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NEWS FROM THE CABIN  
 
I am looking forward to 2006 as 
another year as ELISA Development 
Officer. It is a privilege to have a job 
with such a variety of activities, with such a positive remit, and 
associated with such exciting projects.  The Access Group will be 
piloting the first Edinburgh Libraries Passport; the e-Content 
Group will be developing a portal for digitally accessible 
collections together with the City of Literature; the 
Communications Group are working on a raft of promotional 
material and events; the Staff Development Group have an 
interesting programme of visits as well as supporting the 
Chartership process in the City; the Web Group is working 
towards the development of the ELISA web site as a hub for all 
this activity. 
 
Over the coming year, developing ELISA as a sustainable entity 
is a priority. As part of this process, the Business Committee are 
drafting a Business Plan and we will also be applying the pilot 
subscription scheme in the next couple of months. Finding funds 
will make or break certain aspects of ELISA but the intention is to 
create robust frameworks for different eventualities so that the 
past and current achievements can be built upon.  
 
TACIT will continue but I propose to feature one service in each 
issue per fortnight allowing for a little more detail. The current 
ELISA web site needs my attention for comprehensive updating 
and this will be undertaken over January.  
 
One of my many New Year’s resolutions is: must get out more – 
to more libraries! You can hold me to it.  
 
NEWS & EVENTS 
 
Michael Buck, Librarian of the United Library reports that the 
Library has now closed. Some stock goes to another College in 
Glasgow the remainder is in storage. enquiries about the Library 
should be addressed to tisec@scotland.anglican.org . This is a 
sad eventuality but we wish Michael all best wishes for his 
retirement.  
 
Obviously the New Year heralds many interesting new 
programmes and 2006 is no exception. I would like to draw your 
attention to the Scottish Information Network seminars: 
http://www.scotinfonet.com/calendar.htm  
 
The Community Information Bulletin from Edinburgh City Council 
that has news of festivals and events throughout the City.  
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/CEC/Recreation/Libraries/Co
mmunity_Information_Bulletin/Bulletin.html 
 
Summary of SLIC/CILIPS organised event in December on 
bidding for funds and resources. 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/CILIPS/cpd/bidding.htm  

 
 
 
 
 
RAISING THE PROFILE 
The Writers’ Museum 
 
One of twelve buildings 
administered by the 
Museums and Arts Division 
of the Culture and Leisure 
Department of the City of 
Edinburgh Council, The 
Writers’ Museum is dedicated to the lives and achievements of 
Scottish writers – in particular, Robert Burns (1759-1796), Sir Walter 
Scott (1771-1832) and Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894).  
Located in the 17th century Lady Stair’s House, just off the 
Lawnmarket, the Museum displays a rich collection of manuscripts, 
first editions and portraits complemented by a series of personal 
exhibits including Burns’ writing desk, Scott’s chessboard and dining 
table, and the Ballantyne Press on which the Waverley novels were 
originally printed. The Stevenson collection is of international 
significance. Other prominent writers, including contemporary 
authors, are featured in the Museum’s temporary exhibition 
programme. The current exhibition, The Whole Hogg: the life and 
writing of James Hogg, runs until 26th March 2006. 
 
The mission statement of the City of Edinburgh Museums and 
Galleries is to “safeguard, interpret, make accessible and develop 
the collections and buildings in its care, for the inspiration, learning 
and enjoyment of Edinburgh residents and visitors to the City”. My 
role as curator is to promote the building and the writers, plan 
temporary exhibitions, maintain records and answer enquiries from 
researchers, publishers and members of the public. 
 
Currently, our records are being transferred to computer, and while 
this is a time consuming task, it is also an opportunity to bring 
together many different sources. Two SCRAN Projects have helped 
with this task – one which covers 50 treasures of the museum and 
the other which shows a selection of 100 photographs from the 
Robert Louis Stevenson photo albums, many of which are unknown 
to the general public.  
 
We also have a small collection relating to George Meikle Kemp. 
This includes drawings and sketches made for several buildings 
such as Melrose Abbey, which so influenced Kemp in his design for 
the Scott Monument. 
 
While Museums tend to care for objects and libraries for books, 
there is an obvious overlap between the services. Where relevant to 
their collections, museums acquire books, manuscripts and other 
papers, and photographs. The Writers’ Museum has close links with 
the City Libraries, National Library of Scotland, Scottish Poetry 
Library etc. We acquire some books as they are published (usually 
via publishers who have reproduced photographs from the 
collections) but not every book, and often it is easier to refer an 
enquiry to a library colleague, because we know that the information 
required is more easily accessible. 
 
Due to the relocation of staff, two rooms have been made available 
in The Writers’ Museum: one, being used as the new office for 
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Makars’ Court 

 
Commemorative stone for Naomi 

Mitchison, one of the few women writers 
represented in the Makars’ Court. 

