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The RSNO’s ground-breaking concert Naked Classics is coming to Edinburgh! 
 
These concerts are a chance to experience live orchestral music in a unique and exciting way. With a mixture of projections, lighting, 
excerpts from the orchestra and interviews with conductor and players, presenter Paul Rissmann will reveal the stories behind the music. 
After the interval, sit back and enjoy the work performed in full by the RSNO. 
 
Along side this fantastic series of concerts, the RSNO is running an outreach programme, bringing musicians into community settings for 
workshops and performances. A huge variety of people use libraries on a regular basis, especially book and other special interest groups 
so the RSNO have asked the help of ELISA to spread the word about this fantastic opportunity. If you know of a book group or other 
special interest group that would like to learn about life as a member of Scotland’s national orchestra and hear musicians play in a familiar 
setting, get in touch. You may have an exhibition or theme that could be reflected or enhanced by some music, it could help raise the 
profile of a particular collection or if you just have a space in your library and you want to engage in a different way with your users, visits 
can be tailor made to suit your needs.  
 
For more information, please contact Rachel Bull, Community Partnerships Manager for the RSNO on rachel.bull@rsno.org.uk or 
telephone  0141 225 3574 

NOTA BENE 
Review of the ELISA and CILIPS East Chartership 
workshop: 4th March 2009 – Central Library 
 

The workshop was organised by ELISA and the CILIPS East 
Branch with the intention of creating an informal, networking space 
for Chartership candidates, and complementing the seminars run 
by the Career Development Group, as well as providing accurate 
and specialist advice from Chartership assessor Anna Herron. 
The event kicked off with a networking event, where all 26 
participants engaged in a round of speed dating, sitting in a circle 
and moving round one place after three minutes. Valerie Walker, 
workshop leader, had the unenviable task of policing it and 
procured a large bell for this purpose! This was an excellent 
opportunity for people to provide brief details about their jobs and 
explain how far into the Chartership process they were. It was also 
a great time for people to potentially set up job shadowing 
opportunities. The speed dating appeared to be a huge success 
judging from the noise generated. This led straight into lunch, 
which allowed people to casually continue conversations and talk 
to others. 
 The first speakers were past and current candidates, Julie 
Sutherland, Jane Furness, Alison Leslie and Lisa McLaren who 
gave a list of top tips and what not to do, before Anna Herron 

expanded and gave the candidates an insight into what the 
assessors are looking for and what to avoid doing at all costs (bad 
spelling and grammar featured highly here!) The general advice 
was: less is more. Anna counselled candidates to avoid putting in 
everything but the kitchen sink and to justify every piece of 
evidence in the statement.  She also looked at the four criteria and 
highlighted potential areas of weakness previous portfolios. 
 Hil Williamson from Edinburgh Council gave a very insightful 
demonstration of dynamic writing to help with the evaluative 
statement, looking at planning, drafting and editing, as well as 
mind mapping to kick start ideas. She then handed back to Anna, 
who gave the candidates an idea of the kinds of evidence to put in 
the portfolio, including the CV, PPDP, learning diaries and SWOT 
analyses.  
 The workshop closed up with a Q&A session and an opportunity 
for candidates to look at examples of portfolios. Overall, the 
feedback from the candidates has been very positive and many 
would like to see more sessions like this in the future. 

Lisa McLaren, Napier University Learning Information Service 
 
(Join CILIPS East Branch in June for their annual “Meet the 
President” gathering. Contact CILIPS East Branch Chair – Julie 
Sutherland, Librarian at Forrester High School, 0131 334 9262 to 
find out more about CILIPS work in the Edinburgh area.) 
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ELISA Open Forum 2009  
The ELISA Open Forum is a 
democratic and informal 
place to exchange news and 
views that impinge on the 
modern library and 
information world with a view to making a practical 
difference on the ground.  Organised under the auspices of 
the ELISA Staff Development Group, this year’s event is 
focussing on how libraries and information services can 
support e-learning. Details are currently being arranged but 
we have a date for your diary - Thursday June 11th. In 
order to accommodate different working patters the day has 
been designed so that you can attend for a whole day or a 
half day. Support this event and be part of its success. 
Anyone interested in being an usher and helper on the day, 
please get in touch. Wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk
************************* 
On behalf of the ELISA Web and e-Content Group, I am 
undertaking an audit of digital collections held in and about 
Edinburgh. I will of course be contacting organisations 
directly but it would also be most helpful if you can alert me 
to digital collections that should be included.  
************************* 
Request for newshounds  
If you come across interesting bits of information that are 
relevant to any aspect of library and information work, 
please share it with us. You can e-mail our webmaster 
Greig Christie greig.christie@ed.ac.uk and he will register 
you for posting on to the ELISA site. The site is created with 
Wordpress and is simple and quick to use. You will not be 
whispering things into a hole in the ground, there is 
consistent traffic to the ELISA website – on average there 
are 600 visitors in a month and about 200 people avail 
themselves of the RSS feed.  Share your news, views and 
pieces of information, someone will be listening!   
************************* 
I have recently visited Bebelplatz in Berlin and saw the 
extraordinary memorial created by Israeli 
sculptor, Micha Ullman, to commemorate 
the burning of the books on 10th May 
1933 under the Nazi regime. As you 
walk across the square you come across 
a transparent sheet set in the ground, 
and as you get nearer you can look 
down and see an underground square 
room with all four walls covered with 
stark white empty shelves – a library with 
no books, no anything. Nearby is a 
plaque bearing the poet Heinrich Heine's 
words from 1820 (who attended 
Humboldt University overlooking the 
square), "where books are burned, in the 
end people will burn" 
 
(photo by Warwick Ball) 
 
************************* 
 

FROM DEWEY 040 
 
WRITING EDINBURGH: City and University 
On Tuesday March 24th 2009  Ian Rankin (novelist) and 
Ron Butlin (currently Edinburgh City Makar) were created 
the first Honorary Writing Fellows of the University of 
Edinburgh. The aim of these new fellowships is both to 
honour creative writers who have past connections with the 
university and, through this new association, to broaden the 
base of writers involved in the tuition of Creative Writing at 
Edinburgh. These and subsequent fellowships will help 
extend this already thriving creative community to include 
some outstanding contemporary writers. This initiative is 
supported by the Scottish Arts Council and UNESCO World 
City of Literature. 
 
Find out what else is going on in the City of Literature 
http://www.cityofliterature.com . Join in the hunt for the lost 
book, visit http://thelostbook.net/ and watch the story grow 
under your finger tips.  

************************* 
The first issue of 2009 IFLA IL newsletter is now available. 
http://www.ifla.org/VII/s42/news/il-newsletter200901.pdf

************************* 
If you haven’t seen it, look at the new website for ALISS — 
the Association of Librarians and Information Professionals 
in the Social Sciences. www.alissnet.org.uk . They have a 
recommend feature and I was interested in the useful new 
article on new technology and the possible impact on 
libraries: “Always on: Libraries in a world of permanent 
connectivity” by Lorcan Dempsey, published in First 
Monday, Volume 14, Number 1 - 5 January 2009 
http://firstmonday.org/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs/index.php/fm/arti
cle/view/2291/2070
************************* 
My thanks to Lorraine Chapman in the Scottish Room of 
Central Library for drawing our attention to this extraordinary 
collection of pictures of extraordinary libraries 
http://curiousexpeditions.org/2007/09/a_librophiliacs_love_l
etter_1.html


