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NEWS AND EVENTS 
World Book Day is on Thursday 2nd 
March 2006. Find out what is happening 
in Edinburgh through the Edinburgh City 
Library & Information Service  
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries/events/events.html#world
and the National Library of Scotland 
http://www.nls.uk/news/index.html#6
The ELISA Communications Working Group is planning to have 
a poster ready for display on this day to publicise ELISA under 
the banner “The Libraries of Edinburgh – a wonderful collection” . 
Please contact Wendy wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk to reserve 
your copy.  
 
The ELISA website has recently had a large injection of up to 
date content. This includes past minutes with a note of the main 
business, archived copies of TACIT, and pages covering the 
business of the ELISA management committees. Please note 
that the ELISA Web Group is currently thrashing out a web site 
development plan for ELISA and the Group is addressing the 
funding issues to make this development happen.   
 
ELISA must acknowledge the contribution made by Edinburgh 
University Library, Museums and Galleries Service in hosting the 
site, and more particularly to Greig Christie, Information Systems 
Developer, Digital Library in the Information Systems team who 
has single-handedly maintained the site and interpreted the 
wishes of the ELISA Web Group. This has been achieved with 
virtually no time allocation – so a big thank you to Greig! 
 
Volunteers are wanted to help organise the Edinburgh Libraries 
Fair on May 16th. Time commitments will be very small as the 
tasks in hand have been divided into manageable chunks. If you 
would like a chance to “think out of the box” for the sake of 
libraries and information, please get in touch with 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk.

NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
On the 28th February, the Business Committee 
and ELISA Working Group Convenors are 
getting together to layout the main outline of the 
ELISA Business Plan for future development. A draft will then be 
presented to the Full Committee for discussion and approval.  
 
I plan to be in touch with all Edinburgh-based libraries and 
information services regarding the ELISA subscription scheme 
by the end of February.   
 
Special thanks to Graham Hardy at the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Library, Lynsey Muir RBGE Photographer, Ken Smyth and Kevin 
McLean of City of Edinburgh Council Design Department for a 
couple of enjoyable trips to create an image for the forthcoming 
ELISA poster - little bit piece of summer colour in the February 
grey. 

RAISING THE PROFILE 
The Library of the French Institute 
 
The French Institute was founded in Edinburgh exactly 60 years ago, 
in 1946,  to promote French language and culture. It is now a well 
established Scottish institution. It belongs to a large network of 
French Government cultural establishments throughout the world. 
 
Apart from hosting its own regular exhibitions in the gallery and 
organizing talks and screenings of documentary films, the Institut 
Français d’Ecosse collaborates with Scottish cultural organizations 
in co-hosting exhibitions, theatre, cinema, concerts, conferences and 
lectures. A brochure of cultural events is issued quarterly. 
 
Classes in French language and culture are offered to both groups 
and to individuals by native French speakers.  Tuition is also given in 
the workplace. The French Institute is the only official French 
Government learning centre in Scotland. 
 
The Institute’s Education Department works with schools, further 
education institutions and universities, and is involved, together with 
the British Council, in the training of the French language assistants 
who spend a year in Scottish schools and of the Scottish language 
assistants who are allocated to French schools. 
 

The Library 

Ever since the Institute began in 1946, the library, on the ground 
floor, has opened its doors to all. Easily accessible, all on one level, 
it is housed in two recently renovated rooms with lovely views onto 
Randolph Crescent at the front and over the Dean Valley at the 
back. 
 
I have been in charge of the library for nearly 30 years and have 
witnessed quite a few changes in the nature of the work we do and 
the expectations of the public.  
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T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 
There are around 1400 members of the library, many of whom I 
have  known for nearly 3 decades and have become friends. The 
members range from Film Studies students to members of the 
general public, school children and quite a few babies also. You 
never start too soon learning a language! The common link 
between all is an interest in keeping up with the French language 
and culture. The moment you come through the door, you are in 
a little piece of French-speaking France, though you are 
welcome to speak English. 
 
Together with my colleague Pascale Scott, we take care of all 
the usual tasks involved in library work. Working in such a small 
library involves a fair amount of “multitasking” as well as a fusion 
of public and administrative work. Luckily, our public is very 
patient. 

