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Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries some facts and figures … 
Saturday 8th November to Friday 14th November 
• 1st of its kind in the country  
• 23 services and organisations now confirmed to be 

contributing to the week long programme of events and 
activities 

• A further 14 services and organisations definitely proposed 
and awaiting confirmation 

• 5 library inspired exhibitions running throughout the week 
• The Edinburgh premiere of the Hollywood Librarian running 

Monday – Thursday 
• At least 10 different libraries are offering tours, and one 

includes a treasure hunt 
• Over 40 services are invited  to be present at the Edinburgh 

Libraries Fair 
Several features are still In the process of being planned. They 
include: + Author visits + A road show of electronic resources + An 
on-line instant chat to a celebrity through the Enquire service 
sponsored by OCLC + A writers’ café + As a finale, a panel 
discussion and grand chat on “the future of the book” 
For more news and regular updates, please subscribe to 
Newsings from the Cabin 
http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/?page_id=131

Our deadline for inclusion in the printed programme is 
Wednesday 6th August – are you there???!! 

 
The celebration of 500 years of printing in Scotland 

continues with energy and vibrant activity. Check out their calendar 
http://www.500yearsofprinting.org/news.php and you can also 
subscribe to their newsletter by contacting their livewire organiser, 
Helen Williams Tel: 0131 220 4353   
hwilliams@500yearsofprinting.org

My thanks to Angela McInnes, Web & New Media Officer 
in the City of Edinburgh Council for drawing my attention to a 
thought provoking article on the Literacy Debate - Online, R U 
Really Reading – It is from the NY Times, 27 July 2008 and 
focuses on impact of online resources on teenage literacy. It also 
touches on the issue of the authority of online resources, so may 
be of broader interest from an information literacy perspective too.  
 

The Greater North Project – calls for application 
Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature Trust, in partnership with 
Arts Council England and the Scottish Arts Council, is seeking 
literature professionals working in strategic roles in the north of 
England and Scotland to take part in a group study visit to two 
Cities of Literature: Edinburgh and Melbourne. For more details 
and an application form please contact anna@cityofliterature.com
or telephone 0131 557 9821. 
 

NOTA BENE 
ELISA ran a very successful 2-day copyright course in June, with 
the idea of bringing the experts to us rather than having  to travel 
to them and to train with colleagues from partner libraries. The 
following is an account from one of the participants. The Staff 
Development Group would welcome any suggestion of other 
courses that could be run in this way.  
 

Copyright for Providers 10th and 11th June, 2008 
a participant’s overview. 

 
The thought alone of copyright often fills people with disinterest, 
boredom or dread – the prospect of 2 days concentrated training 
on the subject may well be their idea of purgatory.  However, 
copyright can be thought-provoking and stimulating as the tutor, 
Graham Cornish, demonstrated.  An acknowledged expert in the 
subject, he led the course over two days.  Both days followed the 
same format.   
 
Day 1 – ‘Copyright and the information provider’.  The first day 
included a general outline of copyright – meaning, duration, 
ownership etc.  The presentation was supported by real examples 
of copyright at work.  This meant the points seemed more relevant 
and easier to remember and apply to your own working situation.  
As always it is useful to hear the experiences and questions of 
others, as the answer to their scenarios often clarifies issues in 
your own working environment. 
 
Day 2 –‘Copyright Advanced’.  This was the part of the course 
which very much dealt with copyright in the digital age.  For most 
people who have worked with traditional copyright issues regularly 
this day probably covered information people tend not to know off 
the top of their heads.  Again there was reference made to actual 
case law demonstrating that copyright has implications in the real 
world such as heavy fines!  It was good to hear about 
developments that are being looked at for changes relating to 
copyright law, although it means that participants have to continue 
updating their knowledge. 
 
Overall the course was relaxed, but professional and productive. 
Even at lunch the talk invariably came back to some copyright 
scenario or other!  At the end of the 2 days the tutor provided 
copies of the presentation and a ‘summary of current and 
proposed copyright legislation’ for participants’ own use and his e-
mail, so that he could give advice on one-off queries and add you 
to his e-mail alerts.  It is encouraging that there is constructive help 
out there. 
 
Karen O’Brien – Edinburgh Central Library - Scottish Library 
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ScotlandsImages.com 

ScotlandsImages.com is a new 
online picture library drawn 
from Scotland’s national 
collections. The National 
Archives of Scotland has 
developed this resource in 
partnership with The National 
Library of Scotland, National 
Museums Scotland, The 
National Trust for Scotland and 
The Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland in order 
to bring together online for the 
first time their complementary 
image collections.  
 
The ScotlandsImages.com 
project has been lead by Gillian 
Mapstone and John Simmons, 
working as image library 
managers at The National Archives of Scotland.  
 
All of the collaborating institutions previously provided offline 
access to their image collections to picture buyers, but in order to 
compete in the technology driven market, resources were pooled 
to create a central online image bank which could be used to 
promote the commercial and educational reuse of their graphical 
materials to a wider audience. 
 
The website, which caters primarily to professional image buyers, 
provides a one stop shop for the purchase and licensing of images 
selected from the partners’ extensive, and often unique, holdings. 
Images of everything from people, places and objects to maps, 
plans, drawings and iconic documents combine to offer a 
remarkable illustration of the life, history and culture of Scotland 
and the wider world. The images currently on the site represent 
only a small proportion of those held within each of the 
contributors’ collections and new images will be added on a 
regular basis to expand the diverse and eclectic content.  
 
ScotlandsImages.com offers a fast and efficient web based image 
library service. The site hosts high resolution images for instant 
download, accompanied by comprehensive image metadata, fully 
searchable by keywords. Visitors to the website can search the 
combined collection, as well as each partner’s images individually. 
Search results are displayed as thumbnails and each image can 
be previewed in more detail along with its supporting metadata. 
The facility to zoom on images will also shortly be added. Full 
online shopping facilities allow customers to license, purchase and 
download high resolution images.   
 
Users who register with the site can take advantage of the full 
range of sophisticated features the site offers. The light box tool 
allows users to create a web based personal folder to store and 
sort images of interest which can be saved and returned to later. 
Users can create multiple light boxes for different subjects or 
projects which can then be sent by email to colleagues and clients 
so that they can view thumbnails and previews of the selected 
images.  
 
Registered users can also obtain instant prices for image usage 
through the fully automated online shopping basket facility, which 
can calculate a tailored price based on the image use requirement, 
from for example a small black and white thumbnail image in a 

periodical, to a large colour image in an advertising campaign. 
Images can then be purchased through a secure online 
ecommerce system and are available immediately for instant 
download for up to fourteen days. 
 
Additionally registered users can submit image research requests 
for images which may be held within the partners’ collections, but 
which are not yet on the site and can also opt to receive regular 
email updates detailing new image content. 
 
The website went live in May 2008 when it was unveiled at the 
BAPLA Picture Buyers’ Fair. A formal launch will take place later in 
the year after final testing is completed. In the meantime more 
images are being scanned, optimised and uploaded daily and the 
site is ever changing, so please get online, register and take a 
look. And let us know what you think - what you like about the site, 
what you don’t like about it and what you would like to see on there 
in the future. 
www.scotlandsimages.com
info@scotlandsimages.com
telephone: 0131 535 1395 
 
Gillian Mapstone & John Simmons 
National Archives of Scotland 
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