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RAISING THE PROFILE: CAPABILITY SCOTLAND 

Capability Scotland is the country’s leading disability 
organisation.  We work with disabled children and adults and 
their families and carers to support them in their everyday lives.  
We provide a diverse range of services including community 
living, day and residential services, employment, respite/short 
breaks, education and learning, family support and activities.  
Capability Scotland also has a national advice and information 
service.  Advice Service Capability Scotland (ASCS) provides 
free confidential advice and information on a range of disability 
issues including advice on cerebral palsy.  You can contact us by 
telephone, e-mail, letter or drop into our office.  Anyone 
interested in disability issues can use ASCS.  This includes 
disabled people, carers, professionals and students.  We have 
information on: living with cerebral palsy, Capability Scotland 
services, organisations that can help with funding, support in the 
community, useful equipment, other organisations and much 
more.  The Advice Service is based at our head office in 
Edinburgh. 
 
In 2000, the Scottish 
Executive reviewed 
services for people 
with learning 
disabilities and a 
report was 
published.  This 
report is called: The 
Same as You.  It 
contained 29 
recommendations, 
one of which was 
that the Scottish 
Executive would set 
up a new Scottish 
Centre for Learning 
Disability which 
would offer advice, 
training and support 
to agencies, 
professionals, 
people with learning 
disabilities and 
parents to bring about the changes recommended in the review.  
The response to that recommendation was that 13 partner 
organisations joined together funded by the Scottish Executive to 
form the Scottish Consortium for Learning Disability (SCLD).  
SCLD was launched in 2001. 
 
Capability Scotland is a partner in SCLD and along with 4 other 
partners, Enable Scotland, PAMIS, Down’s Syndrome Scotland  

 

and SCLD, decided to 
make their library 
catalogues available jointly 
online.  The library 
specialises in resources 
about learning disability.  
These include books, 
training packs, multi-
sensory stories, easy read 
information, videos and 
DVD’s.  Anybody living in 
Scotland can borrow 
resources.  You do not 
need to visit the libraries in 
person.  We can post 
items to your home or 
work address. We hope 
that our library will be the 
first place where anyone 
looking for resources 
about learning disability 
will come. 
 
This partnership has offered various challenges including working 
with partners from different organisations with differing priorities and 
staff involved having different roles and responsibilities.  There have 
also been challenges arising from the libraries being based in 
different geographical locations.  The individual libraries are also 
quite different in size, type of resource and catalogue used before 
the partnership. All the partners have other library resources unique 
to them, but which are also available to anyone for loan.  Capability 
Scotland has many resources about cerebral palsy, PAMIS has 
multi-sensory stories and Down’s Syndrome Scotland keeps many 
resources about living with Down’s Syndrome.   
 
Our library system was chosen for its user friendly online catalogue 
which we hope is making resources available to a wider audience.  
Subject coverage of learning disability has been divided between the 
partners to try to ensure no duplication of resources.  The 
partnership has been a very positive one resulting in relationships 
between the partners becoming stronger and increasing our 
knowledge of the other organisations and the services provided.  We 
meet regularly to discuss difficulties with the library, marketing, 
events we are attending where the library can be promoted. 
 
The library catalogue can be viewed on the SCLD website: 
www.scld.org.uk

Contact details for the partners: 
Capability Scotland: www.capability-scotland.org.uk
Tel: 01313135510 
Downs’ Syndrome Scotland: www.dsscotland.org.uk
Tel: 01313134225 
Enable Scotland: www.enable.org.uk Tel: 01412264541 
PAMIS: www.dundee.ac.uk/pamis Tel: 01382385154 
Scottish Consortium for Learning Disability: www.scld.co.uk
Tel: 01414185420 
 

http://www.scld.co.uk/
http://www.dundee.ac.uk/pamis
http://www.enable.org.uk/
http://www.dsscotland.org.uk/
http://www.capability-scotland.org.uk/
http://www.scld.org.uk/
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NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
Having had a period of being chained to the computer, last week 
saw me head out of the cabin into the wide open spaces of 
conference. First of all, the NHS e-Library showcased its 
electronic resources to a group of 28 delegates from 17 different 
services. Furthermore, the people who came represented a wide 
range of engagement with this information resource, including 
social workers, information professionals, trainers and 
community care workers. ELISA proved its worth in providing 
connections between these disparate groups and an ability to 
find common ground where it matters. The morning was 
successful in facilitating a number of collaborations between 
different sectors and different services. Gerry Maclean, Library 
Staff Development Manager of the NHS Knowledge Services 
Group and her colleague Eilean Craig are very keen to expand 
the reach of the NHS e-Library and are willing to arrange 
familiarisation sessions in the workplace – you are encouraged 
to get in touch: gerry.maclean@nes.scot.nhs.uk

I am planning a series of Project Showcases for next year, so if 
you are working for a project or a service that would like an 
opportunity to showcase new developments of value to the 
ELISA community, please get in touch 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk .

