
T A C I T September 27th, 2006

Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 

In October 2004, Edinburgh became the 
very first UNESCO City of Literature, pioneer in a new 
international network of Creative Cities under UNESCO’s Global 
Alliance programme. It is a permanent title, and in time more 
cities around the world will come together to join Edinburgh in the 
network, providing more opportunities for sharing knowledge and 
ideas with other cultures. The title does not come with funding, 
and so the Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature Trust has been 
set up as a registered charity run by a Board of Trustees and two 
full-time members of staff: Ali and Anna (there’s a picture of us in 
our office!)  We work to support Edinburgh’s growing literary 
sector, and are here to help you get involved with the wealth of 
activity that is going on in the Scottish capital. 
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literary organisations abroad, sharing information and best practice 
about events, exhibitions and funding opportunities and championing 
creative industries.  In time, as more Cities of Literature are 
appointed, we will hold specific exchanges with the new countries 
that join us in UNESCO’s network of Creative Cities. 

If you join our monthly mailing list, you'll be sent events and 
information about what's going on with books, words, stories and 
poetry in Edinburgh: the latest issue is attached.  Our new website 
will be available at www.cityofliterature.com at the end of October 
with comprehensive What's On listings - you'll be able to sort by 
date, by venue, by price and also discover which events are free to 
attend.  The site will also contain information about the city's 
libraries, the literary organisations hosted in Edinburgh, tips on 
publishing, writing, book groups and much more. Also if you have 
events you'd like to publicise in our monthly mailing or on our 
website, then we'd love to hear from you. 

We all belong to the world's first City of Literature, and the libraries 
should be proud of helping this city to achieve that title.  Libraries are 
in touch with what people want on the frontline of "word-services" - 
that's why we want you to keep in touch with us, and let us know 
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T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

Doors Open Day in Edinburgh 30th September  
http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/edin.htm

Libraries opening their doors are …. 
� Edinburgh City Central Library 
� French Institute Library 
� Napier University Craiglockhart Campus 
� National Library of Scotland 
� Scottish Poetry Library 

 

ELISA Staff Development Working Group 
PROGRAMME OF LIBRARY VISITS 

 
� Telford Edinburgh College planned for October. 

For more information contact Mark Glancy 
mark.glancy@ed-coll.ac.uk

� Scottish Story Telling Centre, 13th and 20th 
November. For more information and to book 
contact Gilly Dennis 
 gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk

� Royal Botanic Gardens Library, 14th November 
in the morning. Please contact Gill McDonald 
g.mcdonald@hw.ac.uk for more information and 
to book. 

 
If you would be happy to welcome a small group of fellow 
professionals to see round your library or information 
service with a view to raising its profile and exchanging 
experience, we would be pleased to hear from you. Please 
get in touch with the Staff development Working Group 
Convenor, Gill McDonald g.mcdonald@hw.ac.uk

* * * * *
Comprehensive listing of LIS events in Scotland 
http://www.slainte.org.uk/events/evntcalendarsummary.cf
m

* * * * *
Subscribe to City of literature e-bulletin, contact 
anna@cityofliterature.com
In this month’s bulletin: 17th Scottish International Story 
telling Festival; National Poetry Day; The October Series – 
events from the Edinburgh International Book Festival in 
partnership with the City of Literature Trust; courses in 
Scots language and much more.  

* * * * *
Scottish Information Network next seminar 
Mon 9 October 2006 - Benchmarking your information 
service – Glasgow . For more information contact John 
Coll j.coll@nls.uk
http://www.scotinfonet.com/calendar.htm

* * * * *
Grampian Information's Annual Conference 17th 

November: The Future of the Information Profession 
Keynote speakers are Ivor Lloyd, President of CILIPS and 
Diana Edmonds, Librarian at Haringey Council and 
formerly of Instant Library. Contact Paula Argo to book 
and for more information paula.argo@grampianinfo.co.uk

GOING UP!
Edinburgh Telford College 
 
The £70m development described as the largest purpose-
built college in the UK for 30 years was opened this month in 
Edinburgh. More than 20,000 students and 600 staff will be 
catered for at the new Telford College building in North 
Edinburgh. This flagship, purpose-built College will cater for 
over 20,000 students and nearly 600 staff and will bring the 
latest developments in teaching and educational technology 
to the city. General purpose classrooms and PC labs will lead 
off a system of "learning streets" - 3 storey high, day-lit open 
plan areas. Open plan space will replace traditional corridors 
to give a flexible, educational resource while "touchdown" 
spaces and computer plug-in facilities will accommodate the 
trend toward individual learning. 
 
Go and see for yourself! Find out about the part the library 
service plays in this new development. Mark Glancy, 
Assistant Manager of Learning Resources is offering to 
arrange a library visit through the ELISA Staff Development 
Group Library Visits Programme. Contact mark.glancy@ed-
coll.ac.uk for more information. 
 
Queen Margaret University College 
 
A vibrant new academic village with high-tech buildings and 
attractive landscaped spaces, featuring an innovative learning 
resource centre at the heart of the development will open in 
autumn 2007 near Musselburgh.  The Queen Margaret 
project - groundbreaking in Scotland as a complete university 
campus designed around the new agendas and technologies 
of higher education - is designed to exceed current 
environmental standards and to set a new benchmark in 
sustainable design. It has already achieved - and is the first 
HE campus in the UK to have done so - a BREEAM 
'excellent' rating for the campus design. By 2007, the 
Craighall campus will be home to nearly 4,500 students and 
staff.  
 
Want to find out more about the role of the library and 
information services? Contact Marianne Dee, Academic 
Liason Services m.dee@qmuc.ac.uk

Queen Margaret University College new campus, summer 2006 
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