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SO YOU THINK IT IS 
ALL OVER!

Edinburgh’s Festival 
of Libraries 2008 
finished on Friday 14th 
November with a public discussion on the Future of the 
Book. Over 90 people attended to listen and talk to an 
inspiring panel. This was a tremendous success and our 
thanks are due to OCLC for sponsoring the event and to the 
National Library of Scotland for hosting. We have recorded 
the discussion and plan to work with Scottish Centre for the 
Book to create a podcast in order to extend the discussion 
to wider arenas. 
The Festival started with the Edinburgh Libraries Fair on 
Saturday 8th November at Adam House. With 35 
organisations participating and a splendid bright red balloon 
bedecked Mobile Library parked outside, everyone worked 
hard to make a big impact. Bespoke Organic Events 
provided the café and deserve every recommendation, and 
the musicians who came to busk went away with very little 
but brought a huge amount to the occasion. Nearly 300 
people attended and I was rather gloomy about this, 
however it transpires that all the contacts made were high 
quality and bore results. I was also encouraged to learn that 
the majority of the exhibitors would definitely do it again!  
The experience of the Fair was also duplicated in some 
other events on the programme where a small number 
attended but all of those had an excellent experience and 
became new or consolidated supporters of libraries. From 
information that I have to hand, I believe the main challenge 
is to market the event far more effectively. Having said that, 
a number of other events were run away successes!  
I am in the process of collating 
feedback. I also have a selection 
of excellent photographs and will 
make these available in due 
course. The ELISA Full Committee 
meets on Monday December 8th 
and this committee will be the one 
that makes the decision over next 
steps. I will be working to present 
a report to this committee and 
after this date will have lots of 
material for your perusal. 
 

FILM REVIEWS of the Hollywood Librarian 
The Hollywood Librarian premier at Napier University, held 
in conjunction with the Scottish Centre for the Book, brought 
some Hollywood glamour to Edinburgh’s Festival of 
Libraries. 
The Hollywood Librarian: A Look at Librarians is a full-length 
documentary focusing on the work of librarians, within the 
context of their screen representations; some positive, many 
negative. It is entertaining to revisit these negative 
stereotypes perpetuated in movies like It’s a Wonderful Life,
and to discover unknown cinematic incarnations of 
librarians. The cinema stereotypes here are placed at odds 
with the dedicated, enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
professionals interviewed by director Ann Seidl. 
Seidl, a library consultant herself, allows the clips and 
interviews to tell their own stories. While this may deny the 
film a consistent voice, the interweaving of clips is effective 
in getting across the points the director wishes to make on 
funding issues, and the value of reading. Latterly the 
narrative focuses on a town facing a severe library funding 
crisis. By highlighting the efforts made by a prison literacy 
program to assist them, Seidl raises relevant issues of how 
libraries are valued, and of their place in society. 
It is at screenings for information professionals that this film 
will find its most receptive, empathetic audience. The fact 
that a proportion of its funding originated from librarians, 
shows how this image conscious profession demands a 
make-over. There is much here to inform a wider audience, 
including the origins of the conservatively dressed female 
librarian stereotype, and to entertain, with its chorus of 
shushing movie librarians. Whether the film achieves its aim 
to redefine librarians as more than a stereotype is 
debatable, but it does have fun trying. 
If you see a rating of this film with a star basis, immediately 
add one star if you hold a valid library card.  Iain Young 

***************************** 
In the glorious setting of Napier University’s Craiglockhart 
Lindsay Stewart lecture theatre with its fabulous views 
across Edinburgh and the Forth, a large audience dressed 
to impress watched this new documentary film. 
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Top: Gen Harrison from Robert Smail’s Printing Works giving a 
presentation at the 500 years of Printing in Scotland stall. Above: 
The Stevenson College Folk Band providing excellent 
entertainment at the Fair. 
Photographs © Louisa Knobloch 

Set totally in California the film interviewed librarians from 
different types of library, some of whom had been in their 
jobs for 30 years plus, and for comic effect and impact 
(cheers and hisses from the audience) interspersed this with 
clips and soundbites giving the  alternative and clichéd 
Hollywood view of Librarians including a hilarious musical 
version of the essential ssshhhh message. 
The original style of recent documentary film makers such 
as Erroll Morris have resulted in a new status, respect and 
audience for the documentary film.  Ann Seidl showed no 
particular directorial flair and there was no change of pace 
or style. Towards the end the film dropped the clips to 
concentrate on the serious message of funding cuts to a 
service with the ability to change lives and so highly valued 
by librarians and users alike.  It was a little unfortunate that 
it came across as a bit old fashioned but there was no 
denying Ann Siedl’s passion for Libraries and her intention 
to spread the message.  We all cheer to that! Jenny Hayes 

 

I include the following excerpt from the regular Bookworm 
column in the Scotsman. The writer has a least been 
listening to our efforts but it underlines the huge amount of 
work that we have to do to change the public’s perception of 
libraries.  

Bookworm 
Published Date: 08 November 2008  
CALLING THE CURIOUS 
They were toying with the idea of calling it Bibliomundo or the 
Ministry of Stuff but, when it opens today, Edinburgh's Festival of 
Libraries is what it will be called. A mistake, I feel, as "festival" 
and "libraries" aren't words that naturally cling together. 
 
Be that as it may, the week-long festival at Adam House in 
Chambers Street will be hosting 40 stalls at which you can find 
out more about local history, politics, geology, astronomy, health, 
well-being and much more. The point being that Edinburgh has 
135 different kinds of libraries; that most of us don't know about 
them, and that it's time we did. 
 
Still, "festival of libraries"... already the grey mist has descended, 
the eyes are growing heavy. Why not "festival of curiosity"? Why 
not highlight some of the most weird and wonderful questions 
librarians get asked? Why not ask where in the city you'd find a 
1,200-book resource on bee-keeping, or first editions of 
Copernicus or – with Remembrance Sunday in mind – of the First 
World War poets? 
 
I only ask because I think a festival of libraries is a fine thing – 
but next year maybe it should change its name? 
© Scotsman.com 
 

Above: Wendy’s voting system in use – 22 to Pixels/ 45 to Print. 
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Left: A discussion sparked off by the Liviing Libraries presence at 
the Fair. Photographs © Iain Milne 


