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NEWS

The CILIPS East Branch AGM was held in December at Forrester 
High School. The branch organised a Chartership Workshop in 
March in partnership with ELISA where candidates had the 
opportunity to talk to recently chartered colleagues, mentors and a 
member of the chartership board. The event was a great 
success.They are hoping to repeat this success in 2010 and the 
committee hope that chartership candidates would take hold of this 
opportunity to organise it themselves as part of their ‘chartership 
journey’.
Other 2009 events included tours of the Royal College of 
Physicians in Edinburgh and New Register House which included 
an opportunity to meet Cilips President Margaret Forest. Plans for 
a Living Libraries event (where volunteers act as ‘books’ and talk 
about their lives to members of the public on a one to one basis)
are on hold at present.

Julie Sutherland
http://www.slainte.org.uk/cilips/cilipsbranches.htm

The ELISA Web and eContent Group met on 17th December 
2009. The group discussed the changes and future plans under 
ELISA Phase III, fixed meeting dates for 2010 and were able to 
meet Nicola Harrison, the new editor of TACIT. The group 
discussed a key activity that will continue into 2010 is the group 
involvement in Edinburgh City Libraries’ Your Edinburgh database 
which will host and extend the Edinburgh Libraries Guide. 
Developments to the ELISA website were also considered and, in 
particular, the addition of a new “lifestream” (an aggregated feed 
from various ELISA library blogs and news feeds) as a third 
column on the site. This was agreed at the meeting and has now 
been activated on the ELISA website. If any TACIT readers know 
of an Edinburgh library or information services feed that you’d like 
to see included on the website please contact the group via 
TACIT.

Nicola Osbourne
nicola.osborne@ed.ac.uk

If any service requires more passports and/or leaflets for 
Edinburgh Libraries Passport they should get in touch with 
Veronica Denholm, Access Manager at the National Library of 
Scotland v.denholm@nls.uk . 
She has kindly offered to handle this until further arrangements 
can be made. Please could those responsible, make sure that 
appropriate staff are aware of this.

The Construction Industry Information Group (CIIG) Scotland 
had a tour of Waverley Court Library where the city council’s 
construction and building collection is kept. It has recently been 
expanded because other departments have lost their storage 
space in the move to the new open-plan office and donated 
collections to it. 
The librarian is working alone, so she hasn’t managed to put the 
collections together into a single group. She’s catalogued them 
according to their origin and previous shelf marking. As with so 
many libraries these days, there’s a lot more that could be done if 
there were sufficient staff. 
After the tour the group went for lunch to chat informally.
(see also http://laggan.lib.ed.ac.uk/elisa/wp-
content/uploads/2007/06/tacit-6-june-07.pdf  )

Nicola Harrison
nicola.harrison@harleyhaddow.com

FUTURE EVENTS

A visit to Sighthill Library has been organised for Tuesday 26th 
January 10.30-12am . This is an opportunity to see a successful 
community library which has used retail principle techniques and 
engaged with teenagers and babies to deliver a modern library 
service.  Contact Gilly Dennis gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk  by 
22nd January please

Workshop: Beyond Google
Tuesday 19th January 14.00-15.30
http://www.nls.uk/events/index.html

Supper with Burns at the Tass
25th January 19.00-21.00
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-
results.aspx?sec=5&pid=23&item=1706

One Book - One Edinburgh launch
1st February 10.30
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-
results.aspx?sec=5&pid=23&item=1666

Workshop: Discovering family history at NLS
Monday 8th February 14.00-15.30
http://www.nls.uk/events/index.html

Workshop: Getting started at NLS
Thursday 11th February 10.00-11.30
http://www.nls.uk/events/index.html

Edge 2010 - Pushing the boundaries of public service delivery
Thursday 25th – Friday 26th February
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/leisure/libraries/CEC_edge



WANTED: contributions for TACIT
We’re always looking for news items (50-150 words), announcements of forthcoming events,

event reports (500-800 words) and profiles of library services (500-800 words).
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Rory Bremner carries his in his head. Lorraine Kelly pins hers to 
her jacket. How do you carry yours? In your wallet? In your 
pocket? On your ipod? On your desk? In February 2010 
Edinburgh’s residents will be challenged to carry a poem as 
thousands of free Carry a Poem books and pocket poetry cards 
are handed out across the city as part of its fourth citywide reading 
campaign. 

