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NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
Welcome to the first issue of 
TACIT for 2007. Throughout 
this year there will be a wide 
range of high profile events 
happening in the city all 
featuring libraries. These will 
include the One Book, One 
Edinburgh reading campaign 
running throughout February 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-
on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20&item=218 , the Festival of Scottish 
Writing May 12 – 28th christine.chambers@edinburgh.gov.uk , 
and the opening of the John Murray Archive permanent 
exhibition May/June http://www.nls.uk/jma/index.html . And under 
ELISA auspices, we will have the launch of the Edinburgh 
Libraries Passport on 1st March 2007, the ELISA Open Day in 
May/June, and the Edinburgh Libraries Fair (working title) on 
Saturday October 6th. ELISA members have a great opportunity 
to make sure that by the end of 2007 a greater number of the 
population of Edinburgh know about libraries and what they can 
offer!  
 
The Edinburgh Libraries Passport is being launched on 1st 
March 2007, this being World Book Day. The launch will also 
provide a fitting finale to the Kidnapped (One Book, One 
Edinburgh) campaign organised by the City of Literature Trust 
with whom we are working in association.  

 

 

Anyone who is a 
member of a library 
participating in the 
Passport scheme 
can apply for the 
Passport. There is 
a simple one page 
application form to 
complete and 
library staff will be 
asked to check the 
applicant is a bona 

fide library user with good “credit”. The passport will be allocated 
a unique number and the applicant asked to sign. The passport 
is valid for one year and will only provide reference access to 
other libraries that are participating in the scheme. An Edinburgh 
Libraries Passport holder will be aware that they should abide by 
the regulations of the libraries they are visiting and whose 
facilities they are using, as these might differ from those of the 
“home” library.  
 
The Passport scheme will achieve two main aims: 

1. It will allow library users easier access to a wide range 
of resources across the city by cutting out one stage of 
bureaucracy.  

2. It will make a wider range of Edinburgh citizens aware 
of the library resources available in the city. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 20 library and information services participating providing 
a marvellous range of resources for holders of the Passport. Further 
information and staff guidelines will be distributed in February. If you 
would like to know more please contact the Convenor of the ELISA 
Access Working Group Janice Mcfarlane j.mcfarlane@nls.uk  
 
The ELISA Open Day is being planned for a day in May/June. This 
will take the format of seminars, discussion groups and networking 
opportunities. The Day will focus on the repertoire of skills needed 
by the LIS profession in the 21st century. If you have any 
suggestions for a specific topic that you would like to hear about, 
please get in touch by the end of January. Any ideas and comments 
will be most useful in drawing up a short list for discussion topics.  
 
Organisation for the Edinburgh Libraries Fair will now step up a 
gear as the people who have generously offered to give some time 
and thought to organising aspects of the Fair will begin to put plans 
into action. If you have any suggestions on the following, please do 
get in touch: 

• Organisations to approach for sponsorship 
• Subjects for talks of interest to the general public, with 

some ideas of speakers 
• Names of services who might be interested in exhibiting 

(those that attended in 2006 will automatically be invited 
this year).  

• Ideas on how to market the event to the general public 
* * * * * * * 

Edinburgh is being flooded with 25,000 free copies of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Kidnapped in February through libraries and schools, 
with a month of tie-in events planned. One Book - One Edinburgh 
aims to get as many Edinburgh citizens as possible reading this 
exciting adventure story. The campaign is supported by more than 
30 partner organisations from across the city. 

The three editions, the classic paperback, the simplified 
retold edition for younger readers and the specially commissioned 
graphic novel ensure that there’s an edition to suit every type of 
reader. Pick up your free copy from your local library from 1 
February 2007 while stocks last! Find out about the events, the 
editions and much more at www.cityofliterature.com  

* * * * * * * 
The 2007 SPA Training Brochure will be available soon, but in the 
meantime most of the 2007 courses are now available to view and 
book online at http://www.scottishbooks.org/training – details of more 
courses will be added over the next few weeks. 
Forthcoming courses: Basic Proofreading – 22nd February; 
Advanced Proofreading 23rd February; Editorical Project 
Management – 8th March; Copywriting – 23rd April.  
To book a place on any of the courses visit our website, contact 
katherine.naish@scottishbooks.org , or phone 0131 228 6866.  

* * * * * * * 
For events in Edinburgh see the City of Literature website 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20  
 
For events listing nationwide see the Slainte website: 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendarsummary.cfm  
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RAISING THE PROFILE:  
Edinburgh College of Art - Progress towards a new library 

 
Edinburgh College of Art is currently undertaking a major estates 
development which will have at its centre a new library and 
information resource centre designed to reflect current thinking in 
the provision of learning resources in higher education. 
 
The College’s central campus in Lauriston Place has grown up 
around the original College building which celebrates its 
centenary this year. However, over the years a number of 
outlying facilities have become established, at Inverleith, the 
Grassmarket, and the West Port. More recently, the College’s 
estates strategy has come to envisage the concentration of 
activities on the Lauriston Place campus and the disposal of 
these outlying buildings. This strategy led, in early 2006, to the 
acquisition of Evolution House, the award-winning office 
development at the corner of Lady Lawson Street and the West 
Port, adjacent to the Lauriston Place campus. 
 
From the early stages, a substantial part of the space available 
at Evolution House was earmarked for the creation of a single 
College Library from the two existing branches at Lauriston Place 
and the Grassmarket. Subdivision of resources has historically 
been the major weakness of the College’s library provision and 
consolidation on a single site has long been an aspiration – not 
just for efficiency’s sake, but to encourage interdisciplinary 
thinking and the browsing and connection-making which is so 
important for the visual arts and design. 
 
Planning the new space presented interesting challenges, not 
least in the change of use from office to educational purposes. 
Library staff have been fortunate to work with a team from the 
architects Reiach & Hall, the original designers of the building. 
The intention has been to create an environment which will offer 
a variety of learning spaces and which will allow the use of 
printed, digital and visual information resources together in the 
same milieu. 
 
The new library will itself form part of a wider Learning Zone 
which will include further informal study areas, a café, and 
teaching spaces. The area will be wireless networked and 
laptops will be available from the issue desk for use throughout 
the building. 
 
The timetable for these developments was set by the acquisition 
and commissioning of Evolution House, and the pace of events 
has been hectic. Detailed space planning and design could only 

get under way when the purchase of the new building was 
completed in March 2006. As part of the reshaping of the College 
estate, the Grassmarket Library closed to users in June, and over 
the summer the library service worked an online order system for 
retrieval of material from the Grassmarket and its delivery to 
Lauriston Place. The first part of the move proper, consolidating the 
book stock of both libraries –a total of 65,000 volumes - on about a 
kilometre of Forster Ecospace shelving in the ground floor of 
Evolution House, was carried out in September, just in time for the 
beginning of the new session. 

Before … After … 

 
For the first part of the academic year the College library has as a 
result still been running on two sites, although in a different 
configuration: with books now at Evolution House, and audiovisual 
and journal collections at Lauriston Place. While this arrangement 
has maintained services, it represents a temporary expedient which 
has put considerable strain on library staff and resources. 
 
In the meantime however, design and fitout of the rest of the new 
library has continued apace and is now nearing completion; and, a 
bare 10 months from the start of the process, College library staff 
are contemplating the final moves and preparing to get the new 
premises up and running. The result will be a major enhancement in 
services to the College community and to Edinburgh’s art library 
facilities. 
 

Wilson Smith, Principal Librarian, Edinburgh College of Art 
phone/fax: 0131 221 6033  w.smith@eca.ac.uk   

http://www.lib.eca.ac.uk
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