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NEWS  
• The ELISA website has a new domain name: 

http://www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info/
At present this is redirects to the previous url but 
our Webmaster is working on the direct links.  

• The website content has been updated. You can 
now find back issues of TACIT, minutes of the 
ELISA committees and Working Groups with an 
indication of the main business covered. The 
membership of the forum seems to steadily 
increase but without a doubt, this is a useful but 
under-exploited resource.  

• Members of the Business Committee and the 
Working Group Convenors met on 28th February 
to discuss the ELISA Business Plan. The aim was 
to identify priority areas for the development of 
ELISA. The Business Plan is currently being re-
drafted and will go in front of the Full Committee 
for approval on the 18th April. After this the 
document will be available for all ELISA members.  

 
STAND BY YOUR IN-BOXES!

The following are items scheduled for circulation by 
the ELISA Development Officer in the near future. 
• The first poster to publicise ELISA to staff, 

colleagues and the public is now available. 
Developed under the auspices of the 
Communications Working Group, the poster is 
beautifully illustrated by material from the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Library, our thanks to Graham 
Hardy and Lynsey Muir for their help, and to Ken 
Smyth and Kevin Maclean for their expertise. 
Distribution is imminent and to make sure you 
receive a poster, please get in touch.  

• The Access Working Group has drawn up a 
questionnaire to gather information about how the 
library and information community at large would 
view the Edinburgh Libraries Passport. The 
questionnaire will be sent out shortly – if you 
would like to receive a questionnaire and to learn 
more about how the passport will operate, please 
contact Wendy Ball. 

• First Edinburgh Libraries Fair, Tuesday May 
16th, Edinburgh University Main Library. Invitations 
to exhibitors will be issued shortly. We are also 
intending to hold some “shared best practice 
sessions” during the day. For this latter item, if you 
have any ideas for topics that you would like to 
hear discussed, please get in touch. An initial list 
will be circulated.  

 

RAISING THE PROFILE 
Sighthill Community Library 

Sighthill library is a small community library that serves one of 
the more deprived communities in Edinburgh with 18% of 
those available to work unemployed and 23.4% of 
households classed as being below the low income threshold.  
The work of the library is extremely community centred and 
library staff regularily work with key partners in community 
education, youth work and community safety.  The library also 
has a Bookstart worker on the staff team who works with local 
nurseries and family centres and hosts extremely popular 
weekly rhymetimes for under threes and their parents/carers 
in the library. 

 
The library staff team has consistently employed innovative 
strategies and projects in order to effectively meet the 
challenge of maintaining a relevent and effective library 
service to the local community.  An example of this can be 
seen in  the way in which the staff team worked to address 
the challenge of increased levels of antisocial behaviour 
amongst children and young people, a problem that impacted 
on the effective operation of the library as well as affecting  
the local community in general.   
 
It was recognised  that simply excluding young people from 
the library was having no impact on their unacceptable 
behaviour but was moving the problem outside the library and 
encouraging a culture of confrontation between local young 
people and library staff and users.  The Library Officer Team, 
Jane Milne and Andrew McTaggart, together devised a 
strategy that would enable library staff to address the 
antisocial behaviour of children and young people in the  

Sighthill Bookstart 
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NOTA BENE 

Digitisation project for the Special Collections of 
Edinburgh City Libraries and Information Services 
 
In June this year an exciting new project to start digitising 
Edinburgh Central Library’s extensive and significant 
collections of illustrative and photographic material will begin.   
The financial support secured from the Cities Growth Fund 
will enable 4 project staff  to work for two years initially on the 
collections of the Edinburgh Room and Scottish Library which 
number over 130,000 individual items,  and form a visual 
record of the history and development of Scotland with a 
particular emphasis on Edinburgh. Notable within these 
community in a more positive way.  This involved working
closely with a number of key partners to deliver a
programme of imaginative activities and events for young
people.  A good example of this work is the “Reading the
Game” project, where library staff worked with a youth
literacy worker to develop a football and literacy project fo
young men where participants played football and enjoyed
reading and writing activities.  The library has also worked
in partnership with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme, enabling excluded young people to participate in
the scheme and take part in a number of activities in the
library, including dance and grafitti art workshops.  

 
Library staff have set up
and run a number of clubs
and groups in order to
Grafitti Arts Project with the 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

Scheme

encourage young people to 
use the library in a positive 
way, these include the 
Computer Crazies club, 
where library staff work 
with 5-12 year olds to 
improve their ICT skills, a 
fortnightly Gamers 
Workshop, Where library 
staff show young people 

how to design computer 
games levels and improve 
their gaming skills, and a 

collections are works by pioneers of early photography 
including Thomas Keith and the members of the Edinburgh 
Calotype Club.   The watercolours of artists like James Skene 
provide an enchanting record of Edinburgh and the wild 
landscape of Scotland during the nineteenth century.  
Ultimately this project will allow general access to these 
collections of national importance for the first time, through 
the development of a website that will be launched during the 
project.  
 
Alison Stoddart 
Heritage Projects Officer 
Central Library 
alison.stoddart@edinburgh.gov.uk
fortnightly Chatterbooks 
book group for 7-12 year olds.  Staff have also devised a 
teenage reading promotion that has resulted in significant 
increases in teenage borrowing. 
 
This approach has encouraged young people to value the 
library and has resulted in a reduction in the number of 
recorded antisocial behaviour incidents invoving young 
people in the community.  Young people who were 
previously excluded from all community facilities have 
started to use the library on a regular basis.  The role of 
library staff was recognised when the library won the 
Scottish Executive “Standing up to Antisocial Behaviour” 
award for their innovative work with young people.  The 
library has also recently been shortlisted for the CILIP 
“Libraries Change Lives” award for its work with socially 
excluded young people.   
sighthill.library@edinburgh.gov.uk 

MORE NEWS AND EVENTS 

Grampian Information Training Event 4th May, Woodhill 
House, Aberdeen. “Team Communication and Effectiveness” 
This course will be led by Fiona Adamson of Temenos 
Coaching and is based around the Insights Discovery Profile.   
For more information, please contact Paula Argo, 
paula.argo@grampianinfo.co.uk
New on the Central Reference Library web page – Electronic 
Resources In the Reference Department.  
http://download.edinburgh.gov.uk/Libraries/Electronic_Resour
ces_In_Reference.pdf. This document lists the Central 
Reference Library electronic subscriptions plus SLIC 
subscriptions. It also includes web links to sites that are now 
freely available e.g.  The Medical Register, House of 
Commons papers etc. 
For the City of Literature e-Bulletin contact Anna Burkey on  
0131 718 5663, mailto:edinburgh@cityofliterature.com. This 
month’s bulletin is packed full of  information about lectures, 
workshops, competitions, launches and courses for all lovers 
of books, reading and writing.  
 
The Queen Margaret Professorial Lectures 
An invitation has been extended to representatives from 
libraries to attend the first in a series of professorial lectures 
on 20th March at 6pm. “Creating New Theatre for the World: 
New Theatre for a Global Age” a lecture by Professor Jo 
Clifford. If you would like to attend, please contact Isobel 
Lister: 0131 317 3202  Ilister@qmuc.ac.uk

Sighthill library staff team receiving the “Standing up to 
Antisocial Behaviour” award 
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