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ELISA Open Forum Feedback

“Gave me a chance to see the wider view of 
librarianship – uplifting in a very difficult time!”

“Upbeat and informative”

“Good mix of speakers; well paced. Good 
interactivity. Plenty of time for networking"

"A really good set of speakers and 
breakouts and a lovely size venue"

"Practical suggestions for life at the coalface."

"Well organised with good speakers 
and discussion very pertinent"

"Interesting ideas from speakers in the morning. 
Enjoyed discussion in groups in the afternoon"

Forthcoming Events
Building Your Portfolio Workshop
Thurs 3rd Feb  10:00 - 16:00  DUNDEE
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntShow.cfm?uEventID
=2579

Songwriters' Circle
Fri 4th Feb       19.30
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-
on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20&item=2348

Chinese New Year Stories
Sat 5th Feb      
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-
results.aspx?sec=5&pid=23&item=2349   

National Save Libraries event
Sat 5th Feb      12:00 - 17:00
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=1228189111171
48&index=1&_fb_noscript=1

Blackwell's Book Quiz
Mon 7th Feb
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-
results.aspx?sec=5&pid=23&item=2333

Peace and Protest
Thurs 10th Feb      19:00
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on-
results.aspx?sec=5&pid=23&item=2382

Launch: Amorous Greetings (Mariscat) by Gael Turnbull
Mon 14th Feb     18.30-20.00
http://www.spl.org.uk/events/index.html#events

Performance and Talk: Gutter Magazine's Alternative 
Valentine's
Tues 15th Feb     20:00
http://www.nls.uk/events

Nothing But the... Songwriters' Cut
Sat 19th Feb     11.00-12.30
http://www.spl.org.uk/events/index.html#events

Stand Up and Relax: How to give a great poetry reading, 
and enjoy it too
Mon 21st Feb 10.30-16.30pm 
http://www.spl.org.uk/events/index.html#events

Beyond Google - An introduction to Credo Reference and 
Oxford Reference Online
Tue 22nd Feb 10.30- 12.00
http://www.nls.uk/events

Metadata and Web 2.0 - 4th annual CIGS seminar
Wed 23rd Feb  10:00 - 16:00
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntShow.cfm?uEventID
=2574

Libraries and the Semantic Web: the role of International 
Standard Bibliographic Description (ISBD)
Fri 25th Feb  14:00 - 16:00 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntShow.cfm?uEventID
=2578

Tour of the Scottish Poetry Library 
Thurs 3rd Mar   16.00
julie.johnstone@spl.org.uk

EDGE - Tough times tough talk  conference 
Thurs 3rd - Fri 4th Mar
http://edge.wordpress.com/

ELISA Full Committee
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

9 Queen Street
3pm, 10th February 2011

Come and help us shape the future of ELISA, this is 
your opportunity to vote on whether ELISA should 
become a constituted cooperative or continue in its 
current format. Find out what has been happening in 
the working groups as the chairs will bring us up to 
date on what they have been doing and what the 
plans are for the future. Iain Milne, the Librarian at 
the RCPE and our host will give an official welcome 
and let us know what is happening in his area of 
work. Please come and support your peers and help 
us join together to build the future of ELISA.
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WANTED: contributions for TACIT
We’re always looking for news items (50-150 words), announcements of forthcoming events,

event reports (500-800 words) and profiles of library services (500-800 words).

RAISING THE PROFILE
Historic Scotland Library and 
Records Management services
A little bit about Historic Scotland … 
Historic Scotland is an agency of the Scottish Govt. It is 
headed by a Chief Executive, Ruth Parsons, who is 
accountable to the Scottish Ministers. The agency’s 
principal activities are to protect, present and promote 
Scotland’s historic environment, which includes ancient 
monuments and archaeological sites;
historic buildings, parks and gardens; and designed 
landscapes. Historic Scotland contributes towards many 
of the national outcomes of the Scottish Government but 
in particular to the national outcome, ‘We value and enjoy 
our built and natural environment and protect it and 
enhance it for future generations.’

