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ELISA WORKING GROUPS 
ELISA Staff Development & Training Group met 25th 
September and are focussing firstly, on support to candidates 
for chartership and certification which will involve the sharing of 
expertise and the possible organisation of workshop following 
on from the successful one run in April this year. Secondly, 
they are organising the programme of visits for ELISA 
members. The next visits are to the Edinburgh College of Art 
Library scheduled for 29th October, 5th November, and 12th 
November. If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Gilly Dennis on 0131 529 7843 or e-mail 
gilly.dennis@edinburgh.gov.uk .  
The ELISA Access Group met 23rd October and the group 
discussed the development of the Festival of Libraries, the 
Edinburgh Library Passport Scheme and the potential of 
developing a new project for the ELISA, namely a book 
prescription scheme. Similar schemes are well established 
elsewhere in the country and have been well received by 
users, e.g. East Lothian Book Prescription Service 
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/content/0,1094,6413,00.html , 
Glasgow 
http://www.nhsgg.org.uk/content/default.asp?page=s765_3&ne
wsid=2251&back=s8_1 , and a similar scheme is to be 
launched in Central Scotland in early November. The Group is 
looking for increased representation from ELISA members, 
please get in touch with the Group Convenor, Janice Mcfarlane 
j.mcfarlane@nls.uk if you would like to participate in some 
potentially exciting developments for Edinburgh.  

NOTA BENE 
 GI CONFERENCE 2007: Get Connected: exploring the 

potential of technology 
Web/Library 2.0 tools are enabling information 
professionals to interact with their clients and the wider 
community in new and exciting ways.  Hear from experts 
within the UK information industry about how these 
technologies are being used in libraries and information 
centres. Exchange ideas with speakers and fellow 
participants in workshops and networking breaks. The 
conference will be held in the beautiful woodland setting of 
Norwood Hall Hotel, Aberdeen.  Bacon butties on arrival 
and a delicious buffet lunch included in the fee.  
Keynotes 
Library 2.00: from debate to reality - Richard Wallis, Talis  
Social software, academic communities and individuals - 
Lawrie Phipps, JISC  
Workshops  
Workshop 1 - Why Blog?  Dr Sarah Pedersen- RGU  
Workshop 2 -  Web 2.00 Realise the Potential  Richard 
Walis, Talis  
Workshop 3 - Skills for New Technologies, Dr Christine 
Fitton and Peter Ramsden - Life Long Learning UK  

Workshop 4 - Group Working - Innovative Use of Technologies, 
Chris Fletcher  BT Lynx  
Members £90 Non Members £110  
Don’t miss out book now. Further details of the programme and 
speakers in the conference area of GI�s website. 
http://grampianinfo.co.uk/?page_id=49
If you have any queries don’t hesitate to contact 
info@grampianinfo.co.uk  

 The Scottish International Storytelling Festival starts on 
26th October and runs until 4th November. This Festival looks 
deeply at the art, heritage and traditions of oral storytelling and 
its place at the heart of our culture, through a range of live 
performances, workshops, talks and discussions, literature, 
music and visual arts. This year’s theme; Out of Eden: 
Scotland and Africa; embraces the 2007 Year of Highland 
Culture, Black History Month, Africa in Motion film festival, the 
anniversary of the abolition of the Atlantic slave trade and the 
Stop Climate Chaos project.  

Opening with a lecture evening from acclaimed Scottish writer, 
story-collector and Africa enthusiast Alexander McCall Smith, 
individual and community voices run as a strong thread through 
the programme. Events provide opportunities to commemorate 
influential tradition bearers and to celebrate the cultures of 
minority languages and peoples, such as Scotland’s Traveller 
and Gaelic-speaking communities. With space for reflection, 
sharing ideas and celebrating diversity, the Festival’s 
‘Community Court’ events and lively African-themed ceilidh 
evenings look at the role of storytelling in society and as an 
intrinsic part of human communication, as well as a vibrant 
contemporary artform.  

Programmes and tickets for the Festival and Storylab are now 
available. Visit www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk or call 0131 
556 9579 for more information.  

 CILIPS East Branch are holding their AGM on Thursday 15th 
November at 6pm and have arranged this to be followed by a 
private tour of the John Murray Archive. It is necessary to 
register before Thursday 1st November, please contact Alison 
Leslie at the National Library of Scotland for more details 
a.leslie@nls.uk 0131 623 3822.  

