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NEWS
As information professionals, find out how other organisations are 
promoting writers, publications, activities; as lovers of books and 
writing, find out what’s on in Edinburgh, City of Literature – 79 
events from today http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-
on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20
For the national view on library activities, remember to check out 
the Slainte website. http://www.slainte.org.uk/news/newsindex.htm
And see what’s going on in the National Library 
http://www.nls.uk/news/index.html

VIEWS * * * * * *
Digital natives not so at home in the e-environment
The Centre for Research-informed Teaching (CRiT) at the 
University of Central Lancashire has just produced a report for the 
JISC Scholarly Communications Working Group:
Student Use of Research Content31 (pdf) [ 892 Kb ] 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/aboutus/committees/workinggroups/scholarly
comms.aspx#downloads  
“The research is very much designed to be a snapshot of students’ 
actual research behaviour.  It stresses the discipline specificity of 
information practice.  It contributes to the growing body of research 
that should make us all sceptical about the validity of Prensky’s 
2001 ‘Digital Natives’ thesis.
Here at UCLan, the CRiT has been very active in promoting 
information literacy as part of the research-informed teaching 
agenda.  The report ends with a ten point action plan of 
recommendations we put forward to the JISC, which includes the 
recommendation that ‘HEIs should be encouraged to invest 
significantly in improving information literacy for all students”. The 
authors would welcome comments and feedback from the 
community. Dr. Jonathan H. Westaway 01772 892494
jwestaway@uclan.ac.uk

* * * * * *
As the e-environment expands, we develop language to describe 
how we cope with new experiences. Learning literacy is an 
umbrella term that can encompass information literacy and media 
literacy. 
The LLiDA project, funded by the JISC was led by Glasgow 
Caledonian University. This was a short study (1st August 2008 -
end May 2009) into learning literacies in UK HE and FE, which 
was defined as “the range of practices that underpin effective 
learning in a digital age”. Key points identify, that learners at all 
levels often do not recognise their lack of information literacy; that 
there are many examples of good practice but that often expertise 
is not co-ordinated; and there is a lack of institutional buy-in. Read 
the report here: http://www.caledonianacademy.net/spaces/LLiDA/

* * * * * *
E-learning is another neologism like learning literacy, very much 
linked to a specific period of development – I imagine that in a few 
years most learning will be predominantly e-learning. I have seen 
the University of Edinburgh’s Department of e-science. I looked on 

the National E-Science Centre website to understand the 
definition: “In the future, e-Science will refer to the large scale 
science that will increasingly be carried out through distributed 
global collaborations enabled by the Internet.” I believe that very 
soon the “E” will be Everywhere and Evident and therefore 
Evanescent.  However, we are still in 2009 and e-learning is a 
useful term. I am very grateful to Elspeth Scott, Michael Marr, and 
Alison Stoddart for allowing their presentations to be available on-
line http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/?page_id=313 . 
Elspeth talked about GLOW, the Scottish Schools digital network; 
Michael presented the challenges in breaking down barriers to 
health information; and Alison presented the work in the public 
library service to develop the electronic resources. 

NOTA BENE

There will be no Edinburgh Libraries Fair of Festival for 2009. True 
to this publication’s name, I had assumed that tacit information 
would be sufficient but of course it is important to be explicit at 
appropriate points and I apologise for any disappointed 
expectations. After the Edinburgh Libraries Festival of 2008, the 
ELISA Full Committee felt that ELISA’s efforts had been 
overstretched and perhaps this was at the expense of more core 
concerns. In addition, the removal of dedicated time at the end of 
2009 has meant that plans have to be put in place to ensure 
ELISA’s sustainability beyond 2009. The Business Committee and 
the Working Groups have been working towards this goal. You can 
see the new mission statement on the ELISA website
http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/ . There could well be 
scope for a high profile promotional event for libraries in Edinburgh 
but this will have to be generated by a community effort through 
the Full Committee not driven by the ELISA Development Officer. 

