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NEWS & EVENTS 

Following partial collapse of a building on Lady Lawson Street in 
Westport, staff and students at the Edinburgh College of Art 
are still experiencing severe disruption. However, Wilson Smith, 
Principal Librarian, reports that apart from a couple of days, the 
library has been open for business as usual.  
 
The Old Town Festival 2007 (organised by the Scottish 
Storytelling Centre) - 18 June to 1 July – has many interesting 
events organised. More information from several sites including 
Edinburgh World Heritage http://www.ewht.org.uk/Old-Town-
Festival-18-June-1-July-2007.aspx and the Storytelling Centre 
http://www.scottishstorytellingcentre.com . one of them will take 
place in Central Library: Roddy Simpson is to give a talk in the 
Conference Room on June 26 (on Archibald Burns, 
photographer of Old Edinburgh) - bookings to be made through 
the Fine Art Library - there is no charge for this event.  
 
You are invited to celebrate the launch of 
“Fall from Grace” by David Ashton 
Tuesday 12th June 2007 at 7.00 -8.00 p.m. in the Board Room 
of the National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge. Tickets 
Free. Contact Kenny Redpath 0131 655 1510 
events@birlinn.co.uk West Newington House, 10 Newington 
Road, Edinburgh EH9 1QS. More information can be found at 
http://www.birlinn.co.uk/book/details/Fall-From-Grace-
9781846970078/ .

Four members of the NLS staff are going to walk 54 miles of the 
West Highland Way in fewer than 24 hours, risking fatigue, 
midge bites, muscle strains, blisters and maybe worse. They are 
taking part in the RBS Caledonian Challenge. Why? They say, 
“we're doing it for the same reason people climb hills - it's there! 
We think we'll be the first library team to take part in the 
Challenge in its ten years and we want to prove that we can do 
it. But mainly we're doing it because it's for a very good cause, 
the Scottish Community Foundation. To find out more, check out 
the mildly insane blogs  http://www.nls.uk/team-nls/

Find out about the numerous literary happenings taking place in 
Edinburgh, a UNESCO City of Literature in the next few weeks 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20
Tell your users, go yourselves. 
 
For comprehensive listing of all professional events for the library 
and information sector see 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/evntcalendarsummary.cfm . The 
ELISA Development Officer would like to hear from anyone who 
is planning to attend the CILIPS Annual Conference and/ or the 
Branch and Group Day, and the CILIP Umbrella Conference. I 
feel it would be very useful to have some brief reports for TACIT 
to highlight particular issues and leads. Please get in touch if you 
are willing to write a short paragraph on any aspect of these 
important LIS events, wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

RAISING THE PROFILE 
CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL  
RESOURCE AND INFORMATION CENTRE 

My colleague 
Elaine and I 
work in the 
newly formed 
Resource and 
Information 
Centre (RIC) in 
the Council’s 
new 
headquarters, 
Waverley Court.  
We moved here 
in December 06, taking with us City Development’s three 
existing library collections, (Property & Construction, 
Economic Development and Transport and Planning) and 
these now form the core of the new collection. 
 
This is my personal reflections on moving into the new 
building, setting up the new library and settling into a new 
working environment. 
 
The RIC occupies a space on the first floor under an atrium, 
with 300 linear meters of shelving, touch down workstations, 
and recreational/informal meeting space.  It is set in the 
middle of an open plan working floor; it sometimes feels as if 
we’re working in Waverley Station. 
 
Moving the library was a mammoth task.  It was managed by 
us and Moveplan who organised the packing and reshelving 
of stock.  I had to make sure that only useful library stock 
came to the new RIC, and allocate shelving for all the 
material coming in.   
 
