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NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
At a recent conference, the term “cybrarian” was used to 
illustrate the need to reflect the changing role of the library and 
information profession. This is an important point, but a fellow 
delegate queried the need to re-label, saying that surely a 
cybrarian is just a librarian in the 21st century? To my mind, there 
seems to be an ever increasing gap between what librarians and 
information professionals actually do and the public’s perception 
of what they do. It all seems to hinge on technology, either 
people think that libraries are old fashioned, boring and just deal 
with books and are therefore non-contemporary. Or those (wiser 
ones?) know that digital media, the internet and electronic 
resources are the main substance of information today but as 
computers are readily accessible, who needs libraries or 
librarians anyway? The profession can’t seem to win. ELISA is 
set to stage the first Libraries Festival in October this year, as a 
showcase for all the libraries and information services based in 
the city to show the citizens of Edinburgh what libraries can do 
for them. What concept of libraries can we give an apparently 
reluctant public so that they might value and use the resources 
at their finger tips and on their doorsteps? Marketing experts 
from the NLS, the City of Edinburgh Council, the Scottish 
Publishers Association, Colman Getty Consultancy and Elmwood 
Design have most kindly answered ELISA’s call for help to think 
of a concept that might light that first spark in the public’s mind. A 
key concept is celebrating what libraries CAN offer, thus the 
Libraries Fair is to become the Libraries Festival!   I am keen to 
have your views on how we can best promote libraries in a 
positive way, please e-mail wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk.

ELISA dates: 
1st March: Launch of Edinburgh Libraries passport 
15th May: ELISA Open Day, National Library, Causewayside 
6th October: Libraries Festival, Assembly Rooms 
 

RAISING THE PROFILE:
Scotland’s New Minority Ethnic Resource Library

Edinburgh-based voluntary organisation Minority Ethnic Carers of 
People Project (MECOPP) 
has launched a national 
resource library specifically 
for Black and Minority Ethnic 
communities. Supported by 
the Big Lottery Fund, the 
library holds information on a 
variety of health and social 
care issues. 
 
While MECOPP works 
specifically to support carers 
from Black and Minority 
Ethnic communities in the 
Lothians, the new resource 
library encompasses a much 
wider range of subjects 
beyond purely carer issues, 
including service users 
access to a range of facilities and information that supports their 
health and social welfare, for instance, housing, education and 
employment. The new library, available to anyone in Scotland,  also 
aims to assist the mainstream organisations that support Black and 
Minority Ethnic communities. 
 
As far as stock is concerned, it is split into two basic groups – 
resources for professionals and resources for the public. 
 
Professional materials include reports, policy documents, studies 
and training materials published by the statutory, voluntary and 
academic sectors. These titles, to date numbering over 1,200 are 
available for borrowing. 
 
Titles for the public include advice and information leaflets/booklets 
on numerous topics. These are available in key minority community 
languages such as Bengali, Chinese, Punjabi, Urdu, and so forth. 
The library currently holds over 1,700 titles in those languages 
alone. There are also a number of titles available on audio and 
video. A copy of such public resources may be taken and kept by 
any member of the public or a professional.  
 
Residents in Edinburgh can visit the library, based in MECOPP’s 
offices, and browse the titles available. If this is inconvenient, or the 
user lives outwith Edinburgh, the resource library’s entire catalogue 
can be accessed and searched via MECOPP’s web site by subject, 
language and resource type. Titles can then be requested by email 
or phone and sent to the user. Postage and packing will need to be 
reimbursed but this is the only charge MECOPP makes for use of 
the library. 
 
However, many of the titles are also available as electronic copies 
(PDFs) and can be emailed immediately and at no cost. 
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To combat S.A.D. effects, visit an exhibition of 
photographs by Sally Kerr (aka Senior Web 

Communications Officer on the Council Webteam 
and Associate Convenor of the ELISA 

Communciations, Web and Marketing Group). Fine 
Art Library, Central Library, Edinburgh City Libraries 

and Information Services, 3rd - 28th Feb 2007. 

