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ELISA Open Forum 2009
Thursday, June 11th, 9.30 – 4.30 (session attendance possible) in 

the Appleton Tower, Edinburgh University, George Square.

Libraries and learning in the e-environment

 There are only 10 all-day places and 7 afternoon places left. 
Book now to avoid disappointment! The people who have 
already booked represent 28 different services and 
organisations, so there will be a wide range of experience and 
skills in our participants which bodes well for the discussions 
and exchange of information. 

 As our presenters are honing their ideas, we have some more 
information:
Alma Wardrope is Library Manager at Stevenson and she has 
entitled her presentation, e-lab@EH11: experimenting with e-
technologies in a College learning & teaching 
environment. Nicola Osborne is confirmed to share with us 
some clever ideas about how to have an effective e-life. Nicola 
has recently been appointed “Social Media officer” at EDINA 
which might well be the first post of its kind in the country. On 
top of the “day job” Nicola has been studying for a Masters in 
e-learning at Edinburgh University and she can show us the 
best tools she has found to manage her e-life. For the latest 
information, go to the ELISA website 
www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info  .

 We hope that you agree that £15 for access to the superlative 
expertise that we have in Edinburgh is very good value indeed! 
We are asking for cash payments for administrative reasons –
if this poses any difficulty, please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with Wendy wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

 Your Open Forum 2009 organising team members are: 
Deborah Morrison (Edinburgh University), Denny Colledge 
(Edinburgh University), Margaret Lobban (Edinburgh Napier 
University), Val Walker (Edinburgh City Children & Families), 
Vesna Rajicic (Edinburgh City Community Libraries), Wendy 
Ball (ELISA).

ELISA WORKING GROUPS

ELISA Access Group – the next meeting is 20th May and up for 
discussion is the passport scheme and Edinburgh Libraries Guide. 
The passport scheme is being reviewed at present and a task and 
finish group is looking into how best to extend the scheme for 16 –
18 year olds. Discussions are underway in looking at how best to 
place the Edinburgh Libraries Guide information on the internet. 
Talis Engage has recently been purchased by Edinburgh City 
Libraries & Information Services, and there might be the possibility 
of some co-operative work with this. 

ELISA Web & e-Content Group – the next meeting is on 2nd 
June. The priority for this Group is to see how the ELISA website 
can become more dynamic and to be more responsive to news. 
The Group is also undertaking an audit of digitally accessible 
collections in and about Edinburgh held in Edinburgh-based 
libraries and associated services.

ELISA Staff Development Group – this Group does not meet 
again until September but has worked out a programme of visits 
for the forthcoming months. The previously advertised visit to 
Edinburgh College of Art Library is now full, but there are still 
spaces for a visit to the Official Publications Unit of the National 
Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge. This is a marvellous
opportunity to see behind the scenes of a copyright library and 
understand how they process 40,000 items a year as well as 
seeing their extraordinary historical collection of official 
publications from, for example, the India Office and the Special 
Operations Executive. To find out more information contact Fiona 
Laing: f.laing@nls.uk
The Staff Development Group is also supporting the ELISA Open 
Forum organising team!

* * * * *
NEWS

CoFHE Conference 2009 – only 40 places left
Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh

Wednesday 17th – Friday 19th June 2009
“E-libraries & green libraries:exploring accessibility and 

sustainability”
For more information contact Jo Rowley jrowley@qmu.ac.uk

* * * * * *
A new book has been published which may interest you:
INFORMATION OBESITY, by Andrew Whitworth (Chandos, 
Oxford, UK) 2009 : 231pp, ISBN (pbk) 978-1-84334-449-0
Information obesity is a failure to turn information into 
knowledge, and thus use it to sustain our minds, bodies, lives and 
communities. But just as physical obesity is not simply the result of 
too much food, so information obesity is caused by more than just 
"information overload". www.informationobesity.com

