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NEWS AND EVENTS 

Documentary exhibition : Saint-John Perse  
Tuesday 7 March to Friday 7 April at the French 
Institute. There are very few examples in French literature 
of writers whose life and work have been as deeply 
harmonious as the life of diplomat Alexis Leger and the 
work of the poet Saint-John Perse. The long life of Alexis 
Leger (1887 to 1975) coincides with a period in history 
fraught with dramatic events, and thus this exhibition 
carries your imagination towards France in her between-
wars torment, faced with economic crises, enormous 
political upheaval and with the vain efforts for peace, 
including those attempts by Alexis Leger... Admission is 
free. Tel.: 0131 225 5366 library@ifecosse.org.uk

SIN (Scottish Information Network) 
http://www.scotinfonet.com/calendar/060320.htm will hold 
its second AGM at 6pm on Monday 20 March at National 
Library of Scotland. Following the AGM, we will be holding 
a seminar looking at “ Managing web sites to meet end 
user needs” with Steve McGowan, Senior Executive at 
TalentScotland & E-Networks, International Operations, 
Scottish Enterprise and Claire Innes from the Royal Bank 
of Scotland Group. This will be followed by drinks and 
buffet and a chance to network with SINners. If you would 
like to attend this event, please contact Claire Innes 
claire.innes@rbs.co.uk

Photographs recording the diversity of Scottish Asian 
communities are on show at the National Library of 
Scotland's new exhibition “The New Scots”. Chef, 
Edinburgh restaurant-owner and photographer Herman 
Rodrigues has been capturing Asian cultures and history 
in images since he arrived in Scotland from India 16 years 
ago. The New Scots exhibition uses 50 of his photographs 
to explore prominent themes of modern Asian life. The 
New Scots is free and runs until 22 May. 
 
Remember the next City of Literature salon 28th March.
Rumour has it that ELISA was a topic of conversation last 
month – librarians are at large! For the City of Literature e-
bulletin contact anna@cityofliterature.com

Come along to the DIG-IT! seminar to hear about 
Education Media Online from Peigi Mackillop and about 
the BBC Creative Archive from Nicola Smyth. The 
seminar starts at 14:00 on Thursday March 23rd, and is 
FREE to everyone. For further details see : 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/mmits/agm.htm

RAISING THE PROFILE 
ROYAL HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN LIBRARY 

The Library was set up in 
1996 by the then RHSC 
Healthcare Trust and became 
part of Edinburgh University 
Library a short time later. 
Funding for the new library 
was generously provided by 
the Sick Kids Friends 
Foundation, to mark the 
centenary of the opening in 
1895 of the Sciennes Road 
building. Prior to its 
refurbishment, the space 
which the Library now 
occupies was the hospital’s 
original operating theatre. Its 
first surgeon, Dr Joseph Bell, 
was a teacher of Arthur Conan Doyle and the generally 
acknowledged inspiration for his most famous creation, 
Sherlock Holmes.  
 
The contents of the McNeil Library of the University’s 
Department of Child Life formed the basis of the new facility, 
whose collections, considerably enhanced over the past ten 
years, now amount to around 4000 books and forty current 
journals. Good computer provision completes the picture. The 
Library’s location, easily accessible in the heart of the main 
hospital building, greatly encourages use by staff across the 
range of health care professions at the Sick Children’s.  
 
I have been in post here for six years and am the sole 
member of staff, with responsibility for the day to day running 
of the Library and ensuring that an efficient service is 
delivered to all users. I maintain close links with colleagues in 
Edinburgh University Library and in the University Department 
of Child Life and Health, which supervises the paediatric 

teaching of 
Edinburgh’s 

medics. The 
Library’s overall 

development 
strategy is 
informed by the 
regular meetings 
of an enthusiastic 
and dedicated 

committee, 
comprising the 
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RHSC Librarian, the University’s Medical Librarian and 
assorted hospital professionals.  
 
