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NEWS & EVENTS 
 
Book Bus! Monday 23rd October saw a new dedicated 
children’s mobile library service on the road in Edinburgh. The 
Book Bus is an important development for the Access Services 
delivered by Edinburgh City Libraries & Information Service, and 
the first of its type in Scotland.  It will have specific priority 
venues such as areas where people have difficulty accessing a 
static library or where social inclusion is a priority. For more 
information contact access.services@edinburgh.gov.uk   

 

elisa: edinburgh libraries & information services agency 
tel: 0131 242 8106 -  e-mail: wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk 

www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info

 
 
ELISA Project Showcase – NHS e-Library 
Tuesday 14th November, 10.00 – 1.00, the NHS e-Library will be 
explaining about the new developments in the services and 
resources that it has on offer, including the Information Literacy 
course, and the Shared Space that helps professionals create a 
virtual community. This will be of great interest to all people 
involved with health information, in addition to those who are 
interested in how information sharing can take place effectively 
on the web.  This is the first of a planned series of “project 
showcases” under ELISA auspices, offering an opportunity for 
services and resources to raise their profile on the ground. E-
mail wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk to register for a free place. 
 

Monday October 30th "Emerging roles for information 
professionals" Joint Scottish Information Network/Scottish 
Law Librarians Group event, 6pm for 6.15pm start. Signet 
Library Seminar Room, in Parliament Square 
http://www.signetlibrary.co.uk/index.asp?tm=16 and there may 
be an opportunity for a tour around the library.  If you would be 
interested in such a tour, please mention this when booking. To 
register for a place, please email Gill Leslie on 
gleslie@biggartbaillie.co.uk  

For details of the following and many other useful library and 
information events see 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendarsummary.cfm  
 
• 15th November, CILIPS Personal and Professional 

Development Workshop 
• 17th November, Grampian Information annual conference  
• 22nd November, The university of where?... the development 

of the UHI Millennium Institute Library service in the Scottish 
higher education information environment. 5th Annual 
Lecture of the UC&R (Scottish Section.) 

• 24th November, Information for Scotland 2006 conference 
 

For Sale! "Images of Scotland: Edinburgh Old Town" is now 
available for sale in the Edinburgh Room, Central Library at 

£12.99. The images in the book are all taken from the Edinburgh 
Room's collection, and the text was written by Susan Varga, 

Library Officer. For a copy e-mail: 
edinburgh.room@edinburgh.gov.uk

 
 
 
 
 

 
   

“Novel Approach” 
To celebrate National Poetry Day in October 2006, Edinburgh City 
Libraries worked in partnership with the Scottish Poetry Library to 
stage an event called ‘Novel Approach: A Poetry Guide for Fiction 
Readers’. A reading list was produced which paired up popular 
contemporary fiction with complementary poetry collections. At the 
event, performance poets Elspeth Murray and Richard Medrington 
read extracts from the selected works and discussed the pairings 
and poetry in general. 
    The evening was a great success, with 28 audience members 
enjoying the session. There were also a number of loans taken by 
people leaving the event, the majority being poetry titles, and 
feedback from both performers and audience members was very 
positive.  
Christine Chambers – Library Officer, Central Library, Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 242 8104  christine.chambers@edinburgh.gov.uk
 
Edinburgh Central Library  Doors Open Day 30th September 
    This year for the first time the Central Library took part in Doors 
Open Day.  The Library is an impressive Carnegie structure 
designed by George Washington Browne, one of the leading 
Architects of his time. We participated in the event to raise the profile 
of the building and Architect at a time when a number of options for 
the future of the Central Library are under consideration. 
    Many staff contributed to the undertaking and the Cockburn 
Association provided support and assistance.  Guided tours of the 
building which allowed a glimpse behind the scenes were organised.  
These proved so popular they were almost fully booked by 10am, 
and an extra tour was added.  A self-guided tour leaflet was also 
available for visitors who were unable to book a place on a tour.  
The day was a great success with more than double the normal 
number of visitors for a Saturday.  Visitors were enthusiastic and 
judging by their comments found the experience interesting and 
enjoyable.  
    We have already started thinking about our participation next year 
and what to offer.  We hope to build on this years’ achievement and 
make Doors Open Day 2007 an even better event for visitors. 
Alison Stoddart, Heritage Projects Officer, ECLIS.  

