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Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries
Celebrate our common wealth of knowledge

Saturday, 6th October 2007 in the Assembly Rooms

For this issue date, 4th July, 
with its resonance of 
egalitarian activism upholding 
life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness, I have decided to 
devote this issue to raising the 
profile of Edinburgh’s Festival 
of Libraries. Some mention 
has been made of this event 
previously but this seems an 

opportune moment to keep everyone up to date with 
developments.

Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries is planned as a one-day 
exhibition of over 40 Edinburgh-based library and information 
services brought together under the one roof. It will demonstrate 
to the general public the wide range of resources and the wealth 
of knowledge and information readily accessible to residents and 
visitors alike – our common wealth of knowledge. 

The event is being organised through the ELISA network and its 
realisation will be a significant achievement of several of ELISA’s 
aims. The event is taking place in a City of Literature and is in 
association with the Edinburgh City of Literature Trust.

Albeit an ambitious remit, we hope the Festival of Libraries will 
prove attractive to many different groups of people. We have 
identified the following groups as those who will be particularly 
interested: children and families, students, business people, 
people who make a living from books, and people with a special 
interest such as local history, genealogy, health information, and 
lifelong learning.

There is a group of volunteers representing several different 
library services working on the event. They are organised in 
small groups focussing on different aspects of the event, such 
as:

 Stalls and exhibits – these will include at least 40 of the 
Edinburgh-based library an information services/ 
projects.

 Programme of talks – these are being grouped around 4 
loose themes

1. History of the book
2. Readers and Writers
3. Local History and Genealogy
4. Information skills

 Young people’s activities
 Marketing

THE VENUE:
The Assembly Rooms have been booked from 8.00 until 5.00 on 
Saturday 6th October. We have the use of the Ballroom and the two 
drawing rooms at either end. The Ballroom is approximately 28m by 
12m and the drawing rooms can take about 70 seated lecture style. 
The rooms are on the first floor but there is disabled access. I have 
to compliment the Assembly Room staff on their excellent policy of 
working closely with booked clients prior to the event to achieve a 
successful result. This has been particularly appreciated in ELISA’s 
case as this is the first time this event has been run.

THE STALLS AND EXHIBITS:
The organising team were very focussed on the fact that this event is 
for the general public. They therefore thought carefully of services 
who could offer material and resources that are public facing. Over 
50 invitations were issued in May. Needless to say, if you are keen 
for your service to be involved and have not heard, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 
The following services have booked to date:

 European Parliament Information 
 Scotland’s Peoples Centre and the National Archives of 

Scotland
 National Galleries of Scotland’s Libraries
 British Geological Survey
 Scotsman Publications Digital Resource
 Capability Scotland
 Scottish Sensory Centre Research Library
 Scottish Language Dictionaries 
 Scottish Poetry Library
 Napier University Learning & Information Services

We are in the process of fine tuning arrangements with the following
services, prior to booking:

o National Library of Scotland
o Edinburgh City Libraries & Information Services
o Further Education College Libraries in Edinburgh
o SNIP and community care information services for families
o Historic Scotland Resource Centre
o Outlook Project
o NHS e-Library
o Publishing Scotland



T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh

     

Some of the first organisations booked to attend
Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries 2007

As time moves on we hope to achieve contact with more 
services. We also plan to develop the following “themed” 
exhibits:

 business information, with ScotBis as the lead 
contributor. 

 Information sources supporting lifelong learning 
opportunities

 Community care information services for adults
 A “stall” focussed on children and libraries, lead by 

Edinburgh Libraries Youth Services
 “What is a Librarian?” stall

There will also be demonstrations of bookbinding and the well 
known consultant, Dr Recommenda Book, will run a clinic for 
young people.

THE TALKS PROGRAMME
The talks are loosely grouped in four themes. We have 
drawn up a draft programme and are in the process of 
finalising details. 
History of the book
Contributions will look at special collections and various 
aspects of the history of the book.
Readers and Writers
There will be a heavy emphasis on interactivity in this 
theme and we hope to involve people of all ages in 
discussing books, story telling, and engaging with writers. 
Local History and Genealogy
With keen public interest in these subjects and with the 
marvellous collections available in Edinburgh, the talks 
from some of the big institutions in Edinburgh should be a 
big draw.
Information skills
Libraries are concerned that people develop good 
information skills, and we are planning talks that will 
highlight the different aspects of finding the right 
information at the right time. 

We are also in the process of inviting VIPs to open the 
event and we are looking for a “well-kent” face to open 
people’s eyes to our common wealth of knowledge in the 
city.  

FIRST CATCH YOUR FISH!
We know that once the public are in the Assembly Rooms 
there will be plenty of variety and interest to appeal to 
everyone. However, we will all have to work very hard to 
hook people in through the doors. 

o We are planning a series of fliers that will each 
target a particular group of people, there will be 
one for children, one for local history and 
genealogy, there will be one for readers and 
writers, one for community information. 

o We are hoping to procure some live musicians to 
attract people to the venue.

o I am investigating the possibility of getting 
LoveLibraries merchandise

o We have made it known that we would like to 
have the Edinburgh Libraries Book Bus parked 
outside. 

Any other ideas to divert people from their Saturday 
routine most welcome!

PLEASE HELP!
Now the planning stage is nearly completed, we urgently 
need help with the many small practical tasks that need to be 
done. The following is an extract from the outstanding “to do” 
list: 

Publicity: we are drawing up a list of distribution points, we 
will need help in finding ways to reach these distribution 
points
Supporting contributors: we would like more hands on deck 
to help the organising team. If you are interested in helping 
out with organising the stalls or the programme of talks, 
please get in touch.
Help on the day: we need a large pool of “stewards” on the 
day so that we can have an efficient rota of people around to 
help with practical matters, and the more people there are, 
the shorter the time on duty. Jobs that need to be done are, 
welcoming people, clicking numbers, helping exhibitors with 
practical matters (Assembly attendance staff will also be on 
call), helping set up and clear up. 

ELISA needs you! Here is a unique chance to celebrate the 
“library concept” – our common wealth of knowledge! 


