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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH ORGANISING 
EDINBURGH LIBRARIES FAIR 2007! 

On the premise that the more the merrier, I would like to ask for 
more volunteers to help with the organisation of the Edinburgh 
Libraries Fair 2007. This is not an invitation to volunteer for an 
overload of stress and extra work over the coming year, but a 
chance to take part in a very exciting venture with limited effort. 
The organisation will be divided into specific tasks that will be of 
limited duration and could vary in length from half an hour to as 
much time as you can give! Examples of tasks could be: drawing 
up a list of potential exhibitors, drafting invitations, drafting 
feedback forms, identifying potential speakers, identifying 
potential sponsors. If you think you might be interested, please 
contact Wendy wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk .

FROM THE CITY OF LITERATURE E-BULLETIN …
Edinburgh International Book 
Festival opens its doors to 
welcome you from 12 - 28 August. 
Come along to Charlotte Square 
Gardens and be inspired: 550 
authors appear in over 650 events 
- literary illumination at the most 
affordable prices anywhere! 
Check out the website for more 
details and to book tickets: 
http://www.edbookfest.co.uk If 
your love of writing and literature is not limited to August alone, 
you can visit the City of Literature information desk in the 
Bookshop, from Saturday 12 August to Sunday 20 August, from 
11am to 4pm, and get help finding out what’s really going on. 
Find out more about the libraries, book groups, events, projects 
and activities that make up literary Edinburgh all year round.  
 
Also at the Edinburgh International Book Festival - the National 
Library of Scotland Donald Dewar Memorial Lecture 
Brian Taylor, Political Editor, BBC Scotland, gives this year's 
National Library of Scotland Donald Dewar Memorial Lecture. He 
will examine 'Scottish powerplay', looking at who really is in 
charge in Scotland. The event is chaired by journalist Ruth 
Wishart. Wednesday 23 August, 18.30, RBS Main Theatre. 
Tickets: £8 (£6). To book and find out more, visit 
www.edbookfest.co.uk

The Scottish Poetry Library is joining in the fun, find out what’s 
on at http://www.spl.org.uk/events/index.html#2

WORDS: A NEW MAGAZINE FOR 
EDINBURGH’S READERS AND WRITERS 

“Words” magazine has taken the best of creative writing and added 
the reading experience to create one definitive magazine for all 
Edinburgh’s readers and writers. It is published by Edinburgh City 
Libraries & Information Services. Comments, news and reviews can 
be sent to read@edinburgh.gov.uk. Submissions of original 
unpublished material can be sent to 
newedinburghwriting@edinburgh.gov.uk

THE READING MISSION 
Please tell all the young readers 
that you encounter that they are 
invited to accept a mission. The 
Reading Mission is for all potential 
special agents and the mission is to 
read and ENJOY 6 books. They 
can pick up a top secret spy pack at 
their nearest library together with 
books, activities and prizes. The 
Reading Mission runs until Sunday 
3 September and is operated by 
Youth Services ECLIS, tel: 0131 242 8123.  
 
University of Edinburgh, Information Services issues a fortnightly 
newsletter. Find IS Newsletter 16: July 2006 at 
http://www.is.ed.ac.uk/newsletter/newsletter16.html Topics in this 
issue include: The Digital Library Landscape and Trends, Feedback 
and Evaluation 
 
Dictionary of Scottish Architects: a new fully searchable on-line 
database. The Dictionary of Scottish Architects (DSA) is a database 
providing biographical information and job lists for all architects 
known to have worked in Scotland during the period 1840-1940. The 
DSA does not claim to be definitive and it does not make value 
judgements. Its purpose has been to assemble all known published 
data and personal recollections in a searchable form, to eliminate 
the drudgery of blind searches and provide a quick key to further 
research. It is, and hopefully will remain, an ongoing project. 
 
