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NOTA BENE 
Masters dissertation on ELISA 
In October 2007, as part fulfilment of a Masters degree in 
Information and Library Studies at the University of Strathclyde, 
James Wilson completed a dissertation entitled “Library 
collaboration in Scotland: The Benefits and Issues (with particular 
emphasis on the ELISA & ALF regional collaborative groups)”. His 
findings provide an in-depth analysis of the functioning of such 
groups in relation to their objectives, together with some 
discussion of future trends in library collaboration. In the course of 
his research, James also undertook a questionnaire that sought to 
uncover the main issues which affect library collaboration in this 
country and to discover what librarians themselves think about the 
subject. In the final submission, this data was not included in the 
dissertation but James prepared a brief report for ELISA. He has 
kindly made this report and the full dissertation available as pdf 
downloads on the ELISA website.  
 
On the subject of library co-operative networks, the Slainte website 
has now included a clickable map of all the co-operative networks 
in Scotland with direct links to their respective 
websites.http://www.slainte.org.uk/liscoops.htm . Also listed on the 
Slainte website, are comprehensive listings of collaborative 
services used by libraries. Is your service connected? 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/servicesindex.htm

NEWS & EVENTS 
Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature Trust are delighted to 
announce the second One Book – One Edinburgh citywide 
reading campaign, designed to bring Edinburgh's residents 
together to read a classic Scottish story. The postive feedback we 
received to our first campaign, Kidnapped, has inspired us to focus 
on Edinburgh author Robert Louis Stevenson's Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll & Mr Hyde. This is a really dark, gothic tale, heavily 
influenced by the duality of our city. You think you know the story – 
but have you actually read it? We've programmed ten days of 
events to get us all inspired by Stevenson and the Edinburgh he 
loved. The public book launch is on Thursday 21st February and 
the main program runs until Sunday 2nd March. You can find all 
our Reading Campaign events in our What's On section. With 
exception of the walking tours, booking is essential. Find out about 
all the events and how you can get involved at: 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/ecol.aspx?sec=6&pid=220 There 
are also online resources, activities, performances, and even a 
suggestions pack for librarians 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/upload/documents/2_WEBPACK-
librarian-complete.pdf 

2008 - Year of the Printed Word 
The celebration of the 500th anniversary of the printing of The 
Complaint of the Black Knight in 2008 is promoted by the National 

Library of Scotland, the Scottish Printing 
Archival Trust and the Scottish Print 
Employers’ Federation, and endorsed by 
the Scottish Government. The 
anniversary itself, 4 April 2008, will be 
marked by a dinner in the Playfair 
Library, University of Edinburgh. Local 
events and initiatives across Scotland 
are planned, to make it possible to see 
everything from the first printed 
Chepman and Myllar book to a modern day printing press during 
this anniversary year. There is an impressive array of events 
already programmed. Subscribe to the 500 years of Printing 
newsletter to get a regular update of forthcoming events or look at 
the activities and events page on the website 
http://www.500yearsofprinting.org/events.php For further details of 
events (or suggestions for new ones) please contact: Helen 
Williams, Programme Manager hwilliams@500yearsofprinting.org .

Electric Connections 2008: Collaborating on content 
This year’s cross-domain one-day conference for libraries, 
museums and archives will take place at the Scottish Storytelling 
Centre, 45 High Street, Edinburgh on 11th March. Thanks to 
sponsorship from Scottish Library and Information Council and the 
Scottish Museums Council attendance is free but places should be 
booked using the online form at www.slainte.org.uk events section. 
Linda Fabiani, MSP, Minister for Europe, External Affairs and 
Culture,  will launch DASLAM (Digital Access Scotland: Libraries, 
Archives and Museums working together) the new Scottish 
strategic group taking forward information environment initiatives. 
Once again the event will  showcase the very best projects from 
across the domains and feature a briefing on work being carried 
out to create a UK Content Framework by the Strategic Content 
Alliance. Places are limited so early booking is advised. 

2008 Middle East Festival, Edinburgh, Scotland, 1-11 March. The 
organisers of this festival are keen for any link-ups with libraries. 
Themes covered in the Festival include: arts and culture, 
education, diversity, spirituality and peace, while celebrating the 
spiritual and cultural diversity of Scotland and the Middle East.  To 
find out more: W: www.mesp.org.uk; E: mesp2008@hotmail.co.uk;
T: 0131 331 4469. 