 
Elaine Greig (on the right) accepting a 

donation for the Writers’ Museum  

Scottish PEN; the other, a multi-purpose space for readings, 
workshops, children’s activities, exhibition launches, small 
receptions etc. This room is available for hire to groups for a 
small fee. 
 
The Writers’ Museum is open all year Monday to Saturday 1000 
to 1700hrs, and on Sundays 1200 to 1700 (during Edinburgh 
Festival only, at present). 
 
MAKARS ’ COURT 
A literary 
commemoration in 
stone 
 
Adjacent to the Writers’ 
Museum is the Makars’ 
Court which takes its 
name from the Scots 
word for a poet. This 
ongoing project to celebrate the lives and works of Scottish 
writers was conceived in 1997, growing out of a desire to 
broaden the remit of The Writers’ Museum and coinciding with 
the International Conference of PEN (Poets, Essayists and 
Novelists) which was being held in Edinburgh that summer.  
 
Inscribed commemorative flagstones, set into the footpath 
between the Lawnmarket and The Mound, celebrate Scottish 
writers from the 14th century John Barbour to writers who have 
died more recently, such as Naomi Mitchison and Nigel Tranter. 
The project was designed and implemented by Carter McGlynn, 
Landscape Architects. The first twelve stones, unveiled in 1998, 
were carved by David Lindsay and Graciella Ainsworth. All 
subsequent stones have been carved by David Lindsay of 
Stoneworks. 

 
The enamel panel on 
the north wall of The 
Writers’ Museum 
was designed by 
Kathleen Gibson and 
incorporates bas 
relief profiles, by Tim 
Chalk, of Robert 
Burns, Sir Walter 
Scott and Robert 
Louis Stevenson. 

 
New stones are added each year as applications are received 
from sponsors. In 2006, stones will be laid to commemorate the 
work of Dorothy Dunnett, James Bridie and David Daiches, 
bringing to 28 the total number of writers commemorated in 
Makars’ Court. 
 
For further information, contact: Elaine Greig, Curator, The 

Writers' Museum, 
Lady Stair's Close, 
Lawnmarket, 
Edinburgh,  
EH1 2PA 
 
tel: 0131 529 4064,  
 
email: 
writers.museum@ 
edinburgh.gov.uk 
 
 

LLLLIVING IVING IVING IVING LLLLIBRARIESIBRARIESIBRARIESIBRARIES    
A Photography Project to promote all libraries in E dinburgh 

 
We all know why we think libraries are important and why we love 
them, but how do we describe this to other people, how do we 
enthuse customers and encourage them to keep coming back? 
What makes your library interesting? What are the things that excite 
you about it? 
 
ELISA is supporting a new Photography Project, 'Living Libraries' 
that will record a wide variety of aspects of libraries in Edinburgh and 
their services. The aim is to promote Edinburgh's Libraries to a wider 
audience, attracting new customers and encouraging existing ones 
to visit more libraries across the city. The photographer, Sally Kerr, 
is keen to hear from staff not only about the architecture and 
decoration of their libraries but also about interesting activities and 
events which reflect the unique life of each.  
 
Work on photographing locations and activities will begin by May of 
2006, and continue through until 2007, culminating in an exhibition 
that could coincide with Doors Open Day 2007.  
 
Please contact Sally Kerr at dsk_39@yahoo.co.uk with your ideas 
and suggestions. These will be listed on the ELISA website so that 
you can visit at any time, and add new points.  
 
NOTA BENE! 
“A C ITY FOR ALL AGES” A WARD 
 
Christine Craig of the Access Services section of Edinburgh City 
Library and Information Services (ECLIS) is pleased to report that a 
project to support visually impaired people (VIPs) has been awarded 
a grant of £8000 from A City for All Ages, City of Edinburgh Council’s 
initiative for over 50’s. 
 
The Access Services is the section of ECLIS responsible for 
ensuring all library services are accessible to potentially excluded 
groups, including disabled and older people. The grant money will be 
used to purchase a range of CD players for use by blind people. 
These will be loaned to disabled and VIPs to provide an alternative 
to cassette players. This will also benefit elderly speakers of other 
languages, such as Chinese readers 
who can only access audio books on CD. 
 
Christine has established a reading group for VIPs promoting a 
dedicated selection of books on CD. The group meets in a 
community library and it is an opportunity to encourage 
familiarisation with new technologies among older VIPs. The reading 
club will provide an added value service for older people by 
facilitating and stimulating debate about books and reading; it will 
also provide further opportunities for social interaction among a 
potentially excluded group. This will raise awareness among the 
members of the full range of services accessible to VIPs in libraries, 
including free access to computers, internet and email. 
 
MEETINGS 
If you would like to attend any of the meetings scheduled, or if you 
would like some more information, please contact 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk  

� Business Committee: 17th January 
� e-Content Working Group: 17th January 
� Communications Working Group: 18th January 
� Edinburgh Libraries Fair meeting: 19th January 
� Web Group: 24th January 
� Access Working Group: 26th January 


