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NEWS & EVENTS 
"Future trends in information" Monday, September 11th,
6.00pm at The Royals Scots Club, The Dumbarton Suite, 30 
Abercromby Place, Edinburgh EH3 6QE 
Do you know what the future holds for you as an information 
professional? Come along to the much anticipated round table 
discussion on this subject, organised by the Scottish 
Information Network.. Three key figures from the information 
profession - Gill Leslie, Head of Knowledge Management at 
Biggart Baillie, John MacColl, Sub-Librarian, Digital Library 
Division at the University of Edinburgh and Jeremy Shayler, 
Regional Manager, Lexis-Nexis will each give their insight into 
how the changing nature of the information world will affect us. 
To confirm your attendance and for more information, please 
contact Mayumi Hepburn at mayumi_hepburn2@agilent.com .

“Stone. Ten Bindings” Dean Gallery Keiller Library;
Saturday, 15 July, 2006 - Sunday, 8 October. This is the second 
Keiller Library display to focus on the art of bookbinding, and has 
been arranged by Ann Simpson, Senior Curator of the Archive. 
‘Stone’, a book of poems by George Mackay Brown (1921 – 
1996), was published in 1987. Faith Shannon, who is one of 
Britain’s’ most skilled and innovative bookbinders, was 
commissioned to make special bindings for ten copies.  
 
For a comprehensive listing of events for the library and 
information professional compiled by CILIPS, including the 
forthcoming CILIPS Branch & Group Day on 27th September,  
please see: 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendarsummary.cfm

Make sure that you are subscribed to the Edinburgh 
UNESCO City of Literature e-bulletin, now running to three 
action packed pages of literary events. Contact Anna Burkey at 
anna@cityofliterature.com

For those libraries seeking to attract younger readers, 
Children’s Book Week is starting on Monday 2nd October. 
Edinburgh City Libraries Youth services will be running 
rhymetimes through their Bookstart Projects. 
youth.services@edinburgh.gov.uk Tel: 242 8120 
 
Copy-editing, direct mail marketing are amongst the subjects 
being covered by the Scottish Publishers Association training 
programme. Find full details of all SPA training courses online at 
http://www.scottishbooks.org/training. Or telephone on 228 6866. 
 
Grampian Information Annual Conference: The Future of the 
Profession. Friday, 17th November, Aberdeen Football Club. 
Keynote speakers: Ivor Lloyd, President of CILIPS, Head of 
Information Services, University of Abertay. Diana Edmonds, 
Head of Service, Haringey Council. Workshops include: To 
Google or not to Google; Information Literacy; Legal Information; 
and Visibility, your key marketing tool. Contact Paula Argo for 
more information: info@grampianinfo.co.uk

RAISING THE PROFILE 
SUNCAT: a service for the United Kingdom based in Edinburgh 
 
On 1st August 2006 SUNCAT (Serials UNion CATalogue) became a 
service supported by EDINA, one of the national data centres for UK 
further and higher education which is based at the University of 
Edinburgh.  EDINA hosts a dozen different services including the 
Statistical Accounts of Scotland, SALSER (serials holdings for 
Scottish libraries) and Digimap (Ordnance Survey online maps and 
data for mapping).   
 
SUNCAT began as a project in February 2003 with the intention of 
creating a central database of serials held in UK research libraries.  
At the time of writing, the holdings of 50 research libraries are on 
SUNCAT and it is planned to reach 60 libraries by the end of 2006.  
Whilst many of the Contributing Libraries are universities, they also 
include the three national libraries (British Library and National 
Libraries of Wales and Scotland), learned societies and research 
associations; data from Manchester Public Libraries, the first of the 
public libraries with a major serials’ collection, is awaiting loading.   
Local libraries currently on SUNCAT are the University of Edinburgh, 
Napier University, National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh College of 
Art and the data from the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh is in the 
process of being converted into a suitable form for loading. 
 
The funds for SUNCAT are supplied by the Joint Information 
Systems Committee (JISC) the body responsible for providing a 
centralised and co-ordinated direction for the development of the 
infrastructure and activities for UK further and higher education.  In 
this wide role it provides for a range of funding opportunities.  
SUNCAT is currently funded until July 2007. 
 