Responding to public demand, we have been developing our 
multimedia collections, particularly DVDs of French films and 
CDs of Popular music reflecting France’s multicultural diversity. 
We also offer a large selection of books on aspects of 
contemporary France, along with language learning aids and 
books in “easy” French. Younger users, along with parents and 
teachers, are especially welcome to use the expanding children’s 
library. 
 
A selection of 60 newspapers and magazines on a wide range of 
topics is available. A collective list of periodicals kept in 3 
libraries of the French network in Great-Britain (London, Oxford 
and Edinburgh) is available for consultation. Interlibrary loan is 
possible. 
 
In order to bring our collection to a wider public by making it 
more visible, 
I would be keen in future to develop work in partnership with 
other libraries in the Scottish network. Hopefully, this will become 
easier later this year when our catalogue finally becomes 
available online! 
 
Access to the library and consultation on the premises are free of 
charge and open to all. 
 
To borrow you must be a paid-up member of the Institute or be 
attending one of our courses. 
 
To find out more, please contact us: 
Anne-Marie Usher, Librarian: Tel. 0131 225 5366  
library@ifecosse.org.uk http://www.ifecosse.org.uk

NOTA BENE 

On the 8th February the Scottish Further Education Unit (SFEU) 
Librarians’ Community of Practice held their annual conference. The 
title of the conference was  “There is art in partnership” and the aim 
was to promote best practice in partnership working. There was a 
range of speakers all involved in successful library partnerships and 
I was pleased to be able to speak about the partnership working in 
ELISA.  
 
Whilst the event was targeted at practitioners in one sector that is, 
further education, I was very interested to hear about the wide range 
of partnerships that have been formed to provide practical 
improvements and positive developments in services for the end 
user.  I have therefore provided some links below for follow up.  
 
Ivor Lloyd, University of Abertay (incoming CILIPS President for 
2006) gave the key note address on the benefits of partnership 
working. He gave examples from his direct experience: 
TAFLIN – a directory of library and information services and training 
programme http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/taflin/main.htm
Smartcards http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/discoverycard/index.html
Voyager (a library technology partnership)  
http://www.slainte.org.uk/publications/serials/infoscot/vol2(4)/vol2(4)
article3.html
Information Literacy in schools  
http://iserv.abertay.ac.uk/informationstrategy_i/plan_summary.htm

Iain McLean and Peter McGregor from Careers Scotland, and Jane 
Campbell from  the Careers Information Point Project, talked about 
the partnerships involved with getting Careers Information Points to 
the most effective places.  
http://www.slainte.org.uk/news/Archive/0512/careers.htm

Julia Fotheringham, SFEU highlighted the importance of designing 
learning resources that reflect a deep understanding of how students 
learn.  She touched on the work of Mark Prensky in e-pedagogy, 
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/ictineducation/connected/connected10/b
yteback/usetheirtools.asp and the student centred partnership 
between Lauder College, Telford College and Napier University. 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/sfc_tsep.html This approach to learning will 
have core implications to the library and information services.  
 
Cleo Jones, Manager of Information & Learning Resources, City of 
Edinburgh Council; Anne Inglis, Library Resource Centre Co-
ordinator, James Gillespie High School; Eileen Schroeder, Associate 
Professor, University of Whitewater Wisconsin, covered the subject 
of information literacy. The main focus of their current work is in 
schools but a key message seemed to be the crucial role that 
librarians have in raising the standards of information literacy in all 
arenas. Cleo.Jones@educ.edin.gov.uk

Jean Priestly, Learning Resources Manager of the Adam Smith 
College described the partnership approach to the merger between 
Fife College and Glenrothes College to form the Adam Smith 
College in August 2005. http://www.adamsmithcollege.ac.uk/

Linda Hartley, Librarian from West Lothian College explained how 
the on-going partnership between the college library and the West 
Lothian public library service operates. In this partnership, the 
College Library operates as a branch of the public library service 
whilst still continuing to offer a specialist library service for the 
college students. http://www.west-lothian.ac.uk/home.asp
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