Also last week I attended the annual Grampian Information 
conference. The conference was focussing on the subject “The 
future of the profession”. I was keen to attend as Grampian 
Information is a similar group to ELISA providing a forum for 
different library and information services to collaborate on 
matters of common concern. There the similarities end, as the 
unique characteristics of each city dictate different concerns and 
different library cultures. The event was well attended, well 
organised, with a stimulating mix of people from different sectors. 
The conference opened with an address from Ivor Lloyd, 
President of CILIPS. In a non-confrontational way, I felt he was 
throwing down a gauntlet and challenging us to be proactive, to 
shape agendas not just respond to them.  
 
I then attended a workshop on information literacy. Professor 
Dorothy Williams of RGU has undertaken a number of research 
projects on this subject and was attempting to help us get to 
grips with the complexity of the subject. If you had to take sides 
what would you say…? Information literacy impacts on all areas 
of learning. Or …. Information literacy is sticking plaster for 
systems that don’t work properly. Please e-mail me as ELISA 
could develop a project involving elements of information literacy.  
 
I attended an afternoon session on “Visibility: Your key marketing 
tool”. This was enjoyable and there was a lot of good advice, 
however I have a feeling that advice is sometimes difficult to take 
and to put into practice. The key message I took from this 
session was - value and have confidence in the services and 
skills that you can offer and then others will do the same.  
 
The conference finished with the keynote speaker Diana 
Edmonds, Head of Libraries, Museums, Galleries and Culture 
from Haringey Council. I felt it was serendipitous that she spoke 
last as she was a motivational speaker and the conference 
ended on a high. She was having a very eloquent rage about an 
article in the Evening Standard http://www.newsuk.co.uk from 
16th November featuring a speech by Alex Aitken the head of 
communications for Westminster Council who is reported as 
advising a conference of Public Authority Libraries, to undertake 
an image overhaul of Britain's public libraries, which would 
include a ban on the word "librarian". Apparently, they should 
also spice up their reputation by using good-looking librarians for 
press and marketing work and stressing the "racy" titles available 
on their shelves. Diana Edmonds seemed to think that if libraries 

do not concern themselves with such demeaning rubbish, do not 
invite people like Alex Aitken to speak at conferences, and are 
proactive and creative in their own marketing, libraries are set for 
“infinity and beyond…”  
 
ELISA WORKING GROUPS 
The Working Groups continue to uphold the raison d’être of ELISA 
by following through the practical projects initiated so far. A full 
report will be made in the winter issue of ELISA plc. We would 
however, like input from the wider ELISA community for the 
following:   
The Edinburgh Libraries Passport scheme will be ready for launch 
after the New Year. There are over 20 services signed up already 
covering a wide range of sectors. If you would like your service to be 
part of this important scheme, it is not too late to get in touch.  
The Edinburgh Libraries Fair 2007 has reached the stage of 
critical mass. The date is now set for Saturday, October 6th 2007 at 
the Assembly Rooms. Be there! We have a team of 18 people who 
have most kindly expressed an interest in making this event a 
success. I am still greedy for more people, as there are specific 
tasks to be done, please, please contact 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk .

*** an invitation *** 
As ELISA is now able to contemplate a three-year development 
period, the Full Committee and the Business Committee are looking 
for a strong strategic project to really flex ELISA’s muscles. I would 
like to invite you to be pro-active in directing a development 
opportunity by suggesting an area in which ELISA might work. 
Please answer the following question:  

What are the two or three most important concerns for 
your service that you would address given the chance? 

 
E-mail me your answers by Monday, 11th December. From this 
information, I will draw up a long list, and we can begin to work on a 
short list ready for the New Year. 
 

Poetry Pamphlet Party and Fair - Free entry, wine and mince pies, 
readings, poetry pamphlets to buy! 

Organised by the Callum Macdonald Memorial Award and its 
administrators, the National Library of Scotland.
Wednesday 13 December 2006, 6 - 8.30pm at the National Library 
of Scotland, Lecture Room, Causewayside Building, 33 Salisbury 
Place, Edinburgh. The Poetry Pamphlet Party and Fair welcomes 
anyone interested in poetry or who might be looking for a Christmas 
present with a difference. Come along and get inspired and involved! 
To let us know you’re coming, call 0131 623 3845 or email 
events@nls.uk

Guide to Scottish newspaper indexes 
An online resource is now available for indexes to Scottish 
Newspapers. The guide lists details of Scottish newspaper titles 
which have been indexed, and includes the type of index, the dates 
covered and the holding locations for the indexes. Printed, electronic 
and online indexes are all included and it is searchable by title of the 
newspaper and keyword.  
 
This project has been developed by NEWSPLAN Scotland in 
collaboration with the Scottish library community who have 
contributed local holdings. The guide will inform anyone looking at 
newspapers if an index exists and where it can be consulted. The 
guide can be found, with other online resources, on the NLS 
webpage at http://www.nls.uk/newspapers/

Donna Bebbington: Newsplan Scotland Project Assistant 
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