 Scottish Information Network (SIN) 6pm 12 November 2007,  
Look first then leap: making the right choices for e-
resources, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow 
Gail Rogers, Manager, Knowledge Exchange, Scottish 
Enterprise and Paul Cunnea, Electronic Resources Coordinator, 
National Library of Scotland will offer an insight into how you 
can evaluate and acquire new electronic resources for your 
information service. Please contact John Coll j.coll@nls.uk if 
you would like to attend. 
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 T A C I T - Information for librarians & information professionals working in Edinburgh 
NEWS FROM THE CABIN 
After a break from ELISA and 
the Festival of Libraries to lie 
down in a darkened room for 
a week, I am in the process of 
collating all the feedback. I’m 
about half way through the 
visitor feedback and some 
key points are emerging. (Percentages are calculated on the 
sample processed to date).  

1. A great overall response, 24% said their experience 
exceeded their expectations, 30% were very satisfied. 
Only two bods said they were disappointed.  

2. We can reach new users through such an event. Not 
surprisingly the majority of visitors used libraries 
frequently or very often, however 24% said they didn’t 
use a library often or hardly ever, and over half of 
them said they would definitely come back next year 
with the remainder saying they would perhaps come 
back.  

3. You also had very satisfied customers with 61% 
leaving the Festival saying that it was very likely that 
they would follow up the information they had learned.  

 
RAISING THE PROFILE 
Reading Champion Project  
for Looked-After and Accommodated Children in 
Edinburgh 
 
The Edinburgh Reading Champion Project is an innovative 
city-wide partnership initiative aimed at encouraging reading 
activities for Looked-After and Accommodated Children and 
Young People (LAAC), so that books and reading become part 
of their everyday lives.  The project is part funded by the Paul 
Hamlyn Foundation.   
 
As Reading Champion I undertake reading development work 
with child care staff, library staff and young people in a variety 
of situations across the city.  My role is to: 

- Identify and develop training for care and library staff 
- Build care staff confidence in reading activities with 

children & young people. 
- Raise awareness of Library staff about issues that are 

important to LAAC. 
- Ensure that looked after children have access to a 

wide range of book related activities around the city. 
- Work with partner organisations to share resources 

and develop new ways of delivering library services to 
LAAC and child care staff. 

 
I am based in the Access Services Department of ECLIS but 
operate all around the city. The project works in partnership 
with ECLIS, CEC Children & Families Department, Gilmerton 
Road Project (NCH), Barnardos- the RAFT Project, Edinburgh 
International Book Festival, Scottish Book Trust, WhoCares? 
Scotland and the Scottish Storytelling Centre to develop new 
and innovative ways of promoting books, reading and stories to 
LAAC.  These partnerships have already enabled LAAC and 
care staff to attend Book Festival events, carry out author 
events in residential units through Reading Rich and the 
Scottish Book Trust, access library services through local 
libraries and the Book Bus.   We have also assisted staff at the 
Wellington School in developing a new library facility at the 
school. 
 
The project has already had two pilot training days where Child 
care staff and Library staff met to discuss how library services 

and book related activities can be delivered to young people in 
residential care. This included: 

- A workshop by Ruth Kilpatrick, a storytelling development 
worker from Children 1st who shared her experience of 
working with LAAC in South Lanarkshire 

- A presentation by staff from Sighthill Library sharing 
experiences and activities to positively engage young 
people in reading. 

- A workshop on “Reading for Enjoyment” led by Information 
& Learning resources staff. 

 
These pilot training days were well-received by staff who found the 
day useful in identifying potential avenues for development and 
collaboration at their units and libraries.  More training sessions are 
planned for January/February 2008 to follow up on some of the 
feedback provided. 
 
The project has gained recognition this year by winning the COSLA 
“One to Watch” category award as well as being nominated as a 
Finalist in the APSE awards “Public/Voluntary sector Partnership” 
category. 
 
We have been successful in getting Reading is Fundamental (RiF) 
funding to promote book ownership among Looked After Young 
People in Edinburgh by buying three books for each young person at 
Young People’s Centres in Edinburgh.  The books are chosen by 
each young person as we believe that young people are more 
receptive to reading the books that they choose rather than having 
them chosen for them.   Young people will soon be receiving their 
first distribution of new books. 
 
We also have capital funding to develop and enhance the 
multimedia collections in each residential unit.  This will also be 
carried out in close consultation with young people and child care 
staff in each unit to ensure that the collections reflect the interests of 
the children and young people in the unit. 
 
Our goals for the coming year are to forge stronger links between 
LAAC, residential units and their local libraries, to contribute to 
continuing professional development of Child care staff and library 
staff in engaging young people positively in reading and book related 
activity.  
 
For further details about the service, please contact Colm Linnane,. 
Reading Champion at 0131-5295556 or 07795 043 786 

 
Colm Linnane, Reading Champion visiting the Scottish Storytelling Centre 