 
Blackwell Bookshop is interested in finding out how they best can 
serve existing and potential library customers. They cordially invite 
all ELISA members to a Discussion Evening on Thursday 21st 
February at 6pm – an excellent opportunity to make suggestions 
and ask questions. As Blackwell in Edinburgh are proactively 
seeking engagement with the library and information community 
and are adopting a co-operative approach, I am pleased to invite 
them to use this issue of TACIT to raise their profile.   
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RAISING THE PROFILE 
Blackwell Bookshop 
 
Blackwell Bookshop on South Bridge is the oldest bookshop in 
Edinburgh. Situated opposite Edinburgh University's Old College, it 
has always had close links to the city's academic community. Over 
the last few years – and particularly following our extensive re-fit - 
we have been working hard to strengthen our relationships with 
many more of Edinburgh’s institutions, particularly the libraries and 
information services.  
 
If you haven't visited us for a while, we hope you'll be pleasantly 
surprised by the re-working of the space on the shop-floor.  Music, 
travel, stationery and schools have all found new homes within the 
shop, creating more spacious and user-friendly environments. 
They are now housed in individual 'rooms' off the main floors, 
making it easier and more relaxing to search and browse in these 
departments. At the same time as making these physical 
renovations, we have enhanced our stock range with around 10 
000 new titles.  
 
We currently have over 250 000 titles in stock and this is a figure 
which is only going to increase over the next month as our major 
departments continue to grow. We can offer plenty of space and 
time to stock pick from our extensive range, to say nothing of a 
nice cup of tea and plenty of willing hands to help carry the boxes 
when you have finished! With a bit of advance notice, we can get 
you publisher catalogues and publicity materials, for example 
children's book posters. We can arrange to have in stock any 
specialist titles you may require and can adjust our invoicing 
system to suit your particular accounting needs.  
 
Of course, anything we don't have in stock we are always happy to 
order – we can supply anything which is in print and an 
increasingly large number of out of print texts as well. We offer a 
competitive discount on all library orders and will always do our 
best to help you get what you need, even at very short notice.  
 
Our buyers bring a great deal of specialised knowledge about their 
subjects to the shop, and all are always more than happy to advise 
you on your selections. They can provide everything from lists of 
bestselling fiction titles to solutions for technical subject queries.  
 
With the shop refitted we are also enjoying sharing our space and 
interests; we host a varied programme of events in the store and 
can offer a large space on our academic floor as a venue for book 
talks and events. We can also organise book-supply for your own 
author-events around the city, either lending them out for you to 
sell or sending some of our staff along to help. We have in 
previous years worked with Edinburgh City Libraries & Information 
Services on the Festival of Scottish Writing, and are looking 
forward to extending partnership to many more library services 
during the 2008 Festival of Libraries.  
 
These are just some of the ways in which we are trying to make 
our shop an open and accessible resource for information 
professionals in Edinburgh. As a part of that process, we would 
also like to invite all ELISA members to a discussion evening on 
Thursday 21st February at 6pm, where we'd like to offer you a 
chance to tour the newly refitted shop and join us for a glass of 
wine. Prior to that should you have any suggestions, or comments, 
we would be delighted to hear them as we look to strengthen our 
relationship with the library community. 

V
v
Keith Mears – Business Centre Manager 
keith.mears@blackwell.co.uk
The ELISA Staff Development & Training Group are 
pleased to offer ELISA members the following visits (booking 
is essential):  
� Queen Margaret University Learning Resource 

Centre: Thursday  February 7th, 11:00-12:00. Please 
contact David Oliver to book a place - Tel:  0131 474 
0000; Email: doliver@qmu.ac.uk

� Tour of the Royal Botanic Gardens Library on 
Tuesday 11 March,10.00 - 12.00. Participants will be 
given a tour of the Library, will have the opportunity to 
learn about its work, and to see some of the rare books 
in the collection. The visit is limited to 15 participants. 
Those wishing to attend should contact Gill McDonald 
g.a.mcdonald@hw.ac.uk .

� The Scottish Government Information Management 
Unit are offering an insight into their electronic library 
service as well as a tour of the library store room and a 
chance to meet the team and ask questions. 13th 
March 10.00 - 12.00 at Saughton House. The visit is 
limited to 12 places, please contact Wendy Ball to book 
your place wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk.

� Due to demand, extra dates have been offered for 
demonstrations of Edinburgh's  Capital Collections,
Edinburgh's Central Library image collection – now live 
http://www.capitalcollections.org.uk/ Staff are invited to 
see a demo of the website and then look at the staff 
management system behind it on the following dates: 
Tuesday 22nd April 2-4 / Thurs 1st May 2-4 / Fri 9th

May 10-12 / Wednesday 14th May 2-4.In the conference 
room at Central Library, George IV Bridge. Please 
contact Gilly Dennis to book a place -
gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk
anessa Garden – Events and Marketing Co-ordinator 
anessa.garden@blackwell.co.uk
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