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News from the National Library of Scotland: 
Due to public demand our highly popular 'Crime Scene 
Edinburgh' exhibition is staying open later on weekdays. Interest 
in this look at 20 years of Ian Rankin and his Inspector Rebus 
novels is high, and we had so many requests for us to open 
beyond our normal exhibition hours that we couldn't refuse! Until 
the end of the exhibition, on 13 January, closing time from 
Monday to Friday is 20.00. Weekend hours are unchanged. 
Exhibition details are at http://www.nls.uk/events/rebus20/

Displays of early French books 
The National Library of Scotland and Lyon & Turnbull, Broughton 
Place, Edinburgh, are hosting displays of early French books 
from 20 November to 2 December to mark the launch of an 
important reference work on books published in French.  
 
French Vernacular Books offers for the first time a complete list of 
all books published in French before 1601. The work has been 
based on 12 years of research in libraries throughout Britain and 
Europe and lists 52,000 items in 1,600 libraries. This is of 
particular interest to Scotland because of the key role played by 
France in the introduction of printing to Scotland nearly 500 years 
ago, in 1508. The displays feature books from the collections of 
the National Library of Scotland and St. Andrews University 
Library. Included in the displays are a work on the death of Mary 
Queen of Scots, Martyre de la Royne d'Escosse (Paris, 1587), an 
elaborately bound Bible (Lyons, 1561) and a graphically 
illustrated book on surgery, Dix livres de la Chirurgie (Paris, 
1564). 
 
Opening times:  
NLS: 10am to 5pm from Monday to Saturday and 2pm to 5pm on 
Sundays. 
Lyon & Turnbull: 9.30 – 5 pm Monday-Friday, 2-5 pm Sundays, 
closed Saturdays. 
 

Christmas is fast approaching & we've lots of great books to solve 
all your Christmas shopping dilemmas - should I traipse round the 
shops, or should I just whizz round www.luath.co.uk or, better 
still, should I call in to one of Luath's forthcoming launches? The 
eclectic collection includes: Special Hillwalking Books Night; 
Stolen From Africa; Land, Life, and the Pursuit of Happiness. 
Full details at http://www.luath.co.uk/acatalog/events.html .

JOBS 

Information Officer  
(maternity cover up to 10 months from Feb 08) Salary £24,201 pa  
This is a maternity cover post offering a varied portfolio of 
professional experience and development opportunities. 
Closing date: 12 noon, Tuesday 27th November 2007  
Interview date: Thursday 6th December 2007  
For an application pack, call 0131 225 4725, e-mail: 
recruitment@ashscotland.org.uk or visit 
http://www.ashscotland.org.uk/ash/4154.11.946.html

Exchange? 
Passed on from the Dynix Users Group discussion list [mailto:LIS-
DUG@JISCMAIL.AC.UK]            
Is anybody interested in an exchange with a Technical Services 
librarian in British Columbia, Canada? Paula Trout from 
Okanagan Regional Library has asked if anyone in a UK public 
library who might be interested. If you are interested and wish to 
discuss this further please contact Paula at ptrout@mail.orl.bc.ca

NOTA BENE 

2007 is the first year the City of Edinburgh Council staff awards 
scheme had run across the whole Council. The aim of the 
scheme is to provide the chance for staff to highlight the work, 
commitment and dedication of colleagues. There are 6 categories 
and for each category there is a team award and an individual 
award. On 31st October, the winners were announced and two of 
the individual awards went to librarians – just going to show that 
library and information people can make a difference.  
 
Category: Customer First, individual winner 
Jim McKenzie, Disability Services Officer – Resource 
Centre, Central Library 
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Jim provides his resource centre clients with an exceptional 
atmosphere and service for people with disabilities. Jim trains 
clients to use computers with accessible software and his 
teaching style and manner encourages learning without pressure. 
He creates and adapts materials focused on each individual’s 
special interests eg art for one, football quizzes for another. His 
positive influence and special X-factor encourages clients to 
make use of the service. 
 
Category: Inclusive City,  individual winner 
Amber Weir, Library Officer, Craigmillar 
Amber’s exceptional contribution has encouraged children and 
young people, particularly girls and young women, to make 
positive use of Craigmillar community library. Promoting the 
library against the competition of other leisure opportunities 
available is difficult, especially in areas of multiple deprivation 
where families are less likely to use their local library regularly.  
The past 6 months have seen notable increases in borrowing of 
children’s and teenage books in Craigmillar library, coupled with a 
massive increase in visitors.  The work that Amber has done has 
clearly contributed to this growth in use. 

