
August 17th, 2005

NEWS & 
(for your p

The Edinburg
number of ex
months. Amo
be held in the
Institute. On 
opening of th
Contact the E
Tel: 0131 22

The Scottish
coincide with
glorious and
www.edbook
www.spl.org
or telephone:

The Dictiona
definitive res
end of Augus
which brings
available onl
For more inf
resources ple
mail@sldl.or

The Music a
an exhibition
material borr
31st August. 

Attention all
magazine wa
Please contac

TALKING
What is occu
you develop
giving you h
is an invitati
the board a
information, 
and informa
ELISA webs
instructions t
T A C I T
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EVENTS TO PUBLICISE
ublic at large)

h UNESCO City of Literature (EUCL) has a
citing programmes planned for the next few
ngst these are the Writing Europe Conference to
 Traverse Theatre in association with the Goethe
Armistice Day in November, there will be the
e Craiglockhart War Poets Centre.
dinburgh UNESCO City of Literature,

9 9494

 Poetry Library has planned a number of events to
 the Edinburgh Festivals. Poetry, readings, grisly,
 special. Visit the Edinburgh Book Festival site
fest.co.uk and the Scottish Poetry Library website
.uk/events/index.html
 0131 557 2876

ry of the Scots Language is the free online
ource on Scots language. Keep an eye out at the
t 2005 for the addition of the New Supplement,
 the record of Scots to the 21st century. It is
ine at http://www.dsl.ac.uk
ormation on DSL and other Scots language
ase contact Scottish Language Dictionaries:
g.uk

nd Audio Library on George IV Bridge is staging
 of collages by Myer Lacome, all inspired by
owed from the Library. The exhibition runs until
Tel: 0131 242 8050

 new and emerging writers, Green Shoots
nts to hear from you – poetry, verse and prose.
t community.information@edinburgh.gov.uk .

 POINTS
pying your mind at the moment? What ideas are

ing? What challenges are you meeting? What is
eadaches? No – this is not a new agony column. It
on to contribute to the ELISA message board. Use
s a forum to sound out your ideas, ask for
share news with other people working in libraries
tion within the city. It’s very easy – go to the
ite and visit the ELISA Forum, follow the simple
o register and start a new conversation.
RAISING THE PROFILE

The Scottish Poetry Library provides a national
resource for the enriching art of poetry, particularly Scottish
poetry, making it accessible to the public through its unique
collection and wide range of activities.  We provide an
information and resource centre for poetry, based on the
collection, catalogue and Library website; thus encouraging
increased study and awareness of Scottish poets and poetry
in particular, within Scotland and abroad.

A current exhibition showcases part of a unique
SPL collection, while celebrating links between two “grand
old men” of Scottish poetry.  In conjunction with the
Ingleby Gallery, and until October, the SPL is displaying
early prints from Ian Hamilton Finlay’s Wild Hawthorn
Press.  These are a selection from a larger collection of
prints now in the SPL’s possession, given remarkable
provenance as Edwin Morgan was donor.  The SPL Finlay
collection is further enriched by the inclusion of a varied
selection of his printed material, again belonging to Edwin
Morgan, and dating from the 1960s to the present.

These Finlay collections, which the SPL is
beginning to identify and catalogue, were donated alongside
a comprehensively collected archive of Edwin Morgan
material.  This marvellous resource, deposited with the SPL
with a view to future purchase, includes published and
unpublished works, audio recordings, newspaper and
magazine cuttings.  This archive will constitute an
invaluable resource for Morgan scholars, a resource the SPL
will make accessible, enhancing the available materials on
this consistently inventive poet.
The deposit of such collections, while welcomed and
appropriate to our stated aims, necessitates the resolving of
particular issues; how best can we balance the preservation
of these fascinating, and (in)valuable, items while making
them accessible, and how do we appropriately store and
catalogue such ephemera.  It is through considered planning,
and appropriate collaboration and consultation, that these
issues will ultimately be addressed.