Alison Stoddart leading a group of appreciative visitors round the 
Central Library on Doors Open Day. 
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RAISING THE PROFILE 
RBiS: Rare Books in 
Scotland 
 

The RBiS logo shows nine different 
copies of the same book, Hector 

Boece’s Scotorum Historiae (History 
of the Scots), printed in Paris in 

1527, held in the NLS collections. 

On 3 December 2003, the 
National Library of 
Scotland hosted a meeting 
for librarians with a 
responsibility for rare book 
collections across 
Scotland. Twenty-nine 
people attended, including 
Keepers of university 
special collections, local 
studies librarians from the 
public library sector, and 
archivists of institutional 
collections.  All agreed that 
they would like to be 
involved in greater 
collaboration between rare 
book librarians, and so 
Rare Books in Scotland, or RBiS (pronounced ‘ar-bis’) was born, 
formalising itself into a Forum on 14 September 2004; the group 
was affiliated to SCURL (the Scottish Confederation of University 
and Research Libraries) later the same year.  
 
Now well established, RBiS is open to members of staff in 
Scottish libraries and other organisations (of all sizes and in all 
sectors) who have responsibility for collections of 'rare books' in 
the broadest sense – not just ‘early’ books, but any collection 
identified as requiring special care, e.g. artists’ books, or 
collections unsuitable for inter-library loan. RBiS's activities are 
open to all staff from member organisations; events are free, 
unless there is a need to recover costs.  
 
As an affiliated group of SCURL, RBiS shares its aims of: 

• improving services for users and maximising resources 
through collaborative action (e.g. sharing skills through 
workshops, working together in cataloguing)  

• contributing to the building of a co-operative library 
infrastructure in Scotland (e.g. by developing 
collaboration in collection development)  

• lobbying funding and planning bodies on matters of 
shared interest (e.g. preservation, library schools 
curricula)  

• providing mutual support for members (e.g. by 
facilitating the development of contacts between 
individuals and/or libraries)  

 
RBiS has a strong practical focus, and administration is kept to a 
minimum. There is a Convener (currently Brian Hillyard, National 
Library of Scotland) but no committee structure: administrative 
support is provided by the NLS. RBiS does not have a budget: 
events are free, except where there is a need to cover costs.  
 
Business meetings, held twice yearly, hear reports of activities 
and discuss plans for future activities. At the last meeting, held at 
the Leighton Library in Dunblane, for instance, the group 
discussed the question of how to promote historic libraries 
without putting the collections at risk from the increased 
exposure, and the possible project of cataloguing early 
continental printed books in Scottish libraries.  
 
RBiS meetings are held at libraries across Scotland: those 
hosting the meeting often take the opportunity to showcase a few 
of their treasures for the appreciative audience, and to offer tours 
which give a valuable insight into the different kinds of 

institutions in which our members work. These visits are just as 
valuable a part of our information-sharing as our meetings and 
training sessions, and offer members the chance to discover 
interesting facts about items held in their own libraries, and 
examples of good practice to take home. The RBiS meetings in 2007 
will both be in Edinburgh, at the Advocates Library in March and 
Edinburgh Central Library in the autumn. 
 
A key concern of RBiS members is the training and development of 
librarians who look after rare books, a job which demands a set of 
diverse and specialized skills. The group has lobbied SCURL about 
the formal training available in Scotland for these areas. For the past 
few years we have run workshops for group members on subjects 
such as the specialist cataloguing requirements of early printed 
books, in which the mysteries of ESTC and DCRB were revealed; 
others have covered the acquisition and provenance of rare books.  
 
If you have rare books in your collections, would like to be involved 
in RBiS, or would like to know more about anything mentioned in this 
article, please contact Graham Hogg, Rare Book Collections, 
National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 
1EW; e-mail: rarebooks@nls.uk; tel: 0131 623 3899. RBiS website: 
http://www.nls.uk/professional/rarebooksinscotland/index.html. 
 

A view of the Fellows’ Library, Royal College of Surgeons, one of our 
Edinburgh members. 

 
Currently RBiS has thirty members, including the following 
Edinburgh-based libraries: 

• Advocates Library 
• Edinburgh City Libraries (Central Library) 
• Edinburgh University 
• Napier University 
• National Galleries of Scotland 
• National Library of Scotland 
• National Museums of Scotland 
• Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
• Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh 
• Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
• Royal Observatory Edinburgh 
• Scottish Accountancy Trust for Education and 

Research 
• Scottish Catholic Archives 
• Signet Library 
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