* * * * * *
In April, it was announced that the Scottish Information Literacy 
Project has been awarded funding by Learning and Teaching 
Scotland. They will be working with Learning and Teaching 
Scotland’s Literacy Team on a project entitled: ‘Real and Relevant 
– Information and Critical Literacy Skills for the 21st Century 
Learner’ (Early and First Level). These are important 
developments in embedding information literacy skills into our lives 
and giving everyone more equal opportunities. 
http://www.caledonian.ac.uk/ils/
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RAISING THE PROFILE
The Scotland – Russia Institute 
Library
Институт Шотландия-Россия

On 12 February 2009, a new library 
opened in Edinburgh. The Scotland-Russia Institute at 9 
South College Street in Edinburgh was itself opened in 
September 2008 by Roy Cross, Director of British Council 
Scotland. It was established with generous support from 
Scottish & Newcastle plc, and Awards for All, and is run by 
volunteers from the Scotland-Russia Forum as a cultural 
centre, with the aims of promoting knowledge and 
understanding about Russia and her neighbours.

One of the facilities on offer is a lending library. This has 
been set up with donations of books and DVDs from 
members of the Forum and others. The biggest section is 
devoted to Russian literature, and includes poetry, short 
stories, novels and plays, mainly in the original Russian, 
although there are also some translations. There are also a 
small number of works of literary criticism and a few British 
authors (including Robert Burns, Walter Scott and Ian 
Banks) translated into Russian. Other sections cover history 
and politics, biography, travel and geography (including 
guide books), art and architecture. There is also a large 
collection of Russian children’s books, which is especially 
useful for the children of Russians being brought up in 
Scotland whose parents want them to retain their cultural 
links. Although most of the collection is available for loan, 
dictionaries and some other works are only available for 
reference in the Institute. Reference access is free. The 
collection of Russian-language DVDs, videos and CDs 
donated to the library is also available for loan.

Access to the library is free to visitors to the Institute and 
members of the Scotland-Russia Forum can borrow books 
and DVDs for free. Non-members can register as borrowers 
upon the payment of a £10 joining fee. The library’s opening 
hours are the same as those of the Institute: 11-4 Tuesday 
– Friday and 1.30-4 on Saturdays. 

The Scotland-Russia Forum was set up in Edinburgh in 
2003 to promote understanding, and to encourage contact 
between the peoples of Scotland and those of Russia and 
the neighbouring countries. It is an entirely voluntary 
organisation with members of many different nationalities 
and ages with wide-ranging backgrounds and interests. As 
well as encouraging understanding of the language, culture 
and commercial activities, the Institute provides space and 
facilities which help the Forum to support and welcome 
visitors, and residents of Scotland from Russia and the 
neighbouring countries, with educational, social and 
information services. These include the Forum’s lectures 
and other meetings, language classes and exhibitions. The 
exhibitions since the Institute’s opening have included 
“Russia-Britain”: from the archives of RIA – Novosti, 
Splendour perfected: trade relations between Byzantium 
and the countries of the Silk Road, and Russia and Scotland 

in the art of Kirill Sokolov 1930-2004. The next exhibition, 
Painters from Feodosia, begins on 23 May and entry is free. 
The town of Feodosia in the Crimea is one of the oldest in 

The Library at the Scotland-Russia Institute

Europe, founded in 500 BC. Vasyl' Floreskul is a Ukrainian-
born artist, who studied in Moscow. In the late 80s he 
settled in Feodosia, where he has a studio, surrounded by a 
vineyard. Vladimir Astaf'ev is a self taught painter with a 
remarkable individual style. He was born in the Moscow 
region, and came to the Crimea while wandering the USSR 
as an orphan after the war. The Institute’s rooms are also 
available for hire to other bodies for cultural and educational 
purposes: contact the SRF chairperson Jenny Carr at the 
address given below.

For more details of the facilities available at the Scotland-
Russia Institute and the events and activities arranged by 
the Scotland-Russia Forum / Форум Шотландия-Россия 
see the website at www.scotlandrussiaforum.org. 
The Scotland-Russia Forum is a registered charity, 
SCO38718. Scotland-Russia Institute, 9 South College 
Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9AA. Tel: 0131 668 3635. Email: 
info@scotlandrussiaforum.org

Helen Williams, Librarian, Scotland-Russia Institute

Helen Williams in her previous guise as Project Manager of 500 
years of Printing in Scotland at Edinburgh Libraries Fair 2008