Some more about Historic Scotland Library …
Historic Scotland Library provides information and 
resources on the historic environment, with an emphasis 
on the built heritage, and encompassing subject areas 
such as archaeology, architecture, history, cultural and 
natural heritage, environment, heritage education and 
interpretation, relevant policy, legislation, and standards.
Besides books, reports, and journals, we also hold a 
collection of multimedia – CD ROMs, DVDs – and access 
to electronic resources – databases, 
reference works, and e-journals.

Visiting the Library
My role as Librarian is to provide a library 
and information service to all HS staff, and 
also to researchers and the general public 
upon request, as appropriate. Visitors to 
the Library should contact us to beforehand 
(preferably with 24 hours notice) to arrange 
an appointment, during office hours, from 
Monday to Friday. This is to ensure that 
library staff (myself, and my two assistants) will be 
available, well briefed, and ready to assist the enquirer.
Tel: 0131 668 8652 or Email:
HS.Library@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Why merge? - to centralise and improve access to 
our collections 
In 2009 our separately run, though co-located Resource 
Centre, which included a collection of specialist technical 
conservation material (books, reports, conference papers, 
DVDs, CD ROMs, and videos on topics such as stone 
cleaning, paintings restoration, buildings conservation) 
closed. Library staff were tasked with weeding, and 
arranging to merge this material into the Library’s 
collection – no mean feat! There was a considerable 
amount of overlap (e.g. HS reports and reference works), 
but within a year, we managed to either find ‘homes’ for
duplicate/surplus material in other libraries and relevant 
organisations, and to complete this task, which included a 
lot of online catalogue record amendment (tiring on the 
eyes!).

A quiet study area for library users
With the space saved by reorganisation, we were able to 
‘open up’ the Library somewhat and to accommodate a 
study area with an office networked workstation and also 
a standalone PC, with internet access, which is a facility 
appreciated by some staff, where access to certain 
websites is filtered on the networked PCs.

Historic Scotland Images
Especially interested in images? Then Historic Scotland 
Images is the answer for you! From prehistoric dwellings 
to stone circles, abbeys to cathedrals, castles to palaces 
Historic Scotland Images has a unique collection 
representing more than 5,000 years of Scottish history.
see www.historicscotlandimages.gov.uk

Records Management – another side of the 
‘information hat’
With my ‘other hat’ on as Records Manager I am involved 
in overall policy concerning our official records (paper 
files), and in monitoring issues such as theming, file 
reviewing, retention schedules, preservation and disposal 
of records, and am currently investigating the feasibility of 
moving towards an agency-wide eRDM (Electronic 
Records Document) system with a corporate file plan.
This involves close liaison with our records management 
staff, and with senior management. We also have 
frequent contact with the National Archives of Scotland, 
who visit several times a year and give the final decision 

on what they will take for permanent 
preservation, or otherwise.

The future and some crystal ball 
gazing …
In common with the public sector as a 
whole HS Library has faced budget cuts 
over the years, but fortunately not as 
regards staff. I was asked to conduct a 
review of library services in 2009/10 and 
to examine the consequences of non-
provision of each of the services, and 

also to benchmark our services with those of another 
library, as appropriate (a subject specialist government 
library was chosen). I recently completed the review 
report, emphasising that I was confident that we could still 
provide all our services, and also continue to maintain or 
reduce our expenditure, although we might have to cut 
back on some areas (e.g. some journal subscriptions), 
and to make increasing use of electronic resources (e.g. 
e-journals, e-reference works, databases). 
The report was then sent to our Library Users Group and 
other interested parties for discussion. The feedback has 
been very supportive, and the review is to be submitted 
for consideration by our senior management team in early 
2011, so we are hopeful that they will agree that all library 
services should be retained, albeit that we will move 
increasingly to provision of electronic 
information/services, and making best use of the physical 
area that we occupy.

Paulette Hill
Library and Records Manager