The new library has 
taken almost 3 years 
to develop and is 
partly a logical 
extension of a 
directory of resources 
available in Minority 
Ethnic community 
languages, 
‘Information for All’, 
that MECOPP 
researched for NHS 
Health Scotland, 
published in 2005, and 
partly the 
organisation’s general 
ongoing commitment 
to providing multi-
lingual advice and 
information. 
 
An interesting 
byproduct of establishing the library is the opportunity it gives to 
see the level of information provision in Black and Minority Ethnic 
community languages in key subject areas. So, for example, 
whilst the library holds 15 titles on diet and nutrition, only 2 on 
exercise have to date been identified. 
 
MECOPP’s aim is to make the resource library the principal 
source of information for anyone working with Black and Minority 
Ethnic communities. It is also the organisation’s hope to expand 
the service with the provision of computers for users of the 
library, creating an ‘Internet Café’ style service with access to the 
web. It is also hoped that formal working links can be established 
with other libraries and information providers throughout 
Scotland. This process is already underway with MECOPP 
taking part in the Edinburgh Libraries Passport scheme. 
 
For further details about the new library, please contact Julian 
Dawydiak, Information Development Officer, at:  
 
Telephone: 0131 467 2994 / 
Email: library@mecopp.org.uk
MECOPP Carers Centre, 23 Leith Walk, 
Edinburgh EH6 8LN 

* * * * * *

Barnardo’s Book Shop, 45 Clerk Street, have 
identified a collection of books that they think 
would be of interest to librarians rather than to 
the general public. Their list contains books, 
long runs of law annuals and historical source 
materials, transactions, poetry and association 
copies of other writings – in short a great 
variety of rather scarce material. They would be 
delighted if any members of ELISA would like to 
make contact to discuss these or to register 
their interest in any future lists we may 
produce. Tel. 0131.668.3142 or e-mail 
laura.benson@barnardos.org or 
david.hendrie@barnardos.org . You can also 
obtain a copy of the list from Wendy 
wendy.ball@edinburgh.gov.uk .

25,000 free copies of Robert Louis 
Stevenson's Kidnapped are in the City! 
Edinburgh's first citywide reading campaign is a 
unique project created by the world's first 
UNESCO City of Literature.
One Book - One Edinburgh aims to get as 
many Edinburgh citizens as possible reading 
this exciting adventure story. Free copies in 
three editions are distributed across the city to every primary and 
secondary school, to every public library and to partner 
organisations.  From 1st February, members of the public can drop 
into their local library to claim a free copy while stocks last.  More 
information can be found on our dedicated One Book - One 
Edinburgh pages, visit 
http://www.cityofliterature.com/index.aspx?sec=1&pid=1 .

The public programme totals more than 30 events, including 
exhibitions, a literary walking tour following in Stevenson's footsteps 
and a series of readings in conjunction with the National Library of 
Scotland, the first of which will take place on 1st February when Ian 
Rankin joins others to discuss the gothic, the criminal and 
Stevenson. The full programme of events can be found through our 
What's On section  http://www.cityofliterature.com/whats-
on.aspx?sec=5&pid=20

NOTA BENE 
The winner of the CILIP/Online Information Personal Development 
Award 2006 was Stella Wisdom, awarded 30th November last year. 
The award gives newly Chartered members the opportunity to 
explain how they have used, or are intending to use, their Chartered 
status in planning for their futures and to demonstrate they have 
added value to their organisations.  
 
Stella started her professional career in the National Library of 
Scotland before moving to her present post as Project Manager 
Collection Storage North for the British Library in February 2006. 
Although daunted by the promotion, Stella knew she wanted 
challenging opportunities to apply and develop transferable skills 
which had developed during her Chartership training at NLS and as 
she says, "I haven't looked back!"  A resounding endorsement to the 
Chartership training offered by the NLS. For more information about 
the programme contact, Chris Taylor  c.taylor@nls.uk
Photo by Sally Kerr
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