The free Carry a Poem book shows how Scots from all walks of life 
carry poems with them, and reveals the stories behind the poetry 
choices. The book will be distributed all across the city, through 
arts and leisure centres, libraries, cafes, and primary and 
secondary schools, with residents being called on to catch poetry 
fever this February. 

It can be a verse, a haiku, a line or just a few words – but you’ll be 
amazed how much poetry you carry with you without even knowing 
it. Let the Carry a Poem team know how you carry your poem, 
and what it means to you, at 
http://www.carryapoem.com/
If you don’t have a particular 
verse in mind – don’t worry –
be inspired by the stories and 
poems in the book and on the 
website. Join in on the month 
of events and discover a new 
poem to carry with you.

Ali Bowden, Director of the 
Edinburgh UNESCO City of 
Literature Trust: “The One 
Book-One Edinburgh citywide 
reading campaigns have 
been growing in strength and 
popularity year on year, and 
we are delighted to be joining 
forces with the Scottish Poetry Library and the city libraries this 
year to get everyone to make a personal connection to poetry, to 
really take a poem to heart.  We want everyone to get involved, 
and let us know the poem they carry with them, or if they don’t 
have one already, we want the campaign to inspire them to pick 
one so that they carry one with them every day. I carry mine in my 
head, my heart and in my wallet.” 

Liz McGettigan, Head of Libraries and Information Services for City 
of Edinburgh Council adds: “Poetry is funny, beautiful, sad, 
modern, quaint and insightful and so much more. Every year I 
write a line from my all-time favourite poem on the front page of my 
diary which I carry with me at all times.  "Tread softly because you 
tread upon my dreams" - a line that will never leave me. It is so 
beautiful and for me it has always summed up how precious and 
important it is to be aware of individuals and their dreams. How 
easy it is to forget this in the busy lives we all live nowadays.”

Robyn Marsack from the Scottish Poetry Library comments: “We’re 
used to thinking of poems as something we reserve for special 
occasions – to help us find the words for weddings, naming 
ceremonies, funerals. But poetry doesn’t have to be kept for best. 

The Carry a Poem reading campaign is about celebrating poems 
as an enriching, essential part of our everyday lives.” 

The Scottish Poetry Library works not only to maintain a poetry 
resource for the people of Scotland, but has a vision to encourage 
people wherever they find themselves to discover the lifelong 
pleasure that poetry can bring. We have always found that 
collaborative working is key to success in implementing our aims 
as an organisation. Being able to work together with Edinburgh 
UNESCO City of Literature, and the city’s libraries and schools on 
this campaign enables us to do so much more than we could 
alone. Likewise, being part of ELISA is equally important to us – by 
working together we can all achieve more and find a sense of 
community, particularly in challenging times. 

Carry a Poem will run in Edinburgh for the month of February 2010 
and full details of the events and activities supporting the reading 
campaign will be released early in the New Year.  Visit 
http://www.carryapoem.com/ and tell us how you carry yours. We’d 
love to hear from you.

_______________________________________________

Alan Cummings wrote the preface to the free Carry a Poem book 
and told us about the poem that matters to him - here’s his story: 

He Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven

Had I the heavens’ embroidered cloths,
Enwrought with golden and silver light,
The blue and the dim and the dark cloths
Of night and light and the half-light,
I would spread the cloths under your feet:
But I, being poor, have only my dreams;
I have spread my dreams under your feet;
Tread softly because you tread on my 
dreams.

by William Butler Yeats

“I think this is the most amazing poem. I love 
how it starts with the list of the most beautiful, 
mystical things that he would throw at the 

feet of his beloved to show the depth of his love, but then he turns 
it all on its head and shows how much more powerful it is to just 
say that my love is not about material things, my love for you is 
about my very soul. I also like the fact that it’s a little emotionally 
manipulative: I love you more than I can say, but don’t you hurt 
me! I guess it just reminds me of the wobbliness and the craziness 
of being in love. I read it at my wedding, that’s how much I like it.”

Alan Cumming is an actor, originally from Carnoustie. He has 
appeared in countless plays, films and TV shows.

_______________________________________________

Julie Johnstone is the Librarian at the 
Scottish Poetry Library, and also serves on 
the ELISA Business committee. 
julie.johnstone@spl.org.uk
Anyone can freely use the resources at 
the Scottish Poetry Library. Visit the 
Library at 5 Crichton’s Close, Canongate, 
Edinburgh EH8 8DT, or at 
http://www.spl.org.uk   