The regime here at RHSC, although necessarily operating 
within University Library regulations, is nevertheless a 
fairly relaxed one, while aiming to be both adaptable and 
responsive to the diverse needs and busy schedules of its 
various user groups. However, training is readily provided 
to all who need it, in the Library or in the trainee’s office or 
department, as preferred. Mindful of the full schedules of 
many of the users, I also frequently undertake literature 
searches and am also more than happy to take on other 
time-consuming information retrieval exercises for busy 
colleagues. A dedicated newsletter, The Mercury, ensures 
the high profile of the Library in the hospital and enables 
me to maintain an ongoing dialogue with users, thereby 
ensuring that resources and services continue to meet 
their needs. 
 
Full access to the RHSC Library is necessarily restricted 
to hospital staff and medical students on placement in the 

hospital, but others 
may be admitted 
for consultation 
purposes at the 
discretion of and/or 
prior arrangement 
with the Librarian. 
Visits from fellow 
professions are 
always welcome, 
so do feel free to 
get in touch! 

 
Anne Donnelly, Librarian 
Royal Hospital for Sick Children 
Anne.Donnelly@ed.ac.uk
http://www.lib.ed.ac.uk/sites/sickkids.shtml

NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
• Representatives of library 

services have been asked to 
complete a questionnaire 
regarding the implementation of 
the Edinburgh Libraries Passport.  

• Organisation for the Edinburgh Libraries Fair (16th 
May) is in full swing.  

• The ELISA Action Plan outlining a three year plan for 
the development of ELISA is being prepared and will 
be discussed at the next ELISA Full Committee 
meeting on 18th April.   

• A web-based questionnaire is being designed by the 
e-Content Working Group to ask all ELISA members 
for input with the design and function of the ELISA 
digital collections portal.  

• Promotional activities: libraries have been invited to 
take part in Doors Open Day; ELISA posters are 
available; press release templates are being prepared.  

• New members always welcome for ELISA Working 
Groups. For any queries about the above, please 
contact wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

NOTA BENE 
WORLD BOOK DAY (AND THE LIBRARY WORLD TOUR)

World Book Day is a celebration of 
books and reading, culture and 
internationalism.  It is a reflection of the 
raison d’etre for the existence of 
libraries, a context by which to celebrate 
the distinguished legacy of the service 
and an opportunity to explore it’s future 
potential. 
 
In Central Library it was decided that this year we would mark 
the day by exploring that future potential with an invited group 
of P6 children from Royal Mile Primary School. Whilst 
children frequent the Children's Library they are rarely seen or 
heard in any of the other six public departments - a 
regrettable situation and more a sin of omission than a 
deliberate plot to ‘keep them out’. Thus it was on Thursday 
2nd March that Library Assistant Mavis Doig and myself 
welcomed seventeen unsuspecting children plus a teacher 
and Classroom Assistant to Central Lending.  Stories were 
read; materials explored; the library world tour had begun. 
 
In a frantic hour and a half Library Officers greeted the 
children in the Scottish, Edinburgh Room, Fine Art, 
Reference, Music and Children's libraries.  They were shown 
everything from rare books to microfilm readers, told how 
each department worked and what materials they stocked 
and made welcome in an environment they would previously 
have found daunting or wholly inaccessible. 
 
The children were animated and interested throughout and 
the teachers expressed their delight at how things had gone.  
It was explained that, as child members, they had no 
borrowing rights for any of the material they were shown yet 
the kids did not hold it against us or the service and vowed to 
come back armed with parents and/or carers who could 
access material on their behalf. 
 
Evaluating such a visit is always difficult - it was certainly a 
unique experience for library staff and children alike and a 
marker for future activity.  Beyond that it was pointed out by 
their teacher that a boy whose reading skills were minimal 
dived into books with the best of them and a girl who rarely 
smiled smiled throughout and asked questions in every 
department.  Not much else matters. 
 
John McClelland, Trainee Library Officer 
Central Lending, Edinburgh City Libraries and Information 
Services 
 

Two national teams in football friendly!  
National Library of Scotland v National 
Trust for Scotland, 21 March 7pm at 
Peffermill Playing Fields.  Spectators 
are welcome and anyone with a team 
looking for a game are invited to e-mail 
Rachel Edwards at r.edwards@nls.uk .
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