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NEWS & EVENTS

For a comprehensive events listing for the librarian and
information professional see the CILIPS website
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendarsummary.cfm

Edinburgh First UNESCO City of Literature
We at the City of Literature want to invite you to join the
monthly salon at the Traverse Bar, with the next session this
Tuesday 29 November from 6pm. Previous events have been
attended by between 40 and 90 people, all eager to chat to like
minded individuals in the literature world. The idea is simply to
provide an informal "rallying point" for anyone in the city's
literary field, and it’s proving a great place for people to find out
about things that they are interested in, or just to catch up and
have a chat. There’s been a real blend so far, from publishers
and writers to translators and booksellers: not forgetting
librarians, of course. This month we will combine the salon with
the launch of a new collection of Scottish writing entitled “A
Sense of Place”, so please come along for a glass of wine, meet
some new literary types and catch up with colleagues. City of
Literature staff will be there to make you welcome … 
 
Brief report on the Grampian Information Annual
Conference – by Wendy Ball, ELISA Development Officer

I was lucky enough to be supported by Edinburgh City
Libraries & Information Service to attend the annual Grampian
Information conference. I was keen to go because Grampian
Information (GI) http://www.grampianinformation.org is one of
the few organisations that has a similar purpose to ELISA. Also
G.I. has been functioning since the 1960’s and so it is important
for ELISA to learn from its experience. 

The keynote speakers were Marion Huckle, Head of
Professional Qualifications at CILIP, and Christine May MSP,
Chair of SLIC. Both these people are accomplished and
stimulating speakers. From my point of view, I found the most
interesting point was the fact that they were both willing to
make themselves accessible to questions, enquiries and even
challenges from the LIS public at large. 

I was only able to attend one of the two workshop
sessions and I chose the “Open Access Debate”. The two
speakers came from different stand points, Carole Munro an
academic librarian from RGU, and Tony McSean from Elsevier
publishers. I learned a lot more about the complexities of the
issues at stake. Both speakers made comments on how their
respective customers have a certain lack of understanding. For
libraries, the library users do not understand the nature of the
resources available; for publishers, libraries do not understand
the full costs of taking content through from submission to
distribution. The Open Access debate rages on.

RAISING THE PROFILE
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RAISING THE PROFILE
Team teaching, the Environment and the
Learning Resource Centre

In 2003 a new course Tracks through Time, part of the
Education for Sustainable Development remit, was introduced in
Currie Community High School for S1 pupils. I am the Learning
Resource Centre Co-ordinator (but not many know what that is
so I still get called the Librarian!). I am very much part of the
team that teach this course, and for each lesson work with the
subject teacher, an ICT teacher, and the Environmental Projects
Co-ordinator. Pupils make no distinction between me and the
teaching staff, and I can bring skills such as choosing resources,
research and computer searching skills, and evaluation to the
course.  

In groups, pupils research aspects of life and environment in our
local area 50 years ago compared with today.  They then
envision life 50 years in the future if we continue to live as we
do now, and changes that need to be made to achieve a more
sustainable future. The groups create web pages of their work
and present their findings.

The lessons, with four staff, take place in the L.R.C. and are
very varied and lively, including interpretation of the school
grounds; a role play enacting a meeting between shoppers from
1950, today and 2050; pupils meeting and interviewing local
senior citizens, as well as researching books, magazines,
newspapers and the internet.  

Each class uses the L.R.C. for 70 minutes, on rotation for 18
weeks.  This has been a major investment of time with staff, as
the course had to be planned and written from scratch with the
help of a consultant from the WWF Scotland.   It has been
extremely rewarding from my point of view as I have been truly
involved with every stage of the course, and I see all the first
year pupils in a vivid and relevant teaching and learning
capacity.

ELISA WORKING GROUPS

The e-Content Working Group met on the 15th November. The
main item on the agenda was the project plan for the Edinburgh
Digitised Material Portal. The draft plan is nearing completion
and approval by the Group. Five main elements to the project
have been identified, namely: copyright; best practice and
knowledge base of experts; income generation and funding;
launch, promotion and collaboration; portal architecture. Each
member of the Group has taken responsibility to develop a
particular element, all with reference to the project’s timeframe.
If you are interested in any aspect of this work, or have a
question, such as “where is the portal going to sit?” please get in
touch with the Group Convenor, Alison Redpath
A.Redpath@napier.ac.uk 

On 22nd November, the Web Group and the Communications
Group had a joint meeting to establish the shape and
development of an ideal ELISA website. Various key starting
points were pinned down. It is envisaged that the ELISA site
will have an exciting front face attractive to the general public
but with different levels of access for the different target user
groups, including professionals, ELISA members, LIS students
and trainees, and Edinburgh visitors. The Edinburgh Libraries
Guide will provide the framework for the content in the first
instance and the information available will be expanded. The
Web Group now intend to draw up a project plan, this will
include a programme of market research and investigations into
funding and resources. ELISA is a unique organisation and this
is an opportunity to develop a web site that stretches the
boundaries of website presence for libraries and information
services. If you have a wish list of functionality for the ideal LIS
website for Edinburgh, please share it with the Web Group
convenor Sally Kerr sally.kerr@edinburgh.gov.uk .

Staff Development Group – next meeting 7th December
Access Group – next meeting 8th December 
If you are interested in an aspect of the work of any of the
Working Groups, please get in touch. Any interest, comments,
suggestions, ideas are all most welcome. To find out more e-
mail the following:
Access: j.mcfarlane@nls.uk 
Communications: librarian1@spl.org.uk 
e-Content: A.Redpath@napier.ac.uk 
Staff Development:
g.a.mcdonald@hw.ac.uk 
Web: sally.kerr@edinburgh.gov.uk 

NEWS FROM THE CABIN 

Sue is on the right talking to Fiona MacCulloch, the Art teacher

The advantage of having a oldish computer and a printer that
requires a manual shove every time you send it a print job,
means that you have a physical sense of satisfaction in
creating documents, as the bytes are ground around and each
page feels handcrafted. I have been bound to the computer
quite a lot recently, preparing an article for submission to
Sue Johnson, LRCC, Currie C.H.S.
sue.johnson@currie.edin.sch.uk / www.currie.edin.sch.uk
 l i s a
inburgh libraries & information services agency

l: 0131 242 8106 / www.elisa.lib.ed.ac.uk

Information Scotland, a document for the proposed ELISA
subscription scheme, the D.O.’s report for the Full Committee
meeting on 6th December and writing up meeting minutes. I
rely on contact from all TACIT readers to keep cabin fever at
bay.
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