA and 
librarians edit all metadata and check files and copyright issues 
before upload to the ‘live’ repository. 
 
There are only two staff employed in the BGS library in Edinburgh. 
As the library manager my work load is diverse and keeps me 

extremely busy. The 
library is an integral 
part of the BGS 
Information Service 
which allows the 
library staff more 
participation in 
project work outside 
the normal library 
remit, ensuring a 
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more streamlined 
nquiry service for our users. The library assistant, Nic Owenson is 

he main point of contact for enquiries and runs the front desk. She 
aintains the library routines and takes part in library projects. As 

he manager, I administer all facets of the Edinburgh library service 
nd staff, training of staff/students on library software and running 

he Geoscience Imagebase (GI) volunteer scheme.  

he GI (http://bgs.ac.uk/photoarchive/home.html ) is the corporate 
epository for BGS images and photographs. It had its origins way 
ack in 1996 when the Library and Photographic Services joined 

orces to database the large collections held by the BGS. With the 
se of digital cameras it was decided to extend the GI to manage 
rge amount of images taken for scientific purposes by BGS 

cientists themselves. The collections have been enhanced by 
elevant collections from outside BGS and by donation of 
ollections by geoscientists. I manage a friendly band of volunteers 
ho willingly give up their time to scan photographic media, edit 
igitised images as well as the data capture of the legacy 
ollections. I also manage the metadata input and editing and 
upervise staff that may be involved in data capture.    

GS Edinburgh library has been involved in a number of 
igitization projects and has recently scanned the collection of 
eological Survey of Ireland 1:63,360 maps and associated 
ections as well as producing a report for publication (IR/08/034).  
nce a year the entire office is open to the public to engage them 
 what we do, there is plenty of exhibits, hands on demonstrations 
nd children’s 
ctivities. The 
brary is open 
oo for the 
pen Day on 
aturday 27th 
eptember 

rom 10am – 
pm. Nic and I 
ok forward to 

eeing you. 

ail Gray 
GS Library 

http://bgs.ac.uk/photoarchive/home.html
http://nora.nerc.ac.uk/
http://geolib.bgs.ac.uk/
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By Leaves We Live : A celebration of artists’ 
books and small presses 

At 500 years old, printing is one of 
Scotland's oldest surviving industries. To 
mark this anniversary, celebrations of 
Scotland's printed heritage in all its forms 
have been underway since late last year and 
continue into the early months of 2009. 
A number of websites and web-based 
exhibitions have been developed as part of 
the celebrations: there are links to them on 
the page on Scotland's printing history. A
limited edition of 500 mugs celebrating the 
quincentenary has been produced by the 
National Trust for Scotland: it and other 

related merchandise is available from Robert Smail's Printing 
Works and the Lasting Impressions exhibition at the Trust's 
headquarters in Edinburgh. The National Library of Scotland and 
Sandstone Press have published Anthony Kamm's book, Scottish 
printed books 1508-2008.
Join us in exploring the printing heritage of Scotland, at one time 
printer to the world. Exhibitions, workshops and other events are 
taking place all over Scotland this year to mark the quincentenary, 
from Dumfries to Shetland, from Elgin to Galashiels. See our 
Activities and events page for details of events in your area, 
or contact: Helen Williams, Programme Manager  

 

Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 2008
Publicity materials ready for distribution!! 

the City of 
an Farmer) 
ted posters 
he Festival 
Scottish Poetry Library: Saturday 27 Septembe
2008  11am-6pm  Free, no booking required 

Join us for our lively and inspiring annual one-day fair at the
Scottish Poetry Library. More exhibitors than ever before, and
many new stalls. Stalls, displays and talks running throughout the

day. Drop in to browse or buy, meet publishers, artists and 
from Scotland and beyond, and listen to talks on poetry an
publishing. For readers, writers, artists, designers, publishers
anyone interested in books, printing and paper – all welcome
Scottish Poetry Library, Crichton's Close, Canongate, Edin
EH8 8DT 

What springs to mind when you think of “official publications
what do you wonder does an Official Publications Unit do 
bread and butter? A cursory look at the National Libra
Scotland OPU’s blog reveals … Medical and sa
arrangements for medical officers in British India in 1870s;
and power 2008 - report of the Equality and human 
commission annual survey on women in positions of power 
UK; Britain’s child migrants;  National Risk Register …
extraordinary resource and an interesting way can be fou
through the blog: http://nlsopublog.blogspot.com/ .

on plans for 
k beginning 
ervices will 
gements to 
immensely 

d electronic 
use printed 
irculated by 

esday 23rd

e note that 
hat are still 
ormation to 
dum to the 

gh Libraries 
na Dragic 

nd to Iain 
aking the 
r 

 
 
 

poets 
d art 
, and 
. The 

burgh 

” and 
for its 
ry of 
nitary 
  Sex 
rights 
in the 
. An 
nd in 

Thanks to the inspired and efficient delivery of 
Edinburgh Corporate Services Design Team (I
and Print Services (Jacqui Liddle), we have prin
and programmes delivered ahead of schedule. T
of Libraries planning team is working out distributi
the week beginning the 22nd September and wee
29th September. We hope that all contributing s
help distribute publicity and if you can make arran
collect materials from Wendy this would be 
helpful.  
 
In addition to the print publicity, we have prepare
files for web use and for inclusion onto in-ho
materials and plasma screens. These are being c
Wendy with this issue of TACIT. 

The dedicated website will be live on Tu
September www.edlibfest.org . Pleas
this will be an ideal tool for adding the events t
being developed as well as presenting fresh inf
the public. We also plan to have a printed adden
printed programme mad available at the Edinbur
Fair on Saturday 8th November. Our thanks to A
of Edinburgh City Council Web Team, a
Young of Heriot Watt University Library for m
website a reality.  

http://www.edlibfest.org/
http://nlsopublog.blogspot.com/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/projects/workingbetter/sexandpower/pages/variationsitedefault.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/projects/workingbetter/sexandpower/pages/variationsitedefault.aspx
http://www.500yearsofprinting.org/events.php
http://www.nls.uk/about/publications/books.html
http://www.nls.uk/about/publications/books.html
http://www.nts.org.uk/LastingImpressions/
http://www.nts.org.uk/Property/52/
http://www.nts.org.uk/Property/52/
http://www.500yearsofprinting.org/printing.php
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