As befits a project, now service, which is funded for the benefit of the 
whole of UK further and higher education, the SUNCAT Team is  
 

Fred Guy (SUNCAT Project Manager) edits his article for Tacit! 
formation services agency 
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made up from people from all the component parts of the United 
Kingdom!  The Team comprises 3 people from England, Peter  
Burnhill, Christine Rees (Co-Directors) and Natasha Aburrow-Jones 
(Bibliographic Project Officer); 3 from Scotland, Moira Whitson 
(Senior Library Assistant), Liz Stevenson (Electronic Resources 
Librarian-Edinburgh University Library) and Morag Macgregor 
(Software Engineer); two from Northern Ireland, Zena Mulligan 
(Project Officer) and Fred Guy (Project Manager) and one from 
Wales, Nicola Osborne (Senior Library Assistant).   
 
The major activities over the past three years have been concerned 
with creating the central database and designing an attractive and 
practical search interface. 
 
The work of receiving data files from Contributing Libraries and, in 
agreement with staff in these libraries, converting the data for input 

into the SUNCAT database is time consuming and demanding work 

and is carried out by Natasha, Nicola and Moira.  It involves close 
working with Morag who supplies the systems and software 
expertise. 
 
Liz and Zena worked with focus groups comprising staff, students 
and librarians to create an interface which has been well received by 
users. The search facilities for SUNCAT are very comprehensive.  It 
is possible to search if the exact title is known or only some 
keywords and to browse a series of indexes which, as well as title 
and title keyword, include publisher, subject headings and Dewey 
and Library of Congress classification numbers. 

Moira Whitson (SUNCAT Senior Library Assistant) seated,looks over SUNCAT with 
Natasha Aburrow-Jones (SUNCAT Project Officer).Fred Guy (SUNCAT Project 

Manager) works in the background.
NOTA BENE: It often seems that libraries and information services have to battle to raise their profile, frequently within their own 
institutions. It is therefore encouraging to realise that libraries are still consciously important and relevant to some people. In the light 
of the debate about immigrants from Eastern Europe, a recent Sunday Times article focused on a Polish man settled in Edinburgh. It 
reports,  

“ While some less welcoming Scots have accused the recent arrival of Polish immigrants of not integrating themselves 
properly into Scottish life, Potepski actively stays away from Polish haunts. …. Instead Potepski prefers to explore the city’s music 
venues, and listen to live jazz, rock, and traditional Scottish music, or visit the local art galleries and libraries. “My favourite is 
probably the big one on George IV Bridge. There are so many beautiful books in there, it would take you years to fully explore 
it.””Focus, Sunday Times 27th August 2006. 

 
One of the reasons for establishing SUNCAT was to help librarians 
improve the quality of locally held records and facilities to allow staff 
from Contributing Libraries to download SUNCAT records will be 
made available by the end of the year. 
 
The SUNCAT service is free to everyone and can be found at: 
http://www.suncat.ac.uk

There is information on the SUNCAT web site about the Contributing 
Libraries and background to the establishment of SUNCAT, as well 
as technical documents which describe the process of adding data 
to the database.   
 
To publicise becoming a service, the SUNCAT Team is running a 
series of workshops in London (8th September), Edinburgh (11th 
September) and Manchester (12th September).  These workshops 
are open to everyone, not just staff from Contributing Libraries. The 
Edinburgh workshop is in the Wolfson Centre at Edinburgh 
University and if you would like to attend please contact the EDINA 
helpdesk at: edina@ed.ac.uk

Fred Guy (Project Manager)   f.guy@ed.ac.uk

****SUNCAT Edinburgh Workshop, September 11th**** 

Nicola Osborne (SUNCAT Senior Library Assistant) takes a 
look at the SUNCAT interface with Zena Mulligan (SUNCAT Project Officer) 

Photo of the team in front of a selection of serials runs. 
Back row (left to right): Christine Rees (Team Manager), Moira Whitson (SUNCAT Senior 
Library Assistant), Zena Mulligan (SUNCAT Project Officer), Fred Guy (SUNCAT Project 
Manager). Front Row (left to right): Natasha Aburrow-Jones (SUNCAT Project Officer), 

Nicola Osborne (SUNCAT Senior Library Assistant) 

mailto:f.guy@ed.ac.uk
mailto:edina@ed.ac.uk
http://www.suncat.ac.uk/

	Raising the Profile
	****SUNCAT Edinburgh Workshop, September 11th****


