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NEWS FROM THE CABIN

Perhaps if left to its own devices, 
the professional year is very much 
like the natural world’s year – there 
are different seasons. It certainly 
wasn’t planned but it seems that 
every ELISA related group is 
meeting in the next two weeks – a season of  meetings.

The Access Working Group and the Web/E-Content 
Working Group are having a joint meeting on Wednesday 
26th August in the National Library. It seems that information 
on digital collections of libraries based in Edinburgh and the 
Edinburgh Libraries Guide, could be held on a facility being 
developed by the city’s public library service. ECLIS are 
establishing a huge community information database 
developed by Talis Engage; they will be calling this service 
“Your Edinburgh”. These are some examples of local 
authorities that are already using this tool: North Yorkshire 
http://northyorks.talis.com/engage/  
Coventry http://coventry.talis.com/engage/
ECLIS staff have explained the workings of “Your Edinburgh” 
to members of the ELISA Working Groups and people felt that 
there is potential benefit in contributing information to this 
resource. As a first step, a few records have been added as a 
trial and these will be discussed at this meeting. ELISA is 
indebted to Alison Stoddart for help and support in this. 
ELISA Full Committee meets on Tuesday 1st September at 
the Royal College of Physicians. This is the first of the new-
style meetings for ELISA Phase III. One demonstration of the 
new organisation are the arrangements for the Full 
Committee. With the finishing of the main stakeholder status, 
all subscribers to ELISA are entitled to sit on the Full 
Committee and have an active part to play in developing co-
operative working amongst city-based services. There are 28 
subscribing services to date covering all sectors. With the 
larger numbers, the Full Committee meeting is following a new 
format involving voting on policies, reports from the Working 
Groups, and small group discussions with an opportunity to 
network. Also at this first meeting we hope to set up the new 
Business Committee and establish the new Chair of ELISA.
The Staff Development & Training Group are meeting on 
Wednesday 2nd September at Queen Margaret University. On 
the agenda is the usual item of the excellent visits programme 
that this Group runs. In addition, they hope to evaluate the 
Open Forum 2009 and to identify any outcomes that can be 
developed. It is also planned that the Group consider a 
proposal presented by Julie Johnstone, Librarian of the 
Scottish Poetry Library, to see if there is potential in looking at 
the use of volunteers in libraries and seeing if there is a role 
for ELISA in bringing volunteers and opportunities together.

On Tuesday 8th September, ELISA has organised a get-
together of representatives of all the library regional co-
operative groups in Scotland, The National Library of
Scotland is hosting and Jill Evans, SCURL Development 
Manager is chairing. Representatives from LIS regional co-
operative groups in Scotland have agreed to meet on a 
relatively regular basis (this is their third meeting) to share 
information about current collaborative strategies and 
priorities. These groups have a useful role to play in the 
professional arena, and there is a general consensus that a 
greater awareness of what other groups are doing and 
increased collaboration will be of benefit. For a listing of the 
regional co-operative groups see:  
http://www.slainte.org.uk/liscoops.htm  

If this is the season for planting new ideas, then we must look 
forward to the new growth in the near future and hope that as 
many people as possible help in the cultivation. 

CAN YOU HELP? Do you know of anyone who has library 
experience but is looking for an opportunity to expand their 
experience for professional development and/or personal 
interest? If so, please pass on the following information.

Edinburgh Architectural Association is looking for a volunteer to 
help with their collection. We are looking for someone to help 
reclassify the EAA collection as a precursor to making it available 
for research to our members and other interested parties. It was 
last classified a long time ago on to a card index and this is no 
longer fit for purpose. The collection consists of various books, 
pamphlets and monographs on all aspects of architecture. 
Probably the earliest volume is 1715, and so advice on how to 
store and conserve the items would be most welcome too. If 
interested please contact Jackie Patterson, Secretary, Edinburgh 
Architectural Association, 15 Rutland Square, on 0131 221 7506 or 
by e-mail  mail@eaa.org.uk

The third Scottish Information Literacy Project Open Meeting
will take place on Wednesday 16th September between 10.00am
and 4.15 pm at Glasgow Caledonian University. This is a free 
event. This year’s theme is Information literacy within the wider 
skills agenda as defined by Government policy as the Project has 
been successful in locating information literacy within this agenda. 
Professor David Smith, the co-director of the Centre for Research 
in Lifelong Learning, has agreed to deliver a keynote reviewing the 
educational policy background to developments in information 
literacy. 
To reserve a place email Christine Irving Email 
christine.irving@gcal.ac.uk (Tel: 0141-273 -1249) as below listing: 
name, job title, email address and indicating any specific dietary 
and/or disability requirements by Friday 4th September.
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RAISING THE PROFILE

