
T A C I T July 26th, 2006 

Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 

NEWS FROM THE CABIN 

With many people away on 
leave over the summer months, 
I am using a lull in meeting 
schedules to up date the ELISA 
contact database and entries in 
the Edinburgh Libraries Guide. 
This has led to lots of 
interesting conversations and 
contacts and I look forward to 
expanding the TACIT mailing and range of contributions. This 
time has also been a good opportunity for information gathering. 
I am exploring various funding opportunities; identifying areas 
where libraries can promote their services such as at the 
Edinburgh International Book Festival and the Scottish Learning 
Festival; and investigating ways that regional co-operative efforts 
can mesh into national and international initiatives. The meeting 
season starts again in mid-August and there are many exciting 
ventures ahead including the launch of the Edinburgh Libraries 

 

The NEW City of Literature website is preparing for launch, with 
final content being added over the next few weeks. As well as 
general information on all literature based projects in Edinburgh, the 
key facility of the site will be comprehensive "What's On" listings for 
literary events. If you have events from August to October, please 
send us details by the end of the month, including price, venue and a 
description of the events, for inclusion on the site. These events can 
range from workshops to book launches to lectures and can include 
sessions aimed at specialist markets: the aim is to raise awareness 
of the large amount of literary activity in and around Edinburgh.  
 
The site is designed to raise awareness of all literary activity, as well 
as the projects that major organisations are undertaking. If you are 
engaged in developing any new projects and feel they should be 
included on the site, or hold no events but want to raise general 
awareness of your literary activities, please contact Anna 
anna@cityofliterature.com Tel. 0131 718 5663 
 
Libraries and the Beautiful Game … 
Rachel Edwards from the NLS reports: The NLS football team lost 7-
3 in 28C heat in their first international against Trinity College Dublin 
elisa: edinburgh libraries & information services agency 
tel: 0131 242 8106 -  e-mail: wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk 

www.edinburghlibrariesagency.info

Passport, and the start of new task groups operating under the 
auspices of the ELISA Communications, Web and Marketing 
Group – of which more below ….  
 
NEWS AND EVENTS 

The ELISA Web Working Group and the Communications 
Working Group have now amalgamated. A launch meeting was 
held on 27th June and 21 people from 19 different organisations 
expressed a willingness to be involved. The new CWM Working 
Group will function through the activities of task and finish 
groups. In the first instance, the task groups will focus on the 
ELISA web site development, ELISA web site content, Edinburgh 
Libraries Guide, and the Libraries Promotion Programme. If you 
are not yet involved and would like to take an active part in this 
partnership working, you would be most welcome: 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk

ARLIS, the UK and Ireland Art Libraries Society, would like to 
announce the publication of “Artists’ books - A Cataloguers’ 
Manual” compiled by White, Perratt and Lawes.  In a spiral 
bound A5 format, this manual is designed for anyone involved in 
the cataloguing of artists’ books, and gives full background 
information for those cataloguers who may not be very familiar 
with the genre. This manual is highly recommended by Jane 
Furness, librarian at the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art. 
http://www.arlis.org.uk/publ/artistsbooks/artistsbooksorderfrom.d
oc

See  http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/EvntCalendarsummary.cfm
for a comprehensive listing of events for the information 
professional in Scotland. August includes the Electric 
Connections conference in Dundee organised by COSMIC. 
September includes a workshop held in Edinburgh on SUNCAT, 
the most comprehensive source of information about the location 
of serials held in libraries throughout the UK. 

Library in Ireland earlier this month. Despite the loss, the NLS were 
pleased with the result as 3 away goals stands them in good stead 
for the return leg. The NLS could only say good about their 
colleagues at TCD who were fantastic hosts, wonderful people, and 
talented footballers. We look forward to the rematch. 
 
More on the Beautiful Game – 
invented in Scotland! Extraordinary 
news on the National Library of Scotland 
web site, Scottish historians have 
discovered that football as we know it 
today was invented in Scotland. While 
the World Cup was played out in 
Germany, the book which contains this 
surprising information is on temporary 
display in a German museum. Part of 
the National Library of Scotland's 
collections, Vocabula is a Latin text 
which proves that organised football 
was being played in Scotland 230 years 
before it was introduced in England. For 
more news from the NLS, subscribe to 
the NLS electronic newsletter 
http://www.nls.uk/news/newsletter.html

For news from the Edinburgh City Libraries and Information services, 
visit:  http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries/

For news from Edinburgh University Libraries, Museums & Galleries 
Service, visit: http://www.lib.ed.ac.uk/news/, where you have the 
option of receiving regular news on topics of your choice streamed 
into your inbox.   
 