The Scottish
Poetry
Library
Iain Young
Librarian
Scottish Poetry Library
www.spl.org.uk
e l i s a
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RAISING THE PROFILE

My name is Catherine Garrod and I am the Senior Information
Worker for Grapevine, a disability information service provided
by The Lothian Centre for Integrated Living.  The Lothian
Centre for Integrated Living is a user-led disability organisation
which supports disabled people to live independently in the
community of their choice.

The information service receives enquiries on a wide range of
disability issues including welfare benefits, accessible transport,
equipment; community care services, housing, adaptations,
accessible holidays, leisure, education and employment.

My role is to manage the information service and a specialist
library containing local and national information for disabled
people.  On a day to day basis I am responsible for providing
information and advice to service users and supervising a small
staff team.

As an organisation we are continually reviewing own service
provision and consulting with services users to ensure that the
service is both user-led and is accessible. We are presently in
the process of developing procedures in line with the national
standards for providing accessible information to disabled
people, set by the Scottish Accessible Information Forum
www.saifscotland.org.uk   This involves implementing basic
procedures to ensure that our premises are fully wheelchair
accessible; that information is available in a range of different
formats and is accessible, accurate and up to date.

On an ongoing basis, we actively promote good practice in
information provision by working closely with other voluntary
organisations and statutory services.  It is for this reason that I
joined the ELISA Access Working Group.  One of the group’s
main objectives is to work towards accessible and inclusive
library services that provide physical and/or intellectual access
for everyone wherever possible at the point of need.

If you would like more information about our services or about
improving access for disabled people then contact:

Grapevine Tel 0131 475 2370
Textphone 0131 475 2463
Email grapevine@lothiancil.demon.co.uk
Website www.lothiancil.org.uk

MATTERS OF PROFESSIONAL PRIDE

Edinburgh is celebrating five years of Bookstart, the scheme run
through the City Libraries which aims to introduce every baby
in the city to the pleasures and benefits of books. Since its
inception in 2000 Bookstart Edinburgh has worked with health
visitors to present over 20,000 book bags to babies and over
5,000 book bags to toddlers. Encouraged by the enthusiasm
with which their babies embrace books, more parents across the
city are sharing books with their babies more frequently and
more confidently. Wendy Cooling, initiator of the scheme,
recently celebrated Bookstart Edinburgh's 5th birthday with
over 60 delegates from the health, library, book and early years
sectors, leaving them with renewed awareness of the value of
early book sharing for children's learning - and enthusiastic to
build on the scheme over the next five years.
www.bookstart.co.uk           www.edinburgh.gov.uk/bookstart

       

NEWS FROM THE CABIN
Returning after my summer leave to the cabin under George IV
Bridge, my work for ELISA continues to be varied and
stimulating. I have met people from the Scottish Museums
Council and the Scottish Executive to spread the word about
ELISA. There is an ELISA Business Committee meeting week

th

Grapevine, Lothian Disability
Information Service

ELISA WORKING GROUPS
The whole functionality and success of ELISA

revolves around the practical projects being developed by the
ELISA Working Groups. There are five working groups at
present that focus on key issues of current concern, these
include: access, staff development, communications, e-content,
and web development. For a description of the Groups’ remits
and a record of the business in hand, please see the respective
web pages on the ELISA website.

Group members are individuals who are committed to co-
operative and collaborative working to the benefit of their
particular public. They work at all levels of library work as
different kinds of contribution are crucial at different phases of
a project. At present, there are 48 Working Group members
representing 29 institutions. The Groups tend to meet once
every two months and concentrate on developing collaborative
practical projects that will match members’ core activities.
Current projects include:
• The Edinburgh Library Passport
• An online catalogue of digitally accessible special

collections
• City wide support for the Chartership framework
• Development and promotion of the ELISA website,

including the Edinburgh Libraries Guide.
Can you afford not to be part of it?
e l i s a
edinburgh libraries & information services agency
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 beginning 15  August – high on the agenda are funding issues.
Wendy
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