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Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 
Celebrate our common wealth of knowledge 

Saturday, 6th October 2007 in the Assembly Rooms 
 

Arrangements for Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries progress 
well. For the exhibiting stands we have ten definite bookings 
and another 20 tables reserved with serious intent. I am looking 
for another 6 exhibitors, so please find out if your service is being 
represented and if not please encourage them to take part in this 
unique opportunity. We plan to have all tables confirmed by the 
end of July. 
 
We are in conversations with all 15 of our contributors to the 
talks programme and once the details are confirmed we will be 
able to announce the final programme. I am delighted to say that 
a well-kent face with well-kent voice and pen is willing to 
participate and again, once details are confirmed, we plan to 
make an announcement by the end of this month.  
 
Someone has pointed out that we are going to have our work cut 
out to get people into the Assembly Rooms for this event. Well 
that is very true but if we don’t get people it won’t be for want of 
trying. We are producing programme leaflets and posters. The 
leaflets will highlight the activities that are specifically targeted for 
particular groups of people, for example, children, local and 
family history groups, book lovers, business people, community 
groups. We will then distribute the leaflets to target these groups. 
If you think libraries are worth shouting about and if you think this 
event could showcase the knowledge and information resources 
in Edinburgh in a most dramatic way, please consider all ways 
we might distribute the publicity – ideas, named contacts, and 
offers to distribute would be most welcome.  
 
Hooray for the ten heros who have volunteered to help on the 
day! Their main task will be helping visitors get the most out of 
their time, guiding people to talks, handing out material, 
suggesting parts of the exhibition to visit, supporting exhibitors. 
We would still like more hands on deck, so if you can spare an 
hour or two on the 6th October, please let me know.  
 
NEWS FROM ELISA ACCESS WORKING GROUP 
The Group had a very successful meeting on 16th July when 
discussion about future activities of the group was on the 
agenda. The Group have decided to initiate a task and finish 
group that will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating the 
Edinburgh Library Passport Scheme. It is intended to convene 
this group towards the end of August with a view to undertaking 
an evaluation in September/ October. If you would like to be 
involved in this task, or know of someone who might be, please 
get in touch. No particular expertise needed, just a desire to see 
the Passport scheme succeed and its principle upheld. 
 
For future work, the Access Group is considering two practical 
projects of benefit to existing and potential users. Firstly, the 
group would like to explore the possibility of developing a book 
prescription scheme. This has been introduced very  

 

successfully elsewhere. For information on the launch of the first 
Scottish book prescription scheme see:  
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Database/depression.html and the 
public facing side can be seen here:  
http://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/health_social_care/libraries_and
_health_page/healthy_reading.htm .If you are interested in this work 
or have some information that you can share, please let me know 
and I will pass it on to the Group.  
 
The Access Group is also considering a collaborative quality 
assessment scheme that might incorporate elements of the 
“mystery shopper” method. If you have any experience in this field or 
would be interested to learn more, please get in touch. 
 
SIN IS ALIVE AND WELL.
The Scottish Information Network has been less visible than usual 
but has been active behind the scenes. The network is now pleased 
to announce the forthcoming events and welcomes members and 
non-members : 
3rd September (Awaiting confirmation of date) EDINBURGH, 6 PM 
– Visit to Scottish Parliament. SIN is pleased to announce that the 
Scottish Parliamentary Information Centre have kindly agreed to 
host a visit to this stunning building. SPICE staff will provide a talk on 
their own service as well as a private tour of the parliament itself. 
This will be followed by drinks and nibbles kindly sponsored by 
Newsdirect  http://www.newsdirect-uk.net/ We anticipate a strong 
demand for places so please let us know if you would like to attend 
by contacting James Devine on: jdevine@McClureNaismith.com

November, GLASGOW (Date to be confirmed) “E-resources: how to 
choose, how to buy” Ever wondered how to evaluate the electronic 
resources you need to buy? Or the best questions to ask your 
vendor?  Our speakers will provide their own experience in such a 
task and perhaps get some useful feedback from the audience! This 
event will take place in the University of Strathclyde. Further details 
to follow. 
If you would like to find out more, please contact John Coll,  
jcoll@nls.uk

Have you visited the John Murray Archive Exhibition yet?!  
Subtitled 'Ideas that shaped the world', the interactive exhibition 
opened to the public on Wednesday 27 June. Using state-of-the-art 
display technology, the John Murray Archive Exhibition showcases 
11 characters from the archive. Legends like Darwin and Byron and 
less well known but significant figures, such as 'Queen of Science' 
Mary Somerville and 19th century domestic goddess Maria Rundell, 
will feature. The cast of characters will be refreshed and rotated over 
time in order to ensure that the exhibition is one which is will bring 
visitors back time and again. 
Questions, questions … 
Over 50 of you so far have responded to the questionnaire about 
ELISA, circulated on behalf of James Wilson who is gathering 
information for his Masters dissertation on regional collaborative 
library schemes. There is a deadline for the end of the month, so if 
you haven’t completed your questionnaire, there is still time. James 
has been very impressed by the response and is most grateful for 
your help. 
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The Publishing Scotland team: 
(from l to r) Marion Sinclair (Business Development Manager), Lorraine Fannin (Chief Executive), John-Mark Glover 

