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RAISING THE PROFILE: The Scottish Accountancy 
Trust for Education and Research (SATER) 
 
The SATER Information Service is based at Haymarket in 
Edinburgh. SATER, which was established in 2003, took over 
running the Information Service in June 2005. Before this the 
Information Service was run by SATER’s predecessor - the 
Scottish Accountancy Research Trust (SART). Prior to this the 
Information Service, 
or Library as it was 
then, was run by the 
Institute of the 
Chartered 
Accountants of 
Scotland (ICAS). 
The Information 
Service is still based 
at CA House, the 
ICAS headquarters. 
The various name 
changes have 
confused many users and we still receive calls looking for the 
ICAS Library! We are currently developing our branding which 
we hope will help to resolve this and establish our identity more 
strongly.  
 
SATER is a Scottish Charity – the Scottish Accountancy Trust for 
Education and Research – whose objectives are to promote 
research into, and education of accountancy, finance and 
management together with all subjects in any way related. It 
meets these objectives through:  

• the provision of funding for research projects 
• the publication of research, and 
• the provision of the Information Service.  

 
The Information Service is a free service which is open to all. 
There are two members of staff -myself, the Information Service 
Manager, and my colleague Bridget Bell who is the Information 
Officer. Bridget has amassed a wealth of knowledge in her 
twenty years of experience and is one of the service’s key 
resources! My background is in international relations and 
foreign policy material – a very different area from accountancy. 
 
The Information Service provides information on a range of 
subjects - accountancy, auditing, taxation and related subject 
fields such as company law, insolvency, and management. 
Despite physically being a small library we make good use of 
space with rolling shelves and hold approximately 7,000 books 
and 60 current journals plus archives, CD-ROMs and a number 
of online databases, some of which are aimed specifically at 
accountancy professionals. 
 
Through our links with ICAS we can also provide access to 
material on the history of the accountancy profession in Scotland 
which is held at the National Archives of Scotland. ICAS also has 
a collection of Antiquarian books which are held at the National  

 

library of Scotland. We also have a complete set of the monthly 
ICAS journal CA Magazine (formerly The Accountant’s Magazine) –
back to 1897 when it first started. 
 
We take enquiries by email, phone, or fax, as well as in person and 
we aim to answer them on the same day. There is no charge for any 
of the information provided from the CD-ROMs, online databases or 
the internet but we do not currently provide a photocopying service. 
All use of the online databases and information provided from them 
is subject to licensing agreements. Initially books could only be 
borrowed by members of relevant professional bodies but that has 
recently been extended to any interested person with valid ID and 
proof of address.  
 
Presently many of the users of the 
service are ICAS staff, members 
and students as we are based in 
the ICAS building. However, we 
are currently working to reach more 
academics, researchers and 
students in the field of accountancy 
and related business subjects; 
other organisations in these fields, 
and other libraries and information 
services. The type of enquiry that 
we get currently ranges from practical information such as share 
prices for accountants, to genealogists tracing Scottish accountants 
in their family history. 
 
For further information contact Ellen Peacock, Information Service 
Manager by email at infoservice@scottishaccountancytrust.org.uk or 
see the SATER website at www.scottishaccountancytrust.org.uk

NOTA BENE 

Tucked away behind the shelves of Special Collections in Edinburgh 
University Library is a French and Writing Studies specialist, Charlie 
Mansfield. This summer he comes out of his shell with the 
publication of his first collection of poetry: Europa. The cycle of verse 
tells the story of a British poet arriving in the European city to learn 
the craft of writing. On the way he encounters the languages of 
Europe, from Anglo-Saxon and Latin to contemporary French, 
German and English. The whole structure of the collection is a 
history of verse development in Britain with its influences from the 
continent. 
 

http://www.scottishaccountancytrust.org.uk/
mailto:infoservice@scottishaccountancytrust.org.uk
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l-r: Chris Pinder (Chair of ELISA), Councillor Henderson 
(Member for Culture, Sport &Tourism), Sheila Cannell 

On 16th May, Sheila Cannell, 
Director of Library Services, 
Edinburgh University, was invited 
to speak at the opening of the 
Edinburgh Libraries Fair. I believe 
that her observations will be of 

interest to TACIT readers and Sheila has kindly agreed to the 
text of her speech being reproduced here. 
 

“Librarianship 
is going through 
“interesting”  
times at the 
moment.  The 
presence of 
virtual, digital, 
electronic 
information is 
everywhere.  
Google rules in 
information 
seeking 
behaviour.  
Certainly within 
the University, the 
need for 
traditional libraries is questioned at every turn—“why have a 
library when you can get all the information yo d from the 
web”.    In my darker moments I can become 
about the future of our profession. 
 