Wendy Ball, the ELISA D.O., is in the process of putting together 
an organising team for the Edinburgh Libraries Fair 2007. There is 
scope for a wide variety of activities, with varying degrees of 
involvement. If you have not yet expressed an interest and would 
like to hear more, please get in touch. 
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T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 
RAISING THE PROFILE:
The Scottish Publishers Association 

Established 30 years ago, the Scottish Publishers Association is 
a trade association representing almost 80 Scottish publishers. 
For most members, an important element is the sharing of advice 
and help and the recognition of a common purpose at a time 
when the whole industry faces change and challenge, and an 
ability to combine and pool resources to bring books published in 
Scotland to the widest possible market. We are also keen to 
encourage the development of a literary culture in Scotland. 
 
Our members differ widely in their scope, scale and ambitions, 
ranging from small, one-person operations to global publishing 
giants such as Hodder and Chambers Harrap. Our associate 
members include national organisations and public institutions, 
academic and specialist libraries that publish books. 

 
We assist our members with the marketing of their books within 
the UK and overseas. On their behalf, we attend many national 
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Manager), Marion Sinclair (Business Development Manager), Carol 
Lothian (Finance and Office Administrator), Katherine Naish 
(Information and Professional Development Administrator) and Ben 
Allan (Personal and Administrative Assistant). Liam Davison is web 
editor of the e-commerce site www.booksfromscotland.com. 
 
In 2007, following changes to funding opportunities, the SPA is 
changing its structure to become a development organisation, 
expanding its remit to include non-member publishers and digital 
publishing. This is a hugely important step for the Association and its 
members, and we expect that it will deliver substantial benefit to the 
publishing sector in the coming years. The SPA will become 
Publishing Development Scotland. 
 
The SPA is located at 137 Dundee Street, Edinburgh, EH11 1BG, 
tel: 0131 228 6866, fax: 0131 228 3220. For further information 
please email enquiries@scottishbooks.org or visit our website 
http://www.scottishbooks.org . Further information on new Scottish 
titles may be found at http://www.scottishbooks.org/newScottish or at 
http://www.booksfromscotland.com, a new e-commerce initiative 
from the SPA. 
 

Some members of the SPA team 

The SPA stand at Frankfurt Book Fair 
d international book fairs and exhibitions, including London 
ok Fair, Frankfurt Book Fair, BookExpo America, Scotland's 
ernational Trade Fair, and the Edinburgh International Book 

stival. We also co-ordinate marketing initiatives, along with 
okshop and library promotions, such as our successful ‘Best of 
ottish Publishing’ project with Dundee Library in 2004. Visitors 
our website will find regularly updated information on some of 
 newest Scottish titles available, and can register to receive 

 e-newsletter containing this information.  

e SPA also runs a programme of training courses, such as 
ofreading, e-marketing, grammar and project management. 
urses are open to the general public as well as publishing and 
rmation professionals. (See box at the end of this piece). 

r organisation also acts as a point of contact and general 
rce of information for the book industry and general public. To 
 end, we publish the ‘Directory of Publishing in Scotland’ on a 

annual basis, listing useful contacts for writing, literature and 
rmation professional – in fact, anyone who is interested in the 

ottish book business. 

r Library committee contains representatives from publishers 
d librarians and aims to look into the representation of Scottish 
s in our libraries and act as a liaison between the library and 

blishing sectors, with a view to improving links between the 
. Our new e-commerce website www.booksfromscotland.com 

ttp://www.booksfromscotland.com> acts as a database of 
ottish titles and is a valuable resource for library book buyers.  

e SPA has a dynamic staff team, consisting of Lorraine Fannin 
rector), Liz Small (Membership Services and Marketing  

Forthcoming SPA Training Courses

14th August - Nuts and Bolts of Rights: Raise your 
Game: led by Diane Spivey of Little, Brown. Ideal for 
anyone responsible for devising, selling and exploiting 
contracts and rights.

5th September - Direct Mail that Really Works: led by 
Rachel Maund of Marketability. Answers classic 
questions, such as: Where are the best sources for 
mailing lists? How do you decide what to send them? 

18th September - Basic Proofreading: led by Barbara 
Horn.This course is one of the best routes to becoming a 
confident and accurate proofreader, and is suitable for 
people without prior proofreading experience. 

Find full details of all SPA training courses and fees in our 
brochure (contact Katherine.naish@scottishbooks.org to 
request your copy) or book online at 
http://www.scottishbooks.org/training. For further 
information call us on 0131 228 6866 
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