An audit was carried out on library stock throughout the 
Council in 2005, and this was used as the basis for planning 
the new resource centre.  In reality we had no idea how much 
material there was to be accommodated.  Allocating shelf 
space was like a huge jigsaw puzzle.  Collections we didn’t 
know about kept emerging.  We wanted to keep each 
department’s stock together in a logical arrangement, and we 
had no idea if we would have space for everything staff 
wanted to deposit with us.  Miraculously the system worked 
and the collection fitted into the space available. 
 
We are also in the process of changing from a departmental 
service to providing a Council wide service.  This has been a 
very fast learning curve; we are developing contacts and 
finding out about the functions of the other departments.  We 
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are trying to 
publicise our 
services to the staff 
using notices, group 
emails and articles in 
our in-house 
magazine, the City 
News.   
 
At the same time we 

are also trying to familiarise ourselves with the various 
collections and get some minimal cataloguing done as 
quickly as possible.  There are at least 5 separate 
classification systems in use in different sections, including 
CI/SfB, Library of Congress and some homemade 
classifications. We decided to use shelf marks for 
uncatalogued stock, so items can be returned to the shelf 
they came from.   
 

We have upgraded the existing catalogue and are in the 
process of publishing it online through the Council intranet.  
We’re hoping this should be available by July and it will 
allow staff access to the catalogue from their workstations, 
which will be especially useful for staff working away from 
headquarters. 
 
We are now settled into Waverley Court.  It’s a modern 
open plan office using sustainable systems for heating, 
lighting, ventilation, waste disposal etc.   Its walls are 
largely glass making the most of natural light and 
ventilation. 
 
With the move to the new headquarters staff are having to 
learn new ways of working such as hot desking and home 
and mobile working.  It also includes a clear desk policy, 
limited personal storage space and no personal rubbish 
bins, all of which can be a bit of a challenge. 
 
Along with these come other 
improvements such as bookable meeting 
rooms and informal meeting areas on 
each floor; a canteen and a coffee shop, 
and for those inclined a gym, and fitness 
suite.  The outlook has improved for 
most too with external courtyards and 
grassed roof areas which staff can use. 
 
The general opinion of the building as a 
workplace seems to be favourable, there 
are fantastic views from some parts of 
the building, and as most of the exterior 
is glass, it is very light, and with 1800 
staff it certainly has a buzz about it.  
We’re looking forward to providing library 
services in a new and challenging 
environment. 
 
Elspeth Third, 
Information Officer 
 elspeth.third@edinburgh.gov.uk

Requests for help: 
We are looking for help with two components of the 
Edinburgh’s Festival of Libraries.  
1. Please advise the ELISA Development Officer 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk if you can help with the 
distribution of flyers and other publicity for this event. We 
want to reach as many different groups as we can. Does 
anyone have any advice/ suggestions for contacting local 
radio? Does anyone have any experience of sending “e-
flyers” like the electronic greetings cards?   
2. We would very much like a demonstration of practical 
library related crafts at the Libraries Festival, such as 
bookbinding. If you have any contacts or suggestions, please 
get in touch.  
 
ANNOUNCING ELISA INFOLINKS 

Following the ELISA Open Day that took place on 15th May, 
we can begin to see some concrete outcomes. The session 
titled “Information Exchanges” has sewed the seed of ELISA 
Infolinks. At the session, participants were invited to join 
different groups focussing on a particular “hot topic” and to 
share all the useful information sources they could remember. 
The information sources gathered have been presented as 
ELISA Infolinks on the ELISA website. You will see that the 
listings are somewhat sketchy at present, although there are 
excellent contributions by Angus Ferguson and Nat Edwards. 
You will understand that this is a beginning and with enough 
people contributing, it will gather momentum and become a 
very useful resource in a relatively short space of time. 
Please help create this potentially valuable tool – it won’t work 
without you. Find ELISA Infolinks at 
http://laggan.lib.ed.ac.uk/elisa/?page_id=73 .
Please contact Greig Christie, ELISA webmaster, 
greig.christie@ed.ac.uk if there are any hitches in your 
registration process.  
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