However, we have adapted to changing circum
and we will again.  Our purpose has always 
access to information in a trusted environment
roles which we can add to our existing roles, 
underlying role of providing access.  Many of the
carried out in partnership.  We all belong to a 
partnerships, and ELISA  is an important one of
 
These new roles can include: 
 
Providing new innovative spaces in libraries fo
you may know that this library is currently being
the 21st century, and this is one of our main go
place to which people want to come—not just to
but because it is “the place to be”.   Allied to
wider access to all our libraries, an activity 
actively pursuing.   
 
Curating our historical collections to ensure wi
adding to these collections, and perhaps pa
digitising them and using the web to make
something which ELISA is doing, and will alw
done in partnership so that the digital material
multiple places.   
 
Selecting, choosing, negotiating and making av
resources. This must be done in partners
publishers do not win out.  While perhaps
partnerships are at national or sectoral lev
consider this in Edinburgh, or at least ensure th
information 
 
Developing and maintaining digital repositorie
promoting access to more and more information
that many librarians have been in charge of th
of the Freedom of Information legislation in the

have a passion for opening up information.  My own particular 
passion is in promoting Open Access as a new form of scientific 
communication.  One Library can’t do this on its own—it must be 
done in partnership.   
 
Literacy and information literacy—the needs vary from library sector 
to library sector, but we have much to learn from each other in 
partnership, and much to share with our users to give them a better 
information environment 
 
Cultural activities. Here we are in Edinburgh, the city which Unesco 
has designated as the first Unesco City of Literature; indeed as the 
first city in it Creative Cities Alliance.  There are huge opportunities 
for us here within Edinburgh and to reach out to other cities—to 
Glasgow and worldwide.  I hope you will all take a trip to the Scott 
Monument to see Moo Moo Ramotswe, the City of Literature’s cow 
in the Cow Parade.  Maybe we should have had an ELISA cow!  
More seriously, I am very pleased that Anna Burkey from the City of 
Literature has been working with Wendy and others on this day, 
because I think that there are great opportunities for libraries in the 
City of Literature.   
 
A colleague of mine once calculated that there are more books in 
Edinburgh than in Oxford—we are indeed a city built on books with 
many great libraries, but the whole resource is built of all libraries, 
both large and small.  There are opportunities for us to move forward 
to think about the new ways in which information can be used, and 
ELISA has an important part to play in this we work together as 
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library professionals from all the different sectors.  
 
NEWS & EVENTS 
• Next event for SIN ….The Scottish Information Network is 

holding its next seminar on July 3rd, “Usage statistics - 
measuring the value of online resource” Do you keep usage 
statistics for all the electronic resources you subscribe to? Are 
these figures comparable to what the providers of the databases 
says your organisation uses? If not, how will you agree? 
Speakers: Peter Shepherd, Project Director of COUNTER and 
Liz Stevenson, Electronic Resources Librarian at the University 
of Edinburgh. Everyone welcome but please register your 
attendance at this session by e-mailing info@scotinfonet.com.

• For listings and information about any literary happening in 
Edinburgh and further afield sign up to the Edinburgh City of 
Literature e-bulletin (pdf or text) edinburgh@cityofliterature.com
The regular salon evening in May at the Traverse was dedicated 
to thanking the staff of Ottakar’s, and City of Literature was 
supported by the Scottish Publishers Association, the Society of 
Authors in Scotland and Birlinn Ltd. The event was a major 
success, so please put the date of the next night at the Trav in 
your diary: Tuesday 27 June from 6pm. 

• For a comprehensive listing of events and training opportunities 
visit Slainte: Information and Libraries Scotland website. 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendar.cfm

NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
A report on the Edinburgh Libraries Fair is 
forthcoming and I will send this out to everyone 
on the ELISA  mailing. There is life in ELISA 
after the Fair – the ELISA Business Committee 
met on 30th May and is exploring options for 
the sustainability of ELISA. The Staff Development Group is meeting 
on 14th June in the morning and the Access Group is meeting on the 
same day in the afternoon. The e-Content Group meets on 28th 
June. There is a meeting on 27th June at 3.30pm to initiate a new 
Web, Communications and Marketing Group. If you are interested in 
collaborative ventures in this field, please get in touch – we need 
YOU! 

http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendar.cfm
mailto:edinburgh@cityofliterature.com
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