A CILIPS EAST BRANCH EXPERIENCE 
By Wendy E. Ball, ELISA Development Officer 
 
It isn’t usual that an AGM is a major attraction for me to stay on 
after work, but CILIPS East Branch held their AGM last Thursday 
15th November, I was curious to hear what they had been up to 
over the past year and whither they were going next. I have to be 
honest though and admit that it was not only the 10 minute AGM 
that was the attraction but the private tour of the John Murray 
Archive that was to follow! 
 
The John Murray Archive exhibition is marvellous – if you haven’t 
seen it yet, you must. The space is small and dark but this 
cocoons you, binding you in to each display that shines out with 
their visual sketch of the lives of iconic people - all published by 
John Murray. There are about eleven individuals presented and 
these will regularly change to make sure that there will always be 
something of interest to everyone. The curators have chosen a 
number of objects associated with each person that will 
irresistibly draw the visitor into the books and manuscripts. Mary 
Sommerville has a candlestick because her father did not 
approve of her studying and she solved many a difficult 
mathematical problem in the dark. Darwin has a bassoon – why? 
Well come and find out!  
 
To my mind, whenever anyone associated with the Archive talks 
about it, they do so with an evangelical glint in their eyes, David 
McClay, Rachel Thomas, and Graeme Hawley were no 

exceptions. And they are evangelical for good reason - Martyn 
Wade, in his preface to Thursday’s tour, talked about how the 
archive was not just another purchase for the NLS but a major 
contribution to its transformation as a service. Through the John 
Murray Archive, the National Library of Scotland is really 
changing people’s perceptions of how they can engage with 
libraries and archives. If you want to find out more,  
http://www.nls.uk/jma/contact/index.html .

This tour was just one of the three events that CILIPS East 
Branch has arranged this year. In the spring, the group arranged 
a “Meet the President” with Christopher Philips. These events are 
relaxed and enjoyable affairs and non-members are most 
welcome. In April, in partnership with ELISA, CILIPS East Branch 
ran a very successful workshop for 20 members working on their 
Chartership Portfolios. This was a much valued enterprise and 
provided a useful and practical complement to the national 
support available. 
 
CILIPS East Branch meets regularly throughout the year, it also 
produces a newsletter available on 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/cilips/cilipsbranches.htm . I asked the 
current Chair, Julie Sutherland, why she was involved with 
CILIPS East Branch. After having admitted that she was 
inherently nosey and loved finding out about all aspects of 
knowledge and information, she made the important point that 
librarians and information professionals, by the very nature of 
their jobs, are going to be interested in finding out about all kinds 
of things, always curious and enquiring. Hence, chances to 
network, to visit and exchange experience are crucial activities for 
any librarian. This sentiment was also echoed by Alison Leslie, 
another East Branch Committee member, who enjoyed the 
networking opportunities and felt that involvement with the group 
allowed her to be more involved with the profession and to keep 
in touch with new developments.  
 
As stated on the CILIPS website “slainte” 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/cilips/cilipsbranches.htm, “the remit of 
each Branch is to contribute to the formulation of CILIPS policy, 
act as a link between Council and the membership, stimulate 
wider involvement of members and students in the work of 
CILIPS by organising professional and social events and 
disseminating information on Branch activities”. As an individual, I 
sometimes find it difficult to see how my voice can make a 
difference. However, East Branch is ably represented on CILIPS 
Council by Christine Chambers, who is Reader Development 
Officer for Edinburgh City Libraries & Information Services. 
Christine is very approachable and is an experienced member of 
Council so if you have views that you would like to put forward, 
please get in touch christine.chambers@edinburgh.gov.uk . Want 
to know more about next year’s plans for East Branch? Contact 
Julie Sutherland, Chair of CILIPS East Branch 
julie.sutherland@forrester.edin.sch.uk .

NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
• With thanks, we must note that the ELISA webmaster, Greig 

Christie, has negotiated a direct url for the ELISA website, 
please refresh your links www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info

• I am also still in the throes of collecting information on 
venues available for professional purposes. Do you know of 
any rooms suitable for seminars and meetings that might be 
available for fellow professionals? 

• I am still collecting information on sources of expertise in 
using assistive technologies within library and information 
services. Your help in creating a comprehensive picture for 
city-based resources would be much appreciated. 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk
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