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NEWS AND EVENTS
SFEU Librarians’ Community of Practice Annual Conference
is taking place on Wednesday 8th February in Cumbernauld. The
theme of the conference is “There is Art in Partnership”. Wendy
Ball is promoting ELISA as one of the contributing presentations. 

The Department of Computer and Information Sciences at the
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, is planning to offer a two-
year MSc/Diploma Information and Library Studies in part-
time mode. (For the current one-year course see:
http://www.gsi.strath.ac.uk/gsi/ils/ )
This will make it possible for students to both work and take the
course, coming in during term for one day a week. If you are
interested, you are invited to complete a short, web-based
questionnaire at:
http://www.cis.strath.ac.uk/~ap/PTILS/

The  Scottish Information Network are offering an excellent
programme of practical seminars. The next one in March on
“Managing web sites to meet end-user needs”.
http://www.scotinfonet.com/calendar.htm 

To find out more about CILIPS events in Edinburgh, contact
Julie Sutherland, Convenor of the East Branch CILIPS
Committee:0131 3349262 julie.sutherland@forrester.edin.sch.uk

ELISA WORKING GROUPS 
• Business Committee has been working on

developing the ELISA Business Plan
• e-Content Group continues work on the digital

materials portal project. 
• Communications Group has authorised the

development of a poster to promote ELISA to be
ready for World Book day on 2nd March. Print and
design courtesy of ECLIS Design Services. Posters
will be distributed to all ELISA members. 

• The Web Group has made updating the ELISA
website a priority and the group is beginning to draw
up a project plan for the web site development. 

• The Access Group is well on target for the
development of the Edinburgh Libraries Passport –
the pilot is planned for August this year. The Group
has also authorised the planning of the Edinburgh
Libraries Fair to take place on 16th May 2006. 

If you would like to know more about the collaborative
projects being developed by the ELISA Working Groups,
please contact Wendy Ball.

The first Edinburgh Libraries Fair – May 16th 2006 
The first Edinburgh Libraries Fair is taking place on the 16th May
2006, hosted by Edinburgh University Main Library. Under the
auspices of the ELISA Access Group, this is an event where all
library and information services based in Edinburgh can get together
under one roof. The aim being to raise awareness of what services
and resources can be accessed in Edinburgh. It will also provide an
excellent opportunity to network and meet colleagues as well as to
attend the sessions planned on shared best practice. To find out
more e-mail wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk 

NOTA BENE by Rachel Edwards and Robbie Mitchell,
National Library of Scotland
As custodians of a nation's
literary collections covering
all aspects of Scottish
culture, it is fitting that the
employees of the National
Library of Scotland have
embraced one of the nation's
true passions: fitba'. The
NLS team was born out of a
series of friendly kick-around matches played on the
Meadows in 2005. Jumpers for goal posts, oranges at half
time, and the chance to tackle your line manager helped
create the appeal. After a few such games, the search was on
for other like-minded teams who fancied an evening of
'friendly' 11 a side football. Comprised of male and female
members of staff from all departments, a number of matches
have taken place against other city teams, including a derby
match with Edinburgh Central Libraries. After SFA and FIFA
referee John Underhill officiated a recent match, the allure of
international football proved to great to resist and so NLS FC
look to their next challenge  - Europe. In July, they head to
Dublin to face their colleagues in Trinity College Library,
representing both the NLS and the nation. Hopefully, like
other Scots who have gone before them, this team in dark
blue will do their homeland proud in foreign fields - and make

it back in
time for

Monday
morning!
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Raising the Profile
Edinburgh City Central Library

Edinburgh City’s Central Library is an iconic building
standing on George IV Bridge opposite the National
Library. Its twelve floors reaching down into the Cowgate,
are almost like roots into the very heart of the city. The
main building was designed in 1890 by George
Washington Browne and is said to be the best example of
a Carnegie Library in Scotland. It is a much loved
institution and its well-being is of great interest and
concern for Edinburgh’s citizens. The Central Library now
houses over 850,000 items available for anyone to use
and indeed there are on average over 500,000 visitors a
year taking advantage of all the resources. 

It is the public library ethos of open doors, welcoming
everyone whatever their age, whatever their background,
that keeps Maggie Corr motivated and enthused towards
her work as Central Library and Information Services
Manager.  As well as
being part of the Libraries
Management Team
involved in strategic
development, Maggie
also takes overall
responsibility for the
management of the
actual building. Whilst
Maggie and her
colleagues take forward
many projects, such as
digitising collections,
upgrading the Lending
Library, and events such
as the Festival of Scottish
Writing, she is also
concerned with the stonework repairs, or if the lift breaks
down. However, in recent years considerations about the
physical aspects of the building have expanded hugely in
perspective. 

A Central Library Conservation Plan was commissioned
for this Grade 2 listed building and when it was published
in 2002, it revealed that the Central Library is reaching the
stage where it is no longer fit for purpose. The building
does not offer adequate disabled access, many of the
mechanical and engineering services are reaching the end
of their useful life and unique important collections are
housed in conditions which are not of an acceptable
matching standard. And above all, the Conservation Plan
found that the pressure on space is the key conservation
issue with the building having become just too small for its
current use.  The Plan makes it clear that in addressing
these challenges, doing nothing is not an option. 

The City of Edinburgh Council appreciates the level of
sentiment the people of Edinburgh feel for the Central
Library building and has endorsed the findings of the
Conservation Plan.  An appraisal is now underway to
determine the best of five options for the Central Library.
These include keeping core collections within the Browne

building and relocating
others elsewhere;
retaining lending
collections at the
Browne building and
relocating specialised
collections elsewhere;
extending the existing
building; relocating all
services to a new site;
or maintaining the status
quo.

In identifying these, the
Conservation Plan notes
that the option of
extending the Library on
a Council owned site
behind the original

building in the Cowgate, does, in particular, offer exciting
possibilities for re-inventing the Central Library. This is the
same site that featured in the international Cowgatehead
Design Competition in 1994.  

This appraisal is a formal process to ensure the option
chosen is the most appropriate for the public and library
services of Edinburgh.  Maggie Corr believes that a most
important part of the work is to define a clear and inspired
vision of how Central Library can best serve the people in
Edinburgh, both residents and visitors.   As the option
appraisal progresses, the City Council expects to be in a
position to announce its vision for the future of the 21st

Century Central Library in the coming year.
 
If you would like to know more about the Central Library
Conservation plans, please contact Maggie Corr
maggie.corr@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Living Libraries – Photography Project. Please contact
Sally Kerr at dsk_39@yahoo.co.uk with your ideas and
suggestions for promoting the unique life of the library in
which you work
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