Whilst it might be disappointing to hear there will be no event this 
year, please note that the subscription funds of c. £4500 will still be 
coming in and this could support substantial work. The ELISA Full 
Committee meets on Tuesday 1st September and all organisations 
that pay a subscription should have a place on this committee. It is 
proposed that this becomes a shareholder style meeting with 
voting privileges and with good opportunities for networking. 
Please get in touch if you have any queries about subscription and 
what that means for you as a professional and for your institution. 
Current subscribers include (will your organisation be a part of the 
whole?):
Edinburgh College of Art; Edinburgh's Telford College; National 
Library of Scotland; RCAHMS; Institute for Chartered Accountants 
of Scotland; Scottish Agricultural College Library; Scottish Catholic 
Archives; Stevenson College Edinburgh; Jewel & Esk Valley 
College; National Museums of Scotland ; Edinburgh Napier 
University; Scottish Centre for the Book; Scottish Poetry Library; 
City of Edinburgh Resource & Information Centre; Edinburgh 
University Main Library
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RAISING THE PROFILE

SCOTTISH BIBLIOGRAPHIES ONLINE

   Scottish Bibliographies Online is a database about Scots and 
Scotland. It contains over 120,000 references to Scottish content 
found in books, periodicals, and other media and is a unique 
resource, freely available to all via the National Library of 
Scotland’s website. Managing the development and promotion of 
SBO is one of the key parts of my job in Modern Scottish 
Collections at NLS.
   The aim and purpose of SBO is quite straightforward – we aim to 
record Scottish content wherever and however it is published , and 
to make it available to the public as quickly as possible.
   The SBO database was created in 1988, and none of the content 
goes back further than 1976, but it has a long and distinguished 
heritage, preceded by scholarly bibliographies and the printed 
Bibliography of Scotland itself. SBO is in fact technically made up 
of three databases – Bibliography of Scottish Gaelic (BOSG), 
Bibliography of the Scottish Book Trade (BSBT) and Bibliography 
of Scotland (BOS) – but it makes it easier to just talk in terms of 
one acronym, SBO. 

   SBO can be a starting point for anyone looking for references to 
books and articles. The range is all embracing - it is the place to 
find references to key academic studies as well as short articles on 
local history topics, novels as well as literary comment, items in 
and about Gaelic and Scots. The latest works by Ali Smith and co. 
sit alongside new plays, scholarly editions of Scott, evaluations of 
Enlightenment thinking, guides to Ullapool and district, and studies 
on midges. Archaeological excavations in Galloway join reports on 
red squirrels, graphic novels, poetry pamphlets, cookbooks, and 
Highlands-set bodice rippers. Family histories and memoirs feature 
with biographies of footballers, racing drivers and boxers, and slim 
volumes on lost railways. It provides answers for anyone seeking 
Scottish information.
   One of the greatest challenges of SBO work is deciding who is 
Scottish and who is not. That may sound straightforward, but often 
it is not clear cut. Some famous novelists working today in 
Scotland don’t qualify for our listing, while some celebrated
expatriate Scots do. 
   At NLS we are of course very well placed to benefit from the 
collections of the nation’s premier library, and most SBO content 
derives from the regular supply of new British books delivered to 
NLS as part of the Legal Deposit arrangements. Our colleagues 
across NLS ensure that Scottish material has a priority, which 
makes SBO remarkably comprehensive and up to date. 
   One of the most important elements of SBO is that we add 
relevant chapters from “non-Scottish” books, which makes the 
database especially useful for tracking down information on 
unusual or specialised Scottish topics – minor or forgotten Scots 

perhaps. We also record articles from core Scottish journals, and 
check all new issues of several hundred other journals – electronic 
alerting services have made this more practical. Over 500 new 
book titles are added every month, and in addition to that there 
may be as many as 100 new periodical articles and chapters.
Nicola Stratton who looks after the selection is kept very busy. 
   The last couple of years have been a period of change for SBO, 
and the future promises more challenges – these include the 
smooth integration of more electronic and digital content, exploring 
efficient ways of keeping the content up to date and 
comprehensive, and simply providing a service that is relevant to 
our users today. 
   Earlier this year we added record no 120,000 to the database. 
This proved to be an account of Kirkcaldy ‘s Raith Rovers team, 
and the indexing for the club showed just how surprising a 
database can be – throwing up a reference to a chapter in a Nick 
Hornby book as well as a piece on urban identity from the journal 
Geography. With SBO you can expect to find what you want, and 
something else besides. 
   SBO can be searched from the front page of the NLS website 

using the AquaBrowser search facility, and more information and 
alternative access to the database itself can be found at  
http://www.nls.uk/catalogues/resources/index.html
   
Enquiries re SBO or the work of Modern Scottish Collections are 
very welcome.

Andrew Martin, Curator Modern Scottish Collections, National 
Library of Scotland   a.martin@nls.uk