THE ADVOCATES LIBRARY

The Advocates Library was founded in 1689 by Sir 
George Mackenzie, known as “bloody” Mackenzie for his zealous 
pursuit of covenanters.  The library is widely regarded as the finest 
working law library in the UK and is unique in that it is both the 
private library of the Faculty of Advocates, the governing body of 
the advocates’ branch of the legal profession in Scotland, and 
serves are the national law library for Scotland, having the 
privilege of claiming all legal deposit law material via the National 
Library of Scotland.  The library has evolved at the very heart of 
the Faculty and is still the working base for the 450 advocates 
currently practising.  

The library’s first home in a rented house in Parliament 
Close, Edinburgh, was destroyed by fire in 1700.  Thankfully most 
of the books were saved due to the heroic efforts of James 
Stevenson, the Keeper of the day.  Some of the library’s older 
books still bear the marks of that fire.  The Library’s next home 
was in the Laigh Hall, under Parliament Hall, recently refurbished 
and brought back into full use for the library.  It remained there for 
more than 100 years and, after a brief sojourn in what is now the 
Signet Library, moved to its present site, still in Parliament House, 
in 1833. 

A major turning point in the Library’s history came in 1709 
when it was accorded legal deposit status, giving the Keeper the 
right to claim a copy of every book published in the British Isles.  
Over the years, the Library became recognised as the natural 
home for all legal, literary and scholarly materials and, by the 
1850s it had in effect become Scotland’s National Library.  

By the early 20th century it was becoming increasingly 
difficult for a small privately funded body such as the Faculty of 
Advocates to support such an extensive collection and, in 1925, 
the Faculty made a gift to the nation of 750,000 non-legal items to 
establish the National Library of Scotland.  The Faculty retains the 
privilege of claiming all law materials and makes its stock available 
to members of the public though the National Library of Scotland.  
Enquiries about using the Library’s law materials should be 
addressed to the National Library of Scotland by email on 
enquiries@nls.uk.

Members of Faculty enjoy an unrivalled resource, with 
access in print and electronic format to the Advocates Library 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year and the quality and range of the 
library allows advocates to appear in court fully prepared to argue 
the most complex legal case.

Apart from the main library in Parliament House, 
collections are maintained in the House of Lords and at the High 
Courts in Edinburgh and Glasgow.  The Faculty also owns the 
books in the library and the study at Sir Walter’s Scott’s former 
home at Abbotsford and these are currently being catalogued by 
the library’s rare books specialist.  A number of important works 
have already been identified, in particular the Legenda Aurea 
(Golden Legend), a lavishly illustrated manuscript dating back to 
about 1450.

The Keeper of the Library, a senior Advocate, assisted by 
a group of curators, makes policy decisions and provides advice to 
the library staff on user needs.  The library currently has a staff of 
17, most of whom are qualified legal information professionals.  
The staff are divided into four functional departments; Reader 
Services, Bibliographic Services, Periodicals and Court Papers, 
managed by myself as Senior Librarian and supported by two 
administrative staff.  The library has used the Ex Libris Voyager 
Library Management system for cataloguing and acquisitions 
functions since 1999.  The current book stock of the library, 
estimated at well over 150,000 volumes, is catalogued to the 
highest standards.  Most of the library’s catalogue is online though 
some older materials are still to be added.  As with any library, 
especially in an older building, it is a constant challenge to find 
appropriate space for books.  We are fortunate to have two stores 
in another building nearby where lesser used materials are kept.  
With the legal deposit materials swelling our holdings, the library 
adds about 3000 new books to the catalogue each year and holds 
over 1200 journal titles and 750 looseleaf titles which all have to be 
updated.  Aren’t you all jealous of that little job!

As Senior Librarian, my role includes participation in a 
management liaison group which contributes to organisation wide 

initiatives and projects, including the development of 
human resources policies, health and safety and business 
continuity.  Our continuing close links with the National 
Library of Scotland also add variety and complexity to the 
role, making it the most interesting place to work. 

Enquiries about the Advocates Library can be made by 
email at inqdesk@advocates.org.uk. For further 
information about the Faculty of Advocates please see our 
website at www.advocates.org.uk. Also, do feel free to 
contact me directly:
Andrea Longson, Senior Librarian, Advocates Library
andrea.longson@advocates.org.uk  Tel. 0131 260 5637