(Administrative Assistant), Susanne Gilmour (PA to Lorraine Fannin, and Network Events Co-ordinator), Liam 
Davison (Web editor, www.booksfromscotland.com), Katherine Naish (Information and Training Administrator), Carol 

Lothian (Office and Financial Administrator), Liz Small (Publisher Services and Marketing Manager) 
 

Gerry Johnson at Scottish Publishers’ Association AGM 2006 

RAISING THE PROFILE 

Publishing Scotland is the new face of the 
34-year-old Scottish Publishers 
Association (SPA). It now represents over 
70 publishers – from large, multinational 
companies, to small presses, e-publishers 
and companies exploring other digital 
media, to libraries, including Dundee, 
Glasgow and Perth, as well as the National 
Library of Scotland. Our new network 
member category – representing freelance 
editors, designers, illustrators and other 
publishing service professionals – can take 
advantage of a series of exclusive and 
wide-ranging industry seminars on topics 
such as contract issues, disruptive 
technologies, internet marketing and 
negotiation skills. Details of members may 
be found on our current website 
(www.scottishbooks.org)

The remit of Publishing Scotland is to act as the voice and 
network for publishing, to develop and promote the work of 
companies, organisations and individuals in the industry, and to 
co-ordinate joint initiatives and partnerships. 
 
Publishing Scotland has a website, a book distribution company 
(BookSource), an online bookshop resource  
(www.booksfromscotland.com) and a role as ‘open-to-all’ training 
provider for publishing skills. Whilst retaining the traditional 
elements of trade association work developed by the SPA, the 
new organisation has a wide role and responds to the expansion 
of intellectual property opportunities in the sector and the digital 
challenge facing all information providers and content creators. 
 
Publishing Scotland attends book fairs and promotes publishers 
and new titles and provides stands for members to exhibit their 
products and services. Book fairs  visited include BookExpo 
America, the London Book Fair, Edinburgh International Book 
Fair, Frankfurt Book Fair, the Scottish International Trade Fair, 
and has exhibited at the CILIPS conference in June and the 
Edinburgh Libraries Fair organised by ELISA. 
 

Publishing Scotland runs a programme of training courses in 
publishing skills, such as proofreading, marketing, grammar, editorial 
project management and design. Courses are open to the general 
public as well as publishing and information professionals.  
 
The PS Library committee contains representatives from publishers 
and librarians and aims to look into the representation of Scottish 
titles in our libraries and act as a liaison between the library and 
publishing sectors.  
 
The organisation is core funded by the Scottish Arts Council, and 
partly funded by annual subscriptions, publisher services and 
revenue from its trading arms – BookSource and 
www.BooksfromScotland.com. Publishing Scotland also receives 
sponsorship in kind from Isle of Arran Distilleries, the Cromwell 
Press, Scotprint Ltd and Thomson Litho. 
Publishing Scotland is located at 137 Dundee Street, Edinburgh, 
EH11 1BG, tel: 0131 228 6866, fax: 0131 228 3220. For further 
information please email enquiries@publishingscotland or visit our 
website http://www.publishingscotland.org . Further information on 
new Scottish titles may be found at 
http://www.booksfromscotland.com , the e-commerce initiative from 
Publishing Scotland. 
 

RANKIN & REBUS: PARTNERS IN CRIME 
– at the Writers’ Museum 

Celebrating 20 years of Inspector Rebus 
Running throughout 2007, REBUS20 is a programme of events and 
celebration to mark the creation of Inspector Rebus, who was first 
brought to life by Ian Rankin in Knots & Crosses back in 1987. One 
of the many highlights of REBUS20 will be the long-awaited, and 
possibly ‘final’, Inspector Rebus novel. 
The centrepiece of the Edinburgh events is the exhibition Rankin & 
Rebus: Partners in Crime at The Writers’ Museum on the historic 
Royal Mile. The exhibition looks back over Ian Rankin’s early 
influences, how he writes the Inspector Rebus novels and the sense 
of his native Edinburgh that inspires him. For further information on 
Rebus20 please visit www.ianrankin.net The exhibition runs from19 
May to 30 September 2007. For more information about the Writers’ 
Museum visit: 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/leisure/museums_and_gallerie
s/CEC_writers_museum_and_makars_court
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