INFORMATION ASSISTANT – PART-TIME,  EDINBURGH 
Salary £2,912 per annum (£7p/h) 
8 hours per week  (preferably 4 hours Tues & Thurs) 
September 2006 – end of June 2007 
 
The Actuarial Profession is seeking an Information Assistant to work 
as part of a small team in its library in central Edinburgh.  The work 
would include processing journals and other stock, processing loans 
and renewals, typing abstracts into the catalogue, and helping the 
librarian with projects and with user/visitor requests and enquiries.  
The ideal candidate would be flexible, meticulous, have a good level 
of literacy, be used to working with databases, be competent in 
Word, and would present a positive image of a professional library 
service.  Experience of library work would be useful. 
For an informal discussion or recruitment pack, please contact:  
annab@actuaries.org.uk or call 020 7632 2122. 
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RAISING THE PROFILE:
ASH Scotland Information Service 
 
Established in 1973, ASH Scotland is Scotland’s leading 
voluntary organisation campaigning for effective tobacco 
control legislation and raising awareness about tobacco 
use and its harmful effects.  
 
The ASH Scotland Information Service is available to 
anyone in Scotland, although we’re often contacted by 
people from elsewhere in the UK and occasionally from 
further afield. We’re open Monday-Friday from 9am-5pm 
and encourage visitors to make an appointment to use the 
Library.  
 
Our users are ASH Scotland staff, health professionals, 
journalists, members of the Parliament and the Scottish 
Executive, policy makers, academic and parliamentary 
researchers, and the general public. 
 
The Information Service is staffed by 2 professionally 
qualified full time members of staff, Jennifer Ross (Senior 
Information Officer) and me, Julia Hurst (Information 
Assistant). I’ve worked here for almost 3 years and 
Jennifer for almost 2. 

 

We offer a free national enquiry service and will attempt to 
answer any question relating to tobacco control and 
smoking. It is surprising how varied these can be, from 
quick queries for smoking rates to requests for in depth 
literature searches and international evidence on issues 
such as pictorial health warnings which can take several 
days to complete. 
 
Unsurprising though, for the past couple of years the most 
common enquiries have been to do with passive smoking 
and smoking in public places. In fact the introduction of 
Scotland’s smoke-free legislation on 26th March led to a 
197% increase in the number of enquiries answered in the 
first four months of 2006 compared to the same period in 
2005 – but we coped and even managed to answer 97.7% 
within our 3 working day service level agreement. 
 
We support the policy work of the organisation by 
providing timely and accurate information for policy papers  

 

and consultation responses. Recently I’ve become more 
involved in producing our evidence based briefing papers and 
last year was a co-author and researcher for the ASH 
Scotland report The Unwelcome Guest.

I spend a lot of my time compiling the ASH Scotland bulletins 
which aim to raise awareness of emerging issues in tobacco 
control. The ASH Scotland Daily and Weekly Bulletins contain 
summaries of news items, parliamentary business and a 
weekly research trawl all relating to tobacco and smoking but 
with a strong Scottish focus.  Both have a strong readership 
and are popular with people outwith Scotland. A monthly 
Library Bulletin contains a listing of new library acquisitions 
and news about the Library. 
 
Our reference library collection consists of over 7000 items all 
relating to smoking and tobacco control. This includes key 
tobacco journals, books, reports, newspaper cuttings and 
some audiovisual materials.  We use a bespoke classification 
scheme to reflect the specialist nature of the collection.  ASH 
Scotland staff have access to the NHS Scotland e-Library, a 
resource that has proved invaluable to us. 
 
One of our major successes over the past year has been the 
development and launch of 
Tobacco Information Scotland
(TIS).  Developed in 
partnership with several other 
organisations such as the 
NHS Scotland e-library and 
NHS Health Scotland, TIS is a 
gateway to relevant and up-
to-date information on 
tobacco that aims to help 
health professionals, 
journalists, academics and the general public.  
 
Information on our services is available in our leaflet, but if 
you’ve got any questions about the ASH Scotland Information 
Service or would like to visit us, please do get in touch. 
 
Julia Hurst, Information Assistant 
ASH Scotland 
jhurst@ashscotland.org.uk
ASH Scotland http://www.ashscotland.org.uk
Tobacco Information Scotland  
http://www.tobaccoinscotland.org.uk

Jennifer Ross and